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Margabct Albxiou is Senior Lecturer 
in Byzantine and Modern Greek at the 
University of Birmingham. 

Kinosuy Amis's novels Include Rus- 
sian Hide and Seekt 1980. 

Shbrwin Bailey’s most recent book, 
The Canonical House of Weils^ was 
published last year. 

David Bain’s Masters, Servants and 
Orders in Greek Tragedy was pub- 
lished earlier this year. 

Tkouas Baldwin is a iecturer in 
Fhiiosophy at the University of York. 

Giles Barber is the Librarian of the' 
Taylor Institution, Oxford. 

Simon Blackburn's Spreading The 
Word, an introduction to the philoso- 
phy of language, will be published 
early next year. He is a Fellow and 
Ttiior in Philosophy at Pembroke Col- 
lege, Oxford, 

John Bowman’s De Valera and the 
Ubier Question: 1917-1973, 1982, will 
shortly be issued as a paperback. 

P. N. Brook’s recent books include 
Seven-Headed Luther, 1983. 

Robin Buss is n lecturer in French at 
Woolwich College of Ftiiiher Educa- 
tion. 

Oborgb Craio Is a lecturer in French at 
the University of Sussex. 

Paul Driver is writing a book on Peter 
' Maxwell Davies. 


Among this week’s contributors 


D. J. Enrioht is the editor of The 
Oxford Book of Deadi, published 
eanier this year. 


Brian Fotheroill’s most recent book, 
The Strawberry Hill Set: Horace Wal- 
pole and his Cirek, will be published 
this Autumn. 


Margaret Gibson is Reader in 
Medieval History at the University of 
Liverpool. 

Colin Gordon is the editor of Power! 
Knowledge: Selected writings of Michel 
Foucault, 1980. 

Franqs Haskell is Professor of nne 
Art at the Univeisity of Oxford and 
' author of Rediscoveries in Art, 1976. 

Dominic Hibbbrd is a lecturer in 
English at tlie University of Keele. 

Christopher Hitchens is Washington 
correspondent for The Nation. 

Sir Harold Hobson is an Honorary 
Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. 

Sir David Hunt is the editor of 
Footprints in Cyprus: an Illustrated 
History, 19K. 

Mick Iulah’s collection of poems, The 
Zoologist's Bath and Other Adven- 
tures, was published last year. 

Ann Jefferson is the author of The 
Houveau Roman and the Poetics of 
Fiction, 1981. 

J. H.C. Leach isaFeltowdfPembroke 
College, Oxford. 

Richard Lbhan’s Theodore Dreiser: 
His World and His Novels was pub- 
lished in 1969. 

GwvNNB Lewis is co-editor of Be^nd 
the Terror Essays In Frendi Regional 
and Social History, which will be 
published later this year. 

Rosamond McKtiterick is a Fellow of 
Newnhooi College, Cambridge. 

Charles Madge is co-author with 
Peter Willtnott, of Inner City Poverty 
in Paris and London, 1981. 

Kenneth O. Morgan's Rebirth of a 
Nation: Wales 1880-1S9Q was pub- 
lished in 1981. 


John Russell is chief art critic of The 
New York Times. His books include 
The Meaning of Modern Art, 1981. 

Anne SurrH’s novel, The Mt^ic Glass. 
won the Author's Oub Awara for first 
novels in 1982. 

Michael Sprinkler is Uie author of a 
study of Gerard Manley Hopkins, A 
Counterpoint of Dissotutnee, 1981. 

Anne Stevenson is Northern Arts 
Fellow in Writiiu at the Universities of 
Newcastle and Durham. 

Norman Stone’s Europe Transhrmed 
1878-1919 was published earlier this 
year. 


George Szirtes's most recent collec- 
tion of poems. Short Wave, will be 
published in November. 

J. B. Trapp is the editor of The 
Apology of Sir Thomas More, 1979. 

James Walvin’s books include Beside 
the Seasi^, 1978. 

Robert Wells’s verse translation of 
Virgil’s Georgies was published last 
year. 

Peter Willmott is Senior Fellow at the 
Policy Studies Institute. 

Larzer Zipp’s Literary Democracy was 

B ublished in 1981. He is Caroline 
tonovan Professor of English at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


Author, Author 


Competition No 131 
Readers are invited to identify the 
sources of the three quotations which 
follow and to send us the answers so 
that they reach this office not later than 
August 5. A prize of £10 is offered for 
the mst correct set of answers opened 
on that date, or falling that the moat 
nearly correct - in which case inspired 
guesswork will also be taken into 
consideration. 

Entries, marked “Author, Author 
131’’ on the envelope, should be 
addressed to the Editor, The Times 
Literary Supplement, Prioiy House, 8t 
John’s Lane, London ECIM 4BX. The 
solution and results wU appear on 
August 12. 

1 “You hear someone shouting 'Beav- 
er' as you pass, and you immediately 
have the right to rush up and get into 
conversation . . .“. 

2 They needed a code word to yell to 
other newsmen and friendly policemen 
and firemen and so on, to let them 
know what could be seen, in case they 
wanted to see it. The word was this: 
"Beaver!" 


3 Oh yea, my Lord, he wore his beaver 
up. 

Competition No 127 
Winner: Jenifer Gosling 
Answers: 

1 No more an humble Curate now, 
He foels a mitre on his brow; 

The mildew'd surplice, thus with- 
drawn. 

Yields to the fine, transparent lawn. 

William Combe, Dr ^ntax on Tour, 
canto 13. 

2 Those were the days when a man 
could hold three small livings, starve a 
curate apiece on two of them, and live 
badly bimself on the third, It was so 
with the vicar of Shepperton . . . 

George Eliot, Scenes from Clerical 
Ufe. 

3 Of late years, I say, an abundant 
shower of curates has fallen upon the 
north of England; but in eighteen- 
hundred-eleven-twelve that affluent 
rain bad not descended; curates .were 
scarce then. 

Charlotte BrontS, Shirley, chapter 1. 


Information, please^ 


Lord Adair or Adare (early 19th 
tury): any information about Sm 
cspeclaHy about his posthuft 

PnpCia^ 

ie B A. AX • Amadou, 

15 rue Frdddne-Sauton. 75005 Paiii, 

Henry Athenon, minister of 
Chapel, Camberwell, betwe«T 
wars; any infonnatfon almt ^ 
activities on behalf of the SovtieS 
Grace Union, of which be ™ 
secretary; also whereab^ts of anv 
books, pamphlets and Joumah mi 

lisjicdbytheSGUsinciitsS 

(cl914); for a hiatoiy of the mij 

PHipTah 

57 Raglan Court, Emphe Wn 
Middlesex HA9 ORF. 

Champagne safaris‘. book and 
penomcal sources for a book os 
blg-pame hunting in AMca and 
India. 

Herbert W. Luthin, 
2036 N. Cleveland, Chicago, DHiialt 


William Ernest Henlw (1849-19031, 
editor, poet, man oiletten; praafat 
whereaooutB of origjoa] letteia aad 
copies: for an edition of the lettan. 

Damian A. P. Atkinson. 
19 Oaveston Road, Learning 
Spa, Warwickshire 6EXT 

Great Dolce: location sad identifica- 
tion of; for research abonl a 1652 
letter written at Great Doke ^ 
Richard Lee, of England bkI 
ginia. 

Jofl Kuida. 

Virginia State Ubraiy, RJehnood, 
>nrginia 23219. 

Marmaduke Pickthali (1875-193^ 
whereabouts of letters, papen; per- 
sonal memories; for a study, 

Peter Qaik, 

do Personnel Records, Britiib 
Council, 10 Spring Gardeu, Los- 
don SWl. 
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Falling towards death 


.Marguerite Yourcenar 

Oeuvres romanesquea 

I 243 pp. Paris: Gallimard. 220fr. 

Marauerite Yourcenar already has her 
i^e In history as the first woman ever 
to be elected to the Acaddmic 
Piancsise. This, however, may be the 
least important fact about her, since 
hiiloiv may decide that the Acaddmie 
Kulf, in ine twentieth century, has 
be«n a relatively unimportant 
institution. Proust, aide, Sartre and 
Camui quietly disregarded it, and 
Simone de Beauvoir, the other 
dominant female on the Parisian 
Hlerary scene during the last 
generation, has probably never 
considered lettiiw her name go 
forward, although it is also certain that, 
had she done so, her general political 
stance would have told against her. A 
few the present Immortels seem to 
have a chance of immortadty but, by 
and large, membership of the 
Xcadfmie is not so much a distinction 
as a distinguishing feature; it means 
that the wmer concerned is acceptable 
within a certain range of conventions, 
and is w^Ung to receive the accolade of 
(he believers in these conventions, 
cither throu^'>a general sense of 
ulidaiity, or for tactical reasons, or - 
as sometimes seems to happen - with 
longue in cheek. 

At first sight, at least, Yourcenar is 
eminently “academic”, She writes very 
careful literary French, studded with 
archaisms and occasional, and no 
doubt deliberate, Anglicisms; her tone 
is grand bourgeois, not to say 
aristocratic, and her themes ore 
invariably noble and exotically 
dislanceo from everyday French life. 
Mimoins d’Hadrien, the historical 
luyel which first brought her feme In 


frequent and extensive trips to Europe. 
.This long foreign residence, together 
with her mixed origins and her 
wanderina early life, may account for 
the fact that her spoken French has a 


John Weightman 

uncertainty in her literary de- 
velopment. By the time she was 
nineteen, she had had two volumes of 
poetry published at her father’s 


distinguish between major and minor, 
relative success or relative failure. 

Her reputation, in my view, will 
depend essentially on the two big 
historical novels, Mimoires d’Hadrien, 
an evocation of the Roman Empire in 
of coiiKP that a elinKf v' ‘ •••«» ‘•«s su/iy wi iici its lost great period, and L'Oeuvre att 

Analo-Sfixon nhonaimn if ° >1* connections over the last noir, an account of the religious and 

nf J four centunes. By the age of twenty- intellectual turmoil of Renaissance 

«n5h?Mhu*fi5 one. alter a visit to Hadrian’s Villa, she Europe, seen from the angle of the 

SSilH of? o" ® wirk about the Low Countries. To these canbe added 
nriaiA il°i Emperor. None of this material was Un konme obscur, the longest novella 

member of the Academic brought to f^ition at that stage, either in Comme Teau qui couk, which is 
, . because she cast her net too wide or another historical reconstruction, set 

* e » t the Mcause her lack of maturity made the mainly in the Low Countries, probably 

poet St-JohD Peru, she has, then, the difficulti^ insuperable. However, she in the seventeenth century, althougn 
peculiarity of being a notable French has explained that ^ese manuscripts, a no dates are mentioned. Each of the 
writerwhowuDOtDominFrance,and proportion of which she destroyed, three works has a central character ~ 
whose life has been spent mainly contained the germs of much of her Hadrian the Emperor, Zdnon, an 

outside Prance. He, however, st least later writing, and even characters and alchemist-intellectual, and Nathana&l, 

went through the educational system episodes that she was able to an average, well-meaning working- 
in Prance to some extent and passed incorporate, almost without modi- class man - around whom a wh(% 


tries, probably 
tuiy, althougn 
1. Each of the 


medilation on the problems of 
gening the Roman Empire, infused 
with tbe most minute dasstcal lore, 
rod, as such, constitutes a kind of 
Bpwheosls of the traditional French 
swlulic exercise, although 
urprisingly enou^ - according to tHe 
bi^plucial summary included in the 
Plelade volume. Yourcenar, in her 
youth, attended ndiher school hor 
university. 

The biographical data also reveal 
the was quite a safe choice as a 
pit, fititutory, female, because she 
^wayi Veen outside Parfeian 
llter^ politics, and in fact hardly 
Wki n B metropolitan Frenchwoman 
iLm ' was born in Brussels in 
1W3, of mixed .French and BelgiBn 
^rentage belonging to the gehtry mass 
\TOurcenar is a near anagram of her 
^ nom i particule, Marguerite de 
wawncour), and her femily had 
rwiiilcalions throughout the Low 
Counlrieit Her mother having died of 



exemplified in the novel, Mart de 
quelq\in (191 1), but I would guess that 
she has applied to Rome the 
unanimlsle technique of juxtaposing 
individual destinies to mve an 
impression of collective trutn. If so, 
one can only say that the theory i^lf is 
dubious, and its application here 
psychologically banal. If no Influence 
feom Remains is involve, Yourcenar 
must have invented the unsatisfactory 
unanimiste approach of her own 
accord. 

In the case of Alexis ou le vain 
combat, the debt to Andri Gide is 
abundantly obvious, both in the form 
of the work, which is that of a 
unilinear, exquisitely phrased, first- 
person narrative - a Gidiaa ricil - and 
the subject-matter, the dilemma of a 
married homosexual who, after 
conriderable heart-searching, decides 
to leave the wife he ^lovcs” m order to 
obey tbe fondamcntal impulse of his 
nature. In fact, the book can be seen as 
an alternative version of Gide’s 
L’lntmomlisfe (1902), set in pre-1914 
Poland and Austna instead of in 
France and the Mediterranean, and 
vrith the difference that Gide’s hero, 
Michel, addresses his confession to an 
old friend after the death of his wife, 
whereas that of Alexis takes the form 
of a letter to his still living spouse to 
explain his departure. He uses the 
Gtwan argument about the distinction 
to be drawn between love, which is 
what he feels for his wife, and desire, 
which he Is driven to satisfy elsewhere. 
The tone is again one of distinguished 
melancholy, with occasional general- 
izations in the manner of the French 
moraifstes, some of them, it must 
be admitted, fairly lame - eg, ’’Ic 
bonheur n’est. peiit-fitrc. qu’un 
malheur mieux supports”. There are 
none of the spurts of lyrical genius 
which redeem aide's imperfect novel, 
only some a^ecable descriptions of 
pre-1914 East European society, and 
Che homosexual theme is presented la 
such a muffled way as to make no clear 
impact. 

Le Coup de grlhe la very similar, but 
' more interesting. Erik, a German 
aristocrat, has long been the friend 
(perhaps m the most intimate sense] of 
Conrad, a Pole, and of his. Bister, 
■ Sophie, whose country mansion is in 




Marguerite Yourcenar enters the Fhiitch Academy. Wlih her ate Andnf .Boussth, Jean d^Ornieoim and Jean M^ ■ 


the ehtrance examination ter the fleation, into books cofepofed c)tiriy, Itumajtistio. pItiUosciphy! 
Diplomatic Se^ce, She received oWy ferty m fifty yeS» fe^ lj» ewp^ 


they came to England, where they 
Jpwu year, and ftey later led a rather 
npniadlc' existence’ in the south of 
Italy and S^tzerland. M de 
• musthafo been a ouriouB 

mafere 6f playboy and ite^thinldng, 
pniieman-s^olar, because It. was fie 
whottve heramuDdingial^ti^ 
ureek and read many «' tbi IWqch 


o«i.ri • • enu nec-uuiiMUK, 

pniieman-s^olar, because It. was fie 
whottve heramuDdingial^ti^ 
ureek and read many «' tbi IWqch ’ 
^^ici.wjth her; nor does he seem tb • 
wve Imposed on her any of the 
foWntltnjar.ceeftaihtB/ bf the ..time. 

daughter, were fairly ' 
^?^®[.cofripanions until his death in 
which sfie continued the 
In undefined drciim- 
but vn|b appRrently adequate 
resburcei/Saring^h 

.bccuhed a. major, 
t; . mnde' the ac^ittt- ! 

:he : American Orece 


spasmodic private tuition and her 
single fomsal qualification < - until 
universities began awarding her 
honorary doctorates. - .was . the. 
equivalent of an O or A level in Latin 
and Greek. A lesson to be learnt from 
her story Is that schools and 
universities may be irrelevant for 
children of Intellectual stamina, living 
in a cultured setting and ^th enoura 
money to. travel and follow up ibur 
interests as they, please. She seems to 
be fully conversant with Latin and 
Creek, and to be at home in Italian,. 
Modem Creek and perhaps Dutch, as 
■ well as Eogllsb; we are told that since 
her seventy-fifth year she has been 
learping Japanese. 

- In addition to >thls linguistic; 
profleiencyi Youreenai’s. novelx' 

. mdependsniUy of what one may tbfek- 
of them .ks works of art. - show an 
extraordinary range of knowJedw in 
various fields, anoa quite exreptiohal 
. awareness of the whole French literary . 
tradition. Although, In . a 'partly 


fbity or fifty yehn later. 

'If her account iS accurate, sfie Is rii 
B itonishiog ' case -ofvfideUty’ to .a 
fuhdun'eiital purpbse^abd of lack of 
inUnediate literary amulHQq.peitdpi, 


TJmcrWpal 
Ite ls Rn pature ;m I 
to ;B . of II 

lack of - ’ndverforai'. 


iptmediate literary BmPlHbq.-Pertaps, with, the eiccebtibb of Nbuvetleg 
in her early yean, she put llvmg befw orientates, q channiiigly whimsical set 
wnting- it may be significant that she little moral f^ea ! written in 
makes one of her heroes say; ."Les various exotic' 'ritodes — heo*Chinese 
livresnecontlenDentpaslBvie'.ilsQ’en pf Japanese, Greek, Ipdian, etc* all 
contiennent que la cendre' •- and had the other works, while iliustrat- 
tbe sort 6f temperament that allowed Your^ar’s: very self-consdous 
her to wait' fbr her themes to ripen of mastery of the literary style, 

their own accord. Tbe 'fenlence just produce on effect oTimitatiyeness and - 
. quoted comes from A/erfr ou /e V 0 //I uncenlredness, as. if (be underlying 
co/nhm, which achieved a roodut piemes had not been properly 
succisiPesHme in 1929 and was, ste identified and 'put into persp«ftfve. 
^5, a conscientious writing up of the The most niaiKedly . inadequate is 


T’ atfiig^, and Sophie. felJk in love, with: 

loscy^hy; fe orgaqfeed. hlmrsince he cannot respond {6 her 
dnis at-lri(tle-8it the .advanpM; she sjeeps: aroiMid, and 
phlloiopfay 4rid- the: 'finaJiy :-g^ off to. join a pc^tlcaljy 
rtjstfc embodiment in : tblndMfow. who has Grossed over to 
, ; the ! Bofehevlk side, Ev^msUy, ' (be 

rMtim ot Niiuvetles ' Russian detadimerit is; captured ' by 
^Inriv whims^sS Brik’s soldiers, and the traitors have to 
J ^His'\^Itten in beexeculed.SophiedemandsUiatJBrik 


himself should carry out the sentence. 
He complies and blows her brains out 
with his revolver, thus delivering the 
cftup de grdee after having been the 
cause .Of her suicidal de^air. This 
novel is distinguished by some highly 
evocative descMptions of the ^ar-time 
scene, apd It has a «nuine sadistic, or 
even tr^c, vibranon. But again; tbe 
theme of homosexuality, '‘which is 
emnlial lo the plot, is dealt with only 


psr^d.fnvsatl^rit>sal^i(»tB*lf^ -jink^ by (he. passing feom .one to 
uiertiry rareer (Ud hot ically get anwr another of a coin; a ten-lira pie^, the 
wav until after the Second World War, denier, which in each case buvs the 


di^ssed. 
This is 


an api 


aoRe of knowledge in way.until after the Secm^ Wmld war, denier, which in each case buys the • point at which to ask why male 

quite exreptimial with the success ^ of Mmojm person concerned some imaginative •hbmosexuaUty is such a recurrent 

e whom French nterSry tPHadrifn In 1951. From that point e^capefeorhithepressuresof existence: theme in Youicenar’a writing, without 


tradition Althoukb In B 'partly oDwaids, some of her ear her vwrks a deserted husband gives it to the 
reveaii^’ oairiy^ol^ w»m reiSSU|M, som^np“W<*b^^^ prosmute who provSes him . with 

^^nBriohK with MaHhie^ Oaley. woiu.lWtiuiht out reinporery Fellef; the proetitule uses it 

^i^hed under- the title Ler rither In thejr oriioal yersibni to buy maWup to prettify herself for a 

fl980) she protests that she modiBca(loh8,BiiH--aslhawsaid,--ih^ mqetuigwith her omiwt r/e cowir, and 
bSen a svrterrSlfi went on, to recast parts of her eqrly so on, umil finally it is picked out of the 

must be one o^e most' learned" family chronicle. It nw took the form x«vl Fountain by a workman who gets 

of tw ficUqnaj worloiv « drunk to forget bis mlmsriM. Sie 

mav have Uved agroBt dear a Wfionwl novel, and .Comme interconnections are -.gratuitously 

- 

her 
ya 


reveaiina pairiy obfiucatow leiS of were prosmute who 

^^nariohs wift MaHhieii Oaley woiu.lWbuiht out for the fifel^ti reinporery relief; 

elltei in thejr oriimnl wnibn, Qr,wl.lh to bSy maUnp t( 


iqai versions or.wun tQ (jyy mKC-iUp to prettify herself for a 
•j'aslnawsaia.-Bhe .mqetuig with her amant r/e eotur, and 


I'eaii qifi' eottfe, a grou^ '.of' three 
novellas, !- and - two - volumbs of 
blo^phy entitled Archives du Nbrd. 


iltlnately linked to a 
on . Mussolihl’a . life. 


ever being dealt with in a Tully open 
and direct manner. She has said .that 
both Alexis and Erik were modoUed oh 
.people she happened to know in real 
life. Her other three main heroes, 
Hadrian, Z4non and NathanadL (ire 
bisexual, the first two with a dominant 
prb-'mBle tendency: Hadrian’s gfoatest 
passion is, In middle- life, Tor the 
catamite; Antirions, a detail which 
comesi of, course, from the historical 
prefers boys to girls^i 
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the second of these, but the study of treatment of the imperial theme. Her 
Cavafy, which 1 have read, is curiously book is certainly a far more ambitious 
remote and does not tackle the work than Wilder's Jeu d'esprit about 


remote and does not tackle the 
imTOrtance of the homosexual theme 
in nis poetry, althou^ one presumes 
that it was a reason for her interest in 
him. Also, througiiout her work, there 
are many references to sex of an 
orgiastic or more or less “deviant" 
kind, but no major instance of a 
"iiormar love affair. This is the one 
respect in which Yourcenar might 
be considered an unorthodox 
Academician, and It is a pity that M 
Oatey, either through embarrassment 
or misplaced discretion, does not 

? iesiion her explicitly about it in Les 
eia Ouirerts, in spite of the 
programmatic title of that book. 

If Yourcenar herself were homo< 
sexual - as one might perhaps sup- 
pose > one would have expected her. 
at this point in literaiyhistory, to have 
written a lesbian counterpart to Gide's 
L’lmmoraUstfj instead of producing a 
superfluous echo of that male-centred 
novel in Aiexis on If vain combat. After 
all, Colette, in whom Yourcennr 
surprisingly shows no particular 
interest, nad already opened up the 
subject of lesbianism to some extent, 
ana it seems clear that male and female 
homosexuality are much too unlike 
to he used as simple allegorical 
substitutes for each other. Actually, 
Yourcenar nppenrs to have left the 
written evioence about her own 
experiences deliberately ambiguous, in 
spite of the fact that she presents one 


Roman intrigues; it is, in fact, Asiimma 
into which she has packed the whole 
substance of her life and studies up to 
that point. 

She again uses tlie Oidian r^cit, but 
in a greatly expanded form; Hadrian, 
feeling the approach of death, writes a 
long valedictory letter to the young 
Marcus Aurelius, next but one in the 
line of succession, to explain how he 
came to power and according to what 
principles he hasgovernedthe Empire. 


but mortality, in the end, takes its toll 
of everyone. 

The book is an impressive 
achievement, disolavine an effortless 


achievement, displaying an effortless 
deployment of historical detail and 
containing some beautifully realized 


episodes. One may wonder, of course, 
it the real Hadrian was not more 
barbaric and further removed from us 
than Yourcenar's hero. She makes him 
sound at times like a blandly dictatorial 
Secretary General of tnc United 
Nations, which is perhaps natural 
enough, since she has said that she 
wrote the book In a mood of optimism 
when the establishment of a post-war 


At the same time, he allmvs tumself order still seemed possible. If 

^nalhv mprlirnliUR nr nnehc ASirtM nn ... . . r-.Fi. • 


lengthy meditative or poetic asides on 
any subject that occurs - the 
phenomenology of food and drink, 
sex, landscapes, architecture, etc. 

Here again, there is a Oidian 

g recedent; as his last fictional work, 
fide had written a similar yal^ Grdr;^e"Ji“n^ero;S: 
lestament, using the symbolic figure of . 

Theseus as his mouthpiece {ThMe, A^tteipoquc^jemi 
JM6). Since he was by then old and 
rather enfeebled, his is a relatively 
slight book, but it may have 
(fontributed to some extent to 
M^moires d'Hadrifn. 

Mimoires is, then, part historical 
novel and part general reflection about 
life. During the first few chapters, 
suspense is maintained by the 
question: will Hadrian succeed in 
^tting himself adopted as successor to 
Trajan? After his accession, the book 
becomes almost a Utopian dream of 


Mimoires has a serious fault, it lies in 
the fr^uent bouts of high-falutin 
sententiousness, unrelieved by the wit 
or impishness which usually allowed 
Oide to give an ironical flavour to his 
rhetoric. Passages like this sound like 


work in the Pldiade volume as being omnipotence, reminiscent - but on a 
frankly autobiographical. This is -different, level - of Frederick Rolfe's 
Peuxt “produit d'une crise megalomaniacal fable, Hadrian the 
pusionnelle", written at the age of Seventh. Yourcenar's Hadrian is, on 


ihirly-two and consisting of fragments 
from the author's diary, interspersed 
with prose-poems in the form of 


the whole, a man of good will, both 
realistic and idealistic, Spanish- Roman 
in the seriousness of his temperament 


fanciful re-tellings of the stories of and Greek by culture, who enjoys his 


famous lovers, Phaedra, Sappho, 
Achilles, etc. But, despite its 
confessional appearance, the book is 
like an extremely' decorative screen put 
up to bide any literal truth , apart from 
the fact that the experience was 
unhappy, and led perhaps (o thoughts 
of suiciue. One has to look very closely 
at the text to discover whether the 
object of Che author's passion was n 
man or h woman; the masculine form 


tremendous task of holding the myriad 
peoples of the Empire together in 
relative peace, and who, in late middle 
age, can look back vnth some 
satisfa^ion: 

J'avais gouvemd un monde . . . j'y 
avals maintenu la paix. Je I'avais 
gr^6 comme ' un beau navire 
appareilld pour un voyage qui durera 
des siteles; j'avais luttd de mon 


A cette £poquc, je meltais k affirmer 
mon bonneur. k le goOter, k le juger 
aussi, cette attention constante que 
j'avais toujours donnde aux 
moindres details de mes actes; et 
qu'esl la volupt6 e]Ie-m£me sinon un 
moment d'attention passionnde du 
corps? Tout bonheur est un chef 
d'oeuvre: la molndre erreur le 
fausse, la moindre hesitation 
I'altkre, la moindre lourdeur le 
depart, la moindre sottise TabtUt. 

The lourdeur of this accomplished 
but slightly leaden prose is also to be 
found m parts of L'Oeuvre au noir 
which, although written in the third 
person, follows the same pattern of 
novel-like inddents interspersed with 
set-pieces of discussion or reflective 
interior monologues. The book begins 
as if it were to have two heroes; Z^non, 
the seeker after truth who represents 
the transition from alchemy to science 
in the turmoil of the Renaissance 
world, and his half-brother^ Henri- 
Maidmilien, the man of action who 
hopes for .glory and profit as a 
mercenary scudier. the opening scenes 
in which the two brothers set off on 
their different picaresque careers, is 
almost operatic in its simplicity. Henri- 
Maximilien proclaims: “D s'a^t d'etre 
homme", to which zenon responds: "II 
s’aRit pour - moi; d'etre plus qu’un 


because Yourcenar is dealing not with 
the remote Ancient World but with the 
Flemish tradition that was the 
bacl^round to her family history. 
Zdnon is a composite figure, modelled 
on Erasmus, Leonardo dn Vinci and 
various other Renaissance intellectuals 
whom Yourcenar had studied in detail. 
In his reflective moments, he also 
seems to owe o lot to a more recent 
figure, Paul Valiry, who was, of 
course, obsessed by Leonardo. The 
author, with her remarkable 
assimilative faculty, appears to have 
picked up several themes from Valery 
and developed them in licr own way, 
especially Valery's incessant concern 
with the tension between the 
consciousness and tlic somatic 
functioning of the body. To quote only 
one examine, the following meditation 
on excrement is a sort of Valerian 
prose-poem, but again in a style 
slightly heavier than valdry's: 

Plus achimistes qu'il ne I'avait jamais 
dt^ iui-m^me, ses boyaux operaient 
la transmutation de cadavres de 
bktes ou de plantes en matikre 
vivante, stfparant sans son aide 
I'inutile de Futile. Ignis inferioris 
naturae-, ces spirales de boue b'rune 
savamment lovdes, fumani encore 
des cuissons qu'elles avaient subies 
dans leur mouie, ce pot d'argile plein 
d'un flulde ammoniaqud et nitrd 
dtaient la preuve visible et puante du 
travail parachevd dans des officines 
od nous n'intervenons pas. II 
semblait k, Z^on que le ddgoOt des 
raffio6s et le rire sale des ignares 
dtaient moins dus k ce que ces objets 
offusquent nos sens, qu’k notre 
horreur devant Findluctable et 
seerkte routine du corps. 

The title, L'Oeuvre au no/r, as she 
explains it, corresponds jn fact to 
Valery’s analytical enterprise, which is 
comparable to the opus nigrum of the 
alchemists: the breanng down of the 
given into its elements in the hope of an 
eventual, and more precious, 
synthesis. In the novel, the synthesis is 
never . achieved; empirical, scientific 
knowledn rives great power, which 
ZOnon develops as best ne can, but it 
does not, in the last resort, give power 


I own Of a wpman;the_ masculine' fonn '.n)ieiix.oouTfavoiiserleBenadudivin B’arit . nour . mor d'ktra blus nu’un' over its own power, or over the 

fiwifei' I' ® j! dans Tbomiiie,' sans pourtont' y’ homme" When thev meet ub aarin in ' 'vilfulness of mankind, and ZOnon 

T ' ■ i* - ^ rfrunjain.. Mon bonheuF frdddle lite a hundred pages &or; they the jjossiblUty of atomic 

; 'h : ^r5*d!tril,Bnipay«neriL• ^ Smpwr npte^ du^^ a WV energy and the dislocation of the 
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m- 


te , 

‘ aduhkite avdc norreuf'uha trdhlfon de 
Camille, un dchec prks de Claude, un 
scandale qul fdloignerait d'Hlppolyte". 
The-'fiist two names can^be used for 
either sex, but Hippoiyie' is normally 
masculine. Could it be that Yourcenar, 
whatever her own dominant pro- 
pensities, formed an attachment to 
a homosexual or a bisexual, and thus 
found herself in the position of Sophie, 
the heroine of Le Coup de erdee, in 
relation to Erik? However, it so, (his 


' and. the episode is, unfortunately, 
rather sentimental and novelettisB- 
Since Antinous is much like the other 
handsome youths who flit through the 
book, and the Emperor can choose any 
one, it is not obvious why this 
relationship should mean so much to 
him, or why, after Antinous’s death, 
he, the arch-humanist, should en- 


youth, without making his fortune; 
2^non's hopes' of transcendental 
knowledge have been replaced a 
belief in empirical science and the 
practice of medicine, and he is in 
danger of persecution as a heretic. 
Shortly afterwards, Henri-Maximilien 
is killed in a skirmish, and the last two- 
thirds <of the book concentrate on 
Z^non's acti^^itles as a doctor in 
Bruges, until the Church catches up 


the heroine of Le Coup da gnfrv, in courage a religious cult of the boy’s "Uons actiyitles u . a doctor m 
relation to Erik? However, if so, (his ..memory, while .consoling himself wth uubl the Church catches up 

atill'doesnotexplairi wh/she wrote up ' .plhef •youths. , /However/, from : ^at *ud hq .conirats . suicide to 

the experience from the mrie, rather, point onwards; Hadrian's star wanes nvo.id being burnt, at the stake. 
thkh'tne'fdhiale/pQint of view; : andtherestoClhestorylshnolegiacfall This book is less certain in ftructure 
T'lhflv Bnnekr fo he lahriiirlnn the *<*wardsd«th. The great, humanist has than -Mimoires^ but it produces a 

S"™™" •hewofIdwith.pmesucbcH. .rather more, vivid , effect, perhapa 


• ’ I'lhav Booeir to he labdurln# the ™warasq«iii. ihegreat.humanisthas than Afrfwoirej, but it produces a an inextri 

poMdX m^^^^ !!?■ 8“™”*®** the world with sprne.succcBS, . rather more, vivid ..effecti perhaps political-ci 

. sexual, tlfome is obviously, very . 
impofkqht for Yourcenar, but that her ' 

inaDility or uiiwillingneu to put it ■ A ' J A. ' J.1 ' ' H 

■ clearfyjijto perspective froni ad , A‘ 


Ilri'j;'' •• .* ; I*. 


sexual, tlidme is obviously, very .■ 
imporkqht for Yourcenar, but that her 
inaDility or uiiwillingneu to put it : 
clearly Inito perspective from a defloite . 
anrie helps to account forjhe relative ' * 
failure or the early works and for some 
patchiness in the later ones, It' may be 
‘that,. asjiB, latter-day. rpagan by ; 
terriperament. and culture, sne sees 
. .bUmra beings in general as pah-sexual, 
that u, able oV compelled (b Ppprate, 


Yon must recall that here ^ey arc iiitnue, ' 

biir gode. Beeh coilner shdp may need Pbletioiu 
So the geniui rests Content: Kidc a dbg turd 
Dry and crumbling. Every third display of pkra 
On the fo'o^th must be stolen froth-^ one finger ' 


which we have no real control - in 
short, "un dCfaut dans la 
Non-Etre . “ 

Tills latter impression is coQvevedln 

a very powerful and colourful ao»i2 
of the religious and political chaos 
Renaissance Europe, especlBlIy as h 
was reflected in Bruges, fn addition lo 
her mastery of intellectual debate 
Yourcenar has considerable sifts as so 
instinctive novelist, capable q 
rendering the irrational details of 


and VOeuvredu nolr not as historidal 
novels at all but as philosophical 
allegories, we might say tliat the first 
corresponds, by and large, to Gidean 
humanism: human life is ultimately 
tragic, but if men of good will organize 
the world to the best of their abili^ and 
in accordance with the miilHple needs 
of human nature, a deg;ree of happiness 
and serenity can be achieved. *1116 
second is nearer to'Valdry's nihilistic 
humanism; in spite of moments of 
intense poetic delight . and the 
perpetually renewed excitement of the 
thirst tor knowledge, life is, at bottom, 
an inextricable Jumble, an endless 
political-cum-religious tragedy, over 
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eveiyday life with a sort of Flenidi 
enrthiness and solidity. The hi^|£| 
of the book are not ihe 
suphisliented discussions about belid 
and non-belief between Z^non aadi 
uniiincly religious-minded prelate 
but also certain purely non-reflecthv 
episodes such as a description of ihe 
siege of Monster or the story of bo« 
Zdnon tries in vain to escape ftom 
Bruges. 

In the third historical novel, Un 
homme obscur, the instinctive novebst 
seems to take over altogether, and 
philosophical reflection is abnosi 
completely eliminated. It is as if 
Yourcenar, after presenting no 
different types of “great" InrivliM, 
the man ot action and the thiolMr/ 
scientist, had decided to try her hand ai 
another human tyfw, the averngr 
decent man, to whom it never occuis to 
try to be the master of his fate, but who 
reacts with modest courage to the 
Absurd torrent of events. Here again, 
there are obvious literary referencet 
The hero is called Nathanakl, a nanu 
made famous by Gide through in 
frequent use as a vocative in Les 
Nourritures Terres/res; Yourcenarmiy 
have chosen it ironically, because 
Gide’s narrator frequently calls upon 
his Nathanael to become (he bold 
architect of his own personal 
happiness. But, since Un hmm 
obscur was mainly written in the 1970s, 
she had no doubt also had time to read 
Camus; at least, one cannot helpseelu 

P arallels with La Mart heureuse and 
.’Etrangetf and even Le Myihe ie 
Sisyphe and Camus’a early essays. Like 
Mersault of La Mart ketmat, 
Nathanael is tubercular, and bli slow 
death on the shore of one of tlie Nslan 
Islands offers a remarkable siauluily 
with Mersault's corresponding demise 
on the Mediterranean coast' nw 
Algiers. He has the rather dumb ««■ 
meaningness and essential innoaiw 
of Meursault of L'Etraneer, wd 
Camus's generri feeling for the trap: 
beauty of landscape, as weU as wa 
vague nostalgia to • 
consciousness and become “unapmo* 
parmi les pierres". 

Nevertheless, Natlianflriisfinnlysd 
in Yourcenar’s own 
he begins life In GreenwIiJ, Ewg; 

as a mehLber of the Dutch shi^b» 

colony there; he runs away to 
Has various exjperiehces on the 
coast of. Amerfra; ho conw back 
settle in Amsterdam, nret « 
journeyman-printer Involved mtn 
iewlsh prostitute, then as a vriet m to 
house of a rich merchant, to w 
widowed daughter he 

, tender nttachment. As Wslubeipi^ 

' worsens, the 

summer cabin in theJFnsian^WjJJj 
where he dies alone 

"outsider" lOnce andJoraUjW 
■ does succeed admirably, in aw 

cS™Vjike Abiurffet h® 

picaresque careerofatnlnorNo 

hero; and, in exprtj^^^^ 

' inardNate in 

' Flinch, fitom which sentenuo 
. ■ htobeenfliialiyexorcized. , ; , ^ 

' ' Aftbr ' rejecting , Voib* 

. chronoldgicri develdpmtot ‘ j j 

; cenai^a^work. 

, jjave; ,in; fact,, indlqat^ , 

I approaching 
. corresponding, to . 

‘ . publication Ofthetifr®^oi?|^P.,ts they .: 

■ novels, tyhatever «rly . 

may cont^ . 1 reril thein M r ^ g 

depressing ; 

basic iweptfeth-century . h 

' relativriy 

-. ' qufetis(; ^V^his liomag h® ^ 
j jaonrished 

.^tead^^giof;;Qlde^YaW,^^ the , , 
■f' VAHpto Other ; i 
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Mirror on mirror mirrored is all the show 


down ?h^flh*leaMeS^ ^^.tfaces with jokes about the price of interchangeable characteristics, lead 

Linda Taylor taris.ihe.ineffidencyofBritish'R^^^ interchan|eablc lives. 

■■ giyeii himself a respectable heritaae To enhance the mirroring effect, 

Clive James without having to Uve up to mv Soino ^ R®*”* James employs a kind of novelistic 

WantCreatures P— fetlieSK 

ii 7 nn Caoe £7 95 rX disclaimers, James has s®e yourself reflected, and when you insmn^ Lancelot imarines ’"the 

look. ycu«elf you are nowhere .0 be ^""' 00 '^?^ of ZTI^fernou™ 

wSina actor [floating] outside in the 

Clive James has entered the ring again more «3ipsistic, more selPiffiSnt Peregrine Prykke was a swimnting pool" ofal^s Angeles 

lo his padded leather water’s mittens than anythTng he has written before In c«n“*ures. Lancelot hotel. Later, at one of Victor Ludfow s 

andthfitimehe’ssockingittouswitha some sense, he says, all the Seten Wm?hover, the central character in flashy publishers parties, there is, 
novel. WeU . . . it’s almost a novel - are parts of himself: "These are thl Creatures, exists only in the ind«d, a celebrated actor . . . 

James’s initial defensive tactic is to creatures of my mind " (Souah I’rS twxyont etee exists - as floatmg fully dressed, face upwards in 

I.!. nu.. _..w I ... .. . . ^ . I ^iiuuxii 1 m rpfipy-tinnenrnnmonywbk^. UTk»* thp ewiTfiirtina nnni A nH. latpr cfill nl 


DreconcfiivPfrnnfJnn. «VVy,^ o. It's a point about m rror 

preconceived notions of form or style, images: "when youlook at others you 

"X aoop disclaimers, James has see yourself reflected, and when you 
entitled himself to do what he most feok at yourself you are nowhere to be 
likes doing: play. And this particular found.*' 


James’s initial defensive tactic is to creatures of my mind." fThouah I’m everyone else uists - as 

qualify (in his introduction) the nature hesitant to take on the burlv kid from of one another. What James 

of Ihe book he has written: “[it] wiU Kogarah, isn’t that in the nature of ’ 

have to be called a novel, even though character, anyway, whether vou’re i “ *^*^®*? we invent the 
it is patently not a novel in the accepted writing proper or improoer novels?^ 

KiAtMie in th^ ArMnf»H Tapmab !«• 8mA* I tnCm confomi to ccftfiin DBUcrns that 


he has "nothing but respect" 1 
"detached Umpidity". Round 
James. 


for their 
i one to 


Apparently, with its “autonomous 
naturalism", and its ability to "pass the 
test of credibility . . . the novel proper 
is In the main Une of human 
achievement” (it looks like he’s 
sparring vrith Leavis) while “the novel 
improper is, at best, what used to be 
caDed a sport", though it does have “its 


a some sense, he says, all the Sacten W'"?hover, the central character in flashy publishers parties, there is, J 

- are parts oUimrelf:'^? are firW/ajif CrentorM, exists only in the ‘"^ed, a :“'eb*-ated actor.., ™ 

10 creatures of my mind " (SouBh I’rS <hat everyone eUe exists - as floating fully dressed, face upward « 
re hesitant to takc^on the hmiv iSS frl,m reflections of one another. What James *he swimming pool." And, later still, at F 

S KoS of M the gUtter and fun. a Los Angeles party In a pool in the f 

!h chaK. aiiUay ^ « the way in which we invent the middle of the house another » 

!d writing p^eror^m?S noW^ I^opie that we meet In order to make "celebrated actor floated .. . « 

s James in tetensurSft^^ them conform to certain patterns that dressed and face up." What does it * 

le iroDcrlv imoroo^^IovS '*® ®"d, in turn, how we adapt mean? In another kind of novel (the 

S §M?d ^ ourselves to the ideas that others have surrealistic kind?) such an event would .ci 

ir IiILmoa ofus.TheLoadonliteraryscene.oncc ^ loa^d with symbolic significance, tl 

S In^ffon^ agam the butt Here, though, it fs simply a“n example B 

S2aVmrtot« ^ *®® in which of reflection. Because ft is the kinif of o! 

SSmum hJ»?SddeH individualUy is sacrificed to the thingthatmightconceivnblyhappen.it o 

IS ® monster, gossip. It is also an incestuous therefore , happen over and over fs 

writcrs, joumalists Hno hostMscs, who conversation with Lancelot about di 


it doesn't matter who you are with as 
.everyone is (almost) the same - a 
notion symbolized by the fancy dresses 
worn at Elena’s o^ra ball: "Aidas 
were avoiding each other. Figaros were 
being furtive. Kundrys collided." 
James skips lightly through the 
collisions and revisions and divisions, 
only occasionally losing his footing to 
betraysome emotion, some pain beTow 
the surface. It's his life, after all, that 
he's describing - he merely "changed 
his name to several names, dressed 
each of them differently in bits and 


each other through various turning railway lines Into coach roads, 

dfninm.^ aS KiS.' pennutatlojJs of panics, lunches and which reiterates a literary luncheon 

iHcidcnts, Is rfinners (and who get to know each conversation at Foscarl’s. Similarly, 

luoseiy reacocKian. throu^ more private characters repeat each other’s words 

When, however, James stops hiding liaisons in and out of bed), have verbatim, and Ihe beginnings of 

paragraphs or chapters often echo the 
^ endings of previous paragraphs or 

)y anxiety Xi Lo„do„' „ p«p.ed ^ 

^ J interlocking couples. Not only do they 

, ... reflect each others’ thouuits and 

Eachcharacterseeksawayofroping itscontre". Lackingtheraeanstowrite actions, they also have the habit of 

his stow down, he must cearelessly changing partners with the speed and 
which u Fleetwood’s enduring subject, repeat ft to himaeif, temfted lest he expertise of a square dance formation. 
Paradoxically, the homosexual Stuart lose his gist and, in relinquishing Lancelot, who is married to the 
feels most secure abroad His Italy, con^l over events, literaUy lose the academic Charlotte ("for an automatic 
Uke E. M. Forster s, is sufficiently un- world. entrOe to the less interesting, but, he 

English to mue sexual experience In Fictional Lives, Fleetwood’s had presumed, more deeply satisfying 
possible. Hugh’s wntact with the previous collection of stories, Jo^h world which ley Ireyond ana above the 
second-rate bohemia of the Spanish Brandon maiotained that good writers Bohemia he had already conquered”), 
Stepsmalm him feel, for the first time, are nothing more than "mstorians of is in love with Samantha who, 
welcome in the world. After the death the present*’. A Dance to the Glory of regardless of her double first, writes 
of her husband and the wasted years Goa exceeds this brief to the extent feature articles for the dossy 
with the narcissistic Oeorg, Sally finds that, haring specified the disasters of magazines. Charlotte, therefore, feels 
comfort in the love of God although everyday life, it seeks to impose a at fioerty to fall for the radical writer, 
she occasionally wonders if her new system of meaning upon them. It is David, who has to get rid of his 
faith is nothingmore than menopausal tendentious and exegetical. Its girlfriend. Gaea. And so on. In a sense 


fooXperocUan ’ get to know each 

loosely reacocman. through more private 

When, however, James stops hiding liaisons in and out of bed), have 


Grounded by anxiety 


John Melmoth 

Hugh Fleetwood 
A Dance to the Glory of God 
183i». Hamish Hamilton. £8.95. 


.fwnicterUtlc' of the Collection as a faith is nothingmore than menopausal 
tttiole! There is the robust comedy with whimsy. Pat (in “The Story of the 
vfaich. crabby Aunt Con is depicted. World’’), tortured in a Chilean prison, 
She is the kind of aunt who won^ offer 


Paradoxically, the homosexual Stuart lose his gist and, in relinquishing 
feels most secure abroad. His Italy, control over events, literaUy lose the 

III.. V \1 ! ..1 ...._IJ * 


Uke E. M. Forster's, is sufficiently un- 
EngUsh to make sexual experience 
possible. Hugh’s contact with the 
second-rate bohemia of the Spanish 
Steps makes him feel, for the first time. 


world. 

In Fictional 


Lives, Fleetwood’s 


^ ^ possible. Hugh’s wntact with the previous coUection of stories, Joseph 

iiifti iiuBo i second-rate bohemia of the Spanish Brandon maiotained that good writers 

StepsmakeshimfeeLforthefirsttime, are no thinp more than "^torians of 
"Hie Dance”, the first and most welcome in the world. After the death the pres^’. A Dance ro r/ie G/ory of 
con^cuousty structured of the sue of her husband and the wasted years Goa exceeds this brief to the extent 
stories in Hugh Fleetwood’s A Dance with the narcissistic Oeorg, Sally finds that, haring specific the disasters of 
lo Ou Glory of God, encloses a split, a comfort in the love of God although everyday life, it seeks to impose a 
&)aoction or ambivalence which is she occasionally wonders if her new system of meaning upon them. It is 


atheistic and sloppy, is compe: 


yon a driqk now because there’s bound elaborate his own i^holoe;y. Radical 

to be more than enough later and for solipsist, he recreates the universe with 

whom even listening to Mozart is sinful “a flabby imprisoned disgraceful god at 

- we have no “right” to anything so 

Mautiful. Her fireeidng glance might 

nave set Bertram Wooster shaking 1^ Tn ^ 1 1 _ , 

uuiten. 'There ate also the lugubrious QTYIJn 

dlh^snMan (a portrdt <rf the artist ClA-L W J.1 CCXXXVJ 

M depressive), the report on the ' 

oonmuon of England (a national 


that, haring specified the disasters of 
eveiyday life, it seeks to Impose a 
system of meaning upon them. It is 
tendentious and exegetical. Its 
circumlocutions are self-indulgent. For 
all their fluency and seriousness,'these 
stories patently lack the edge and 
precision that a more consTstentiy 
Ironic perspective mi^t have lent 
them. 


E icces of made-up bodies and imagined 
istories, withdrew from the centre so 
that his creatures could all meet in the 
same glass room, and then wrote down 
what they did,” 

And, given that it is his life, James 
.can't resist a few coded references to 
the real London scene. Langan's, 
Bertorelli’s end the Zanzibar are 
obliquely specified. And there are no 
prizes for identifying Ihe man with the 
famous sneer wmo writes minimally 
about poets, the novelist who writes 
disgusting books and who looks like a 
fallen cherub, 'Tim Stripling [who] 
wrote plays at such an Inteltectual 
altitude that only a symbolic logician 
could follow the plots”, or the critic, 
Paula Thorax, with “her rugged good 
looks” and "dark glosses". 

The improper novel, it transpires, is 
an excuse for random fisticuffs. Poi;^t 
about the Marquis of Queensberry. 
we’re in the ring with a professional 
amateur; James’s sheer forcefulness is 
as overpowering, likeable and 
ultimately unmemorable as ever. His 
prose Is briefly effective for its bizarre 
similes, his comic scenes have local 
vigour. The mirroring effect is a good 
idea but it makes no sense of the book’s 
excrescences and only marginal sense 
of its solipsism. Novelisticaily, it is a 
self-defeating process. If an author’s 
characters , are only devices by which 
the author himself is revealed, what he 
has written is a kind of. autobiography. 
As James himself says, be "got away 
with . . . labellmg [unreliable 
Memolrsl as an autoblograpny, but the 
same trick will not work twice.” 


The Architecture of Cognition 

by lOHN R ANDERSON 


Fallen among Finns 


de^efnto shabbiness) and the listless 
Qtolng of squads of tirqd antitheses: 
and being, dream and reality, 
■ Muteiice and essence, Stuart Carter, 
«-pat actor who is responsible for 
«udi. of the extra-narrative specula- 
uen, simultaneously profems a 
touctance to formulate his feelings and 
utuyses them at some length. An 
r ^D^edy of manners is 


T, J. Binypn 

John Gardner 
Icebreaker 
250pp. Cape. £7.50. 
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This is the third James Bond adventure 
Iner following in 
ei 


courting routines as ^barrassingly 
unsubtle as anything in the originar. 
And, be throws into the breW a good 
handful or two of Bond Street brand 
names. Indeed; he's outdone Fleming 
in one respect, in that he's given the 
new Bond a qualify which would have 
come in very usenil in the past; he's 
in^e him prescient.' How else to 
explain the fact that Bond orders from 
Q Brapch'.a “large Paine* Wessex 
’SpeedUne’ line-throwing peek” And 
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A rnajor , event ' iri coshitlve science. The /^rofi/fecfure 0/ 
Cognition presents the latest version of Andeyson's well-known 
cognitive theory. (ACT) and. argues tellingly that the system 
provides a. bai»)c framework .for a unified tneory of the hurnan 
mind."'-' • 

This exceptional book fs the first coherent reply to Chomskyj 
Fodor, and.others who have recently ^vocated the return to a 
psychology ;Of Inde^ndent. mental faculties. ., Andersoii 
betleves/lo the coritrary/thet a uniform cognitive architecture 
can account equally well for the acquisition and performance of 
such diverse skills as solving geometry problems, prograrnming 
computers, playing chess, and learning a first language. In this 
book, he supplies the details of theory and data to back his 
claim and presents what he views as "the final major 
reformulation within the ACT framework." As siich, it is likely to 
remain the state-of-the-art for some time to come. Cognitive 
5c/ence 5er/es, July 1983, £20 00 

EARLIER TITLES IN THE COCNifiVE SCIENCE SERIES: 

Semantic & Conceptual Development An Onotologicaf 
ferdpectlye by FRANK C KEIL. 1979, *13,20 
Culture & Inference A trobriand Case Study by EDWIN 
HUTCHINS. 1980, £11.20 

Syntax & Speech by WILLIAM E COOPER and JEANNE 
PACCIA-COOPER. 1980, *16.80 
Categories & Concepts by EDWARD E SMITH & 
POUGIAS L MEDIN. 1^1, *12>00 


NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPER^CK 

Fact, Fiction Forecast fourth Edition by NELSON 

GOODMAN, £4 00 

"This is the wrk of cohtertiporaiy philosophy, that I would 
most like to have wriKeh.'' •- f A Foopr . 

The Philosophy of Sptifioza Upfqlding the Latent 
Processes of .hfs Reasoning by HARRY AUSiTRYN 
WOLFSON£12 00 . 

"He argues his thesis with persuasionl and wit . . .'arid writes in a 
style that is a rfiodel of darltyi His is a vyprk of firstmagriltude." - 
NeWRepubllc 

■ harvard university press 

; ,126 BuCk'ingharp. Palace ^ 
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The denominational vote 


James Cornford 

Kenneth D. Wald 

Crosses on the Ballot: Pattens of 
British Voter Alignment Since 1885 
263pp. Princeton University Press. 

£21 .S). 
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ornriiijinv hv a QTOwine demand for orities seldom coincide with those denominational basis of the Victorian 

of constituencies.^ THe census data Parties and to elaborate 
ihp £ft were collected with other purposes in fanciful model of the effects _ oi 

ineien. . mind and are difficult to interpret, let the establishment of non-secUnan 

Seven forthcrgeneialdwt^^ manipulate. Informauon on schooling after 1870 on Ae fut^e 

fought before the Firet World Ww church membership and attendance is prospects of the Liberal Party. To 

the s^e sparse. For these reasons historians acknowledge that nonconformists 

franchito. Together .lJ oT the period have either eschewed were strong Liberals and in many 

ifi nSftieJTnartiM wd Statistical analysis Or undertaken it in a places provided the cuttmg edge of 

fortunes of the DOliticai panics ana /. . r..* .-arn/.Q am u nnr tn «av 


The ii’mVt^ ww’usTng imperfect surrogate mid-Victorian radicaUsm is not to say 
measures fbr the socilil composition of that the Liberal Party was a 
ESdf ^ihe constituencies. nonconformist party. It was as much a 

r .wrtaSrilS W.ld is ngh.lv criticl of .hos. “bS etS 
features of twenUeth-century electoral efforts and himselt attempts som^hlng ®JJJ J Crastian whies awostics 

behaviour: the first, a common altogether more systematic and am- churchmen. 
national movement of opinion at bilious. He brings to this task a clear S ‘ " varied 
elections with little regional or head, technical sophistication and a ''*** as a a ty 
constituency variation; and me second, boldness bordering on efCrontep^. But The waning of militant dissent 
class, variously and often vaguely despite sympathy and admiration for undoubtedly had an ertect on the 
defined, as the strongest influence on his thoroughness and ingenuity, I do vigour of the Liberal Party. What i do 


limited w^ us: 
measures for tl 
constituencies. 


looked verv different under another elections witii^ little reuonai ot 
leader? Or was it the result of the constituency vanation; and me second, 
ihrinkaae^Jf L?bour‘st^^^^^^ variously and often vaguely 

?n mfnS; X docks Sfi railwBvs defined, as the strongest influence on 
he wb ks and theindividualvoter-scliolceofparly.lt 

dnesX inmasina volatility of the Is with the second of these pro^itions 
erectomfc pi^^Me that Dr Wald takes mue I^harks 

nf I flhniir hu an alternative with a bsck to an earlier view ^that the 
different soc^l base but an entirely underlying dimension which best 

voters and all the parties? If we are Rtst Worjd War a not ci^s but 
puzHiedaboutwhatishappenfngnowit <*®”omin^on. , 


labour refused to accept the terms of 
the bargain. Why in fact the Ubow 
Party was there at all to profit from 
divisions of (he Liberals and the furtlwr 
extension of the franchise in 191g, 

The answer is not going to emerie 
from the analysis of aggregate natloiS 
data, because, contrary to the received 
wisdom, Britain was not (and is not)a 
homogeneous country. Even withias 
single industry conditions varied 
critically; whereas a Ub-Ub pact 
could be nut tosether in the 


not think tie gets us any nearer to 


is with the second of these pro^itions sorting out the complex interactions 
that Dr Wald takes issue. He harks involved in .social change and the 


E uzzted aooui wnai is nappemng now ii 
; not surprising: we are still puzxled 
about what happened in the Iasi great 
realignment when Labour replaced the 
Liberals. It is on this realignment that 
Kenneth D. Wald’s interesting and 


denomination: Anglican Tories, 

nonconformist Liberals. The sig- 
nificance of this proposition is to delay 
the emergence of class as the salient 
determinant of voting until after the 
further extension of the firanchise in 
1918 and to throw doubt on the view 
that the Liberals already had the 
working-class vote before 1914 and 
threw it away by tactical In^itude and 
divisions in ineleadership. The interest 
of Wald's book lies not so much in his 
thesis, which b both familiar and 
plausible, but in the way he sets out to 
establish it. 


involved in .social change and the 
success and failure of political parties 
in adapting to it. The reasons tor this 
are twofold. The first concerns the 
limitations of the data and Wald’s 


not accept is that a subterranean 
process of socialization among 
successive generations of board school 
pupils un&rmined the confessional 
Basis of Liberalism. Nor was class a 
residual factor emerging only with the 
receding tide of religious feeling. 
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The Third Reform Act of jjj® divlsionsin the leadership. The interest 
obvious place to start. It extended the Wald’s book lies not so much in his 
vote to tim majority of ndult , males, ^hlch b both familiar and 

abolishing an armtrary distinction plausible, but in the way he sets out to 
between borough and county L»ahlish it 
constituencies, many of which were 

industrial, urban or suburban. Fertile The problems facing the electoral 
first time a large majority of analystinthisperiodareformidable.It 
constituencies returned a single is not a strai^tfbrward matter to 
member and the cities were dividecTin compare one mection with another: 
the way familiar to us now. AIom with variations in turnout. In the number of 
the Oimipt Practices Act of 1^, the seats contested and in the party 
increase in the electorate confined affiliations of candidates all create 
direct bribery to a handful of small problems. The» are nothing beside 
tovms, and something like a national - the problems in finding satisfactory 
campaign was waged across the measures, whether for class or 
counliy. The first general election denomination^ to correlate with the 
conducted under its aegis result^ in a voting stalbtics. Ihe administrative 
triumph for the Oladstohian coalition,, swtem might have been expressly 
promptly fell apart, vfeakened - designed to 'frustrate the electoral 
•Mttiedmtely by a dramatic seccesslon uographef.-The bemndaries of regjs- 


limiiations of the data and Wald's recedmg uae or religious leeiins. 
methods of overcoming them. His Through the 1880s and 1890s 
first method is to acknowledge the politicians at all frolnts of the political 
limitations but to go ahead anyway, compass became increasingly aware of 
Hb second . method b to solve the the urgency of social reform for many 
lack of fit between census districts of thmr constituents. Class became 
and constituencies, by aggregating important because people made it so. 
constituencies into surrogate voting In some parts of the country the 
units. The virtue of ecological Liberab came to terms with the claims 
correlations as a technique depends on of organized labour for parliamentary 
the relation between individual representation and adopted an 
behaviour and the context in which it economic and social programme which 
takes place. While one may have appealed to and won working-class 
misgivings about the value of the support. The question b why tius 
measures which Wald has derived from 
the census and still more doubt about 


could be put together in the East 
Midlands coalfield no such thin 
proved possible in South Wales. Nor 
IS It simply a question of the failure o( 
leadership: there were certainly 
failures of nerve and imarination at tu 
top. But the difficulties of ^be lead^p 
reflected division at the local level m 
the differences in the circumstance! 
confronting local leadership. Tlie ooh 
way to get at these b throi^ the 
painstaking reconstruction of local 
and regional political history m the 
manner of Peliing, Thompson, Clarke 
and Waller. Parties may outlive the 
nexus of interests on which they were 
established and suffer dramas 
electoral eclipse. The electoral shod 
may be delayed. But the process is not 
invbible. It can be traced through 
internal party' rows, contested 
nominations, local defections, the 


tUm bis denominational measures, one refused to concede the clai 

wc Can be certain about is labour, or some sections of organized 
U that electora vote in a particular 

rampare ouc Irith another: TT 1 

variations in turnout, in the number of Wald s method saenflees thi s genuine l-l O QC | P . 011 

seats contested and in the party Ll-Cloolt/ VTIJ 

aOIliations of candidates all create 

problems. These are nothing beside “S®^**®* evidence. 

the problems in finding sa&factory Noneofthbwouldmatterifhewere pMata Rrnivn 
measures, whether for class or tentative In hb conclusions, but he ^raig oruwu 
denomination^ to correlate with the- b not. Having established that hb ■■■■■ ■■■ ■ ■■ - 

voting statbtics. llie administrative surrogate measures of nonconformist Carol Thatcher 
system might have been expressly strength are the best predictor of non- „rai. 

deigned to 'frustrate the electoral uniomst voting in his surrogaite j^*7 with 


appealed to and won working-class the local leadership. How far ihii 
support. The question b why this remains the case in the age of televiiioa 
adaptation did not occur across the may be the critical question for the 
country as a whole, why some Liberals Lalfour Party. If Lloyd George could not 
refused to concede the claims of educate' his party, what hope has Neil 

Kinnock? 


Hassle on the hustings 


Craig Brown 


Mttiedmtely by a dramatic seccesslon uo^aphef.-TItje bmiodaries of regjs- electoral uhib, : Wald goes on to 
'Xb4berijlht over Hofoe Rule and mpre Tiftion , .dbtriots ; and;, loc^l- auth-. constnict.ail exaggerated picture of the 
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The eyes ahd ears of Number Ten 

• ■ inside Number 10 to be the “eyes and Wilson asked her to fetch him some 

Victoria Glendinninc against considerable information; leaving the unfamiliar 

P opposition. Some or (he struggles were room by what she thought was the 


Thatcher on the Campaign Trail 
162pp. Sidgwick and Jackson. £6.95 
0>ap9rback,£3.95). 
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TWO of the most popular essay titles set 
by tired teachers to young cmldren are 
“What I Did On My Holidays” and “A 


Victoria Glendinning 

.Marcia Falkender 
; Downing Street In Perapectfve 
280pp. Weldenfeld and Nicolson. 

mw. 
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opposition. 5ome or me struggles were room by what she thought was the 
about "trivial detaib", such as door, she found herself in a dork 
"whether or hot I qualified for tea on a cupboard. She didn’t come out. She 
tray in china tea cups or coffee in a stayed there till the end of the meeting. 


In;. her acknowledgments at the 
beginning of. Downing' Street in 
'Fer^tectt^. Marcia Fallrender, 
mentions- ' Chose people who 
researched, taped, transcribed, typed 
and -"helped with all the tedious jobs 
involvedln putting a book together". 

; A book is not sopiethlng that is written, 
.theiij.it is "put together^', ahd there b a 
fair. bit of tedium' in the process,. It 
follows that thb is. not an inspired 
\ publication; and the number of 


silver Mt serv^ in my rooni^r Just a Wilson's controversial peer-making 

Office sadly. She accepted her peerage 

authoritative 10 Doiiming Street . ^itlf mixed feehngs, hoping wfih 
headed writing-paper for its own Harold. WUson tSt , the public 
communications, a«lrnmu1aflnman»um„1y!Ma.,Mlia,.*#%Ua 


..rij JuT cievanon is menuoneo oneny ana 
KS® s^ly. She- accepted her peerage 

Doiiming Street ^it^.. mixed feelings, hoping w«h 
per for its own Harold. WUsM tut the .public 


Harold . Wilson that . the . public 
acknowledgment would cause her to be 


Day in the Life of a Penny”! The 
completed essays tdnd to be episodic, 
over-excited and ungrammatical. 
Noslness Is all that keeps the teacher 
readily: the unguarded child might let 
a variety of cats out of family bap, 
revealing Dad as an alcoholic. Mum as 
a nag or little brother as a swank, 

Carol Thatcher's Diary of an Elec- 
tion shares most of the characteristics 
of this type of essay. Like the heroines 


seeks to diminish the rabllc imsM of 
the author as a very efficient andvery 
determined Eminence bion^ -With a 


in June waA. Schbolfriend or Bimtv, 
wherever she goes, a bubble 
containing exclamation, marks galore 
goes with her. Everything merits a gasp 
of admiration .or astonishment. 
Though everyone else In the world 
knew that there would be a June 
election, Carole, awoken. In, Tasmania 
with the news of her mother’s 


.wu very, sorry then. and 1 stii 


compelling "need .to know’’. She; though I hope that one day it will.'' 
enjoyed off-side diplomacy: in 1975 PoUncs is not. such fon. Myself,. I'd 
she passed unofficial messages from rather sit in a dark cupboard. 

Wilson to the. Prime Minister of Israjel .„h« «,jti; 



r:: 1 ; 

im-: 


flew back to England, spending tbe 
first, quiet days of the eleclioQ 
bni^ing up her English. 'These are 
very much early days in the campal^, 
witn a little sniping but no real getbng. 


with a little sniping but no real gejbog 
to grips with the issues' dogfights. ^ 
once the campaign got going, earn 
followed "Mum" everywhere - out* 
coaches and into factories, out « 
factories and into coaches, alwM^ 
her coached and well-couchw fwi-, 
"Her mission between now and polUM 
day", Carol reveals dispassionately.® 
to sell the achievements of the last rwr 
years and to expose the Labour ParyJ 
Manifesto as the devastatingdocuiwin 
and extreme left-wing set of proposaii 
it really is." .. 

When Carol gets into her stridejJW 
begins to feel relaxed at her 
(or -. perhaps - Dictaphone) s trap 
of the hippy enters her vocabul^^ 
"hassles", Hunkets” and even ^ 
abound, and "Mum" is at one poin « 
touch uplift” and 
"positively knackered" . But th 
moment ^Miim" is attacked, ^ 
swit^es back to the language of 
Head Girl at St “'S 

persistent questions of a viewer w 
BBC's Natlonwitie programSf'JS 
says "The best way to X 
went on the air is that It 

exampleofthe most crass nasti^J^^ 

dlscourtuy shown to a Pr^e nun 

ohatelevstonprogramnie. ■ 

is one’s noslnew rtwar^ 

np. .Carol made 


. lair.oit or tedium in the process, -U Wilson to th&Pnme Minister ot The book ends with brief diarScter ®dnouncement, flew into a terrible tizz. ohateievslonprogramme. ■ 

iwpired about a sudden shift, in Amencan of VLeading' Labour “My emotions were muddled between : jg nostnew rewarde^ 

':pubUc^om .and tlw numter . of . pq Such actiWtiu .were penonalities”. In view of recent amazement at hearing that the balloon Aiat no Carol has made 

•wnttncesteglnnfog'^ h^ullty preoccupations, they may be -Wordi had gone up", she recollects, "and ^to find om what riught inier^ 

Sms's.*;?! 

!^|fe«ye^Vti$& :l976't^;ye#^tmjl6TtapLj^ room ;:.T4a80n.’’;'..,Mfchael, jFbqt'i . KlSSSffi fu-iS is thaLtl« . 

S'- Wwiiiiw wKen liW'lkbour Party was ■ "aODedlran ^ of aiinpHcltv**-'iB in' ><>*■«** . “®;® ®u.me Daot .Uokliah ..iMt m the "Yond . 

; ::crafSf .oml»Jau endlta^tb^rold ■ . of hicbz^e : Bh$t jhoatric$l!^ac1ilhjg ■ eSSSdictiob to the ^reaP' Michael, bShiblhSJ TiS^er" 

resi^a^^ two shwi from.. !5ianley,< B^^^ # 

k(|imlni8ts;a.tionj< -She bpgiqs .with, the Mortimer Ohertiii^,pcrh®(i « foucli < apbarehtly liSking in s6lt-doubt"..Roy rtlSl?!;} ? “***"“8* ^® It A > 


i.tbo -rltl- 


on page 13U, sne leus w, 

Militant Tendency”, but 

she ends her stow, Tim *iJ®{'hat!tM 

.tic^iah ..fact ui. the book J® »Yond 


'ijof RUmj^fik qbpm,hiin in days); .' 


r greaiiy imptoved the -.ability to pro ect- ah idedlzed veto^ 
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biography 


Subfusc Scarlett 


Julia O’Faoiain 

Anne Edwards 

Tbe Road to Tara: The Life of 
Margaret Mitchell 

Hodder and Stoughton. - 

^340 32348 5 ' 

Those who fail with the sword often use 
the pen to transmute old shame to old 

a and writers from the American 
I were long fond of the trick. This 
li understandable. After all, the South 
is the only place where American 
citizens lost a war on home around. 

Two an^otes from Anne Edwards’s 
life of Margaret Mitchell make tbe 
point. 

The first concerns a moment in 1911 
when tbe ten-year-old Margaret, who 
bad beard tales of Southern gallantry 
since birth, discovered "to her shocked 
distelief’ that the South had not won 
(he war. Her informants were black 
field hands on her aunts' cotton 
plantation and though the biography 
leaves the story there one longs to ^ 
know more, in what spirit, for U. K. McGrcgOr 
Instance, did those connoisseurs of. 
defeat pass on the stale news? The 
second incident was an exercise in 
sMboIic rehabilitation. In December 
1939 the film of Mitchell’s novel, Gone 
vM (he Wnd, had its world premibre 
in Atlanta, Georgia; a statewide 
holiday was proclaimed by the 
aoveroor, and film celebrities arriving 
for the event were watched by crowds 
'larger than the combined armies that 
fou^t the battle of Atlanta". 

Coiuederate flags waved; the. band 
pli^d "Dixie”, and for the entire state 
of Georgia it was« writes Ms Edwards, 

"like winning the Battle of Atlanta 
seyuty*five years late". Those whom 
history will not vindicate can look to 
(he movies. 

Fair enough, but should a new 
biography continue the process and 
pile legend upon legend? In. her 
peke, Edwards cl^s that, her 
cwke of subject was due to 
‘'cinunistances that seem in retrospect 
to have been guided by fate”. Tliis 
out to mean that having written a 
w of Vivien Leigh and a sequel to 
wltlt tne Wind “as a book which 


extraoidinary Ufe and her tragic and 
dramatic death". ^ 

Recyding researched material is a 
respectable practice and Edwards 
might have been wiser to admit that 
was what she was doing. As it is, 
the hype leads to disappointment. One 
looks in vain in The Road to Tara for 
“d the "tragic and dramatic 
death” boils down to Mitchell’s being 
killed by a car some blocks from home 
at the age of forty-eight. 


into a comforta^Atlanta family. Her 
father was a lawyer, her maternal 
grandmother a wholesale grocer and 
she had an aunt with magnolia skin 
who- injected her with a dose of 
Southern resentment and romance. 
Her mother, a feminist, urged her to 
get an education but died during 
Peggy’s first year at Smith College. She 
promptly abandoned plans to be a 
doctor, dropped out and returned to 


Atlanta, where she met Red Upshaw, 
her first husband and the model for 
Rbett Butler. He was a student and an 
occasional bootlegger who was 
considered "wild" and “dashing". 
Peggy, a flirt, had hitherto enjoyed 
'pushing her beaus to the very euge of 
control - at which crucial moment she 
would become all righteous 
ii^ignatlon”. The marriage broke up 
after a few months. Upshaw left, came 
^k and, after some teasing in the 
bedroom, battered Peggy, who had to 
be hospitalized. There was a divorce 
and in 1925 she married John Marsh , a 

J ournalist who encouraged her to 
lecome a reporter and later prodded 
her into writing her novel. Edwards 
notes that “Though Peggy gloried in 
. . • playing theSouthemcoquette, sex 

Itself had been a painful, distressing 
Mperience . . . Marsh had made no 
deniands ... and ... she fell 
confident he would never take 
advantage of his position as her 


husband”. Interestingly, having moved 
from a wild man to a tame one, she 
made her heroine, Scarlett, do the 
reverse. Romance is written by and for 
those who prefer prettification to 


Newspaperman report 


Michael Leapman 

Barefaced Cheek: The apotheosis of 
Rupert Murdoch 

nn6 Stoughton. 

0 340 28211 8 


In thirty-one years and from fairly 
small beginnings in AustraUa, Rupert 
Murdoch, now aged fifty-two, has 
put together a massive enterprise 
stretching over three continents. He 


analysis or action and, it is striking that 
MitcticH was propelled first ^ her 
mother who got her as far as Smith and 


then by Marsh. Daily, when she was 
writing her novel, she read him extracts 
which ne would correct - and later she 
was touchy about rumours that he had 
helped write it. 

Anne Edwards links the success of 
Gone with the Wind with the 
insecurities and gloom of the 
Depression, Its publication, she feels, 
"marked a real upturn ... in the 
American people’s pride in their own 
accomplishment”. Seen as a “har- 
binger of . . . a national literature", 
she considers that it "celebrated the 
American past in a way that the novels 
of Willa uther, William I^ulkner, 
and Thomas Wolfe had not”. Early 
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reviewers compared it to Che works of 
Har^, Tolstoy and Dickens, but Scott 
FitzGerald considered it to have “none 
of the elements that make Utcrature”. 
Anne Edwards prefers to come down 
on neither side. Her last word on her 
second-last page is “Whether or not 
Cone with the Wind is a masterpiece 
has always been a matter of con- 
troversy”. 

Day-to-day chronicling is Edwards's 
forte and she informs us minutely 
about Margaret Mitchell's hypochon- 
dria, clothes and quarrels mth her 
pubushers, and about the mountains of 
letters she unote to fans and reviewers 
- nearly ^,000 in four years. Flirting 
with them as once she bad flirted with 
men, she frittered away the time and 
energies which might have gone into a 
second novel. Gone ivfi/i the Wind had 
drained her: it was a brick of a book, a 
freak statistic which has outsold every 
work in bard cover except for the 
Bible. 


berond the printed word: he controls 
telmsioD stations as well as an airline, 
and he is involved in industries which 
range from farming to oil and natur^ 
gas. The now fashionable attachment 
to mid-Victoilan economic and moral 
notions may well create a market for 
the publications of a lBtte^clay Samuel 
Smiles who will record and praise the 


achievements of today’s exponents of 
the virtues of indiistn and self-help. 
Among these, Mr Murdoch will.un- 

J— . 1 . Al C A I- 


i.^a.ij al 7 J r j V ruiiuiiK uicac, rauiuuui wiu.un* 

^ would then be adapted for a doubte^dly be in the front rank, 
^npiay", she tuined next tp . ' 

Margaret Mitchell, who captivated her On any showing,. Murdoch’s career 
vith ’‘the aura of mystery, defiance has been remarkable; hence it raises 
aod drama that surrounded her many questions. From (he business and 


financial angle, what were the i 
circumstances which favoured the 
expansion and profitability of Ills 
group? What desires have driven him, 
and do they stem from the protestant 
ethic or from a different sort of 
compulsion? Is his purchase of The 
Times perhaps to be interpreted as a 
modern example of conspicuous con- 
sumption, a form of cosw entertain- 
ment which Murdoch offers daily to 
top people? Did he chiefly seek power 
or riches or may he simply take 
pleasure in running a successful busi- 
ness in which control remains in his 
own hands? How does his style of 
manaument compare with the prac- 
tice of others past and present? In- 
triguing questions arise concerning 
the social status of entrepreneurs and 
of their different situations and ranking 
in Australia, Britain and the United 
States. Indeed, it would be easy to 
compile a long catalogue of such 
questions. Some, however, will .wish to 
know what can be learned from Mur- 
doch's conduct of newspapers in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, about the 
conditions in which a free press can 
exist and about the actual relationships 
of proprietors with their editors and 
joumalists. .What light does the forma- 
. Uon and behgriour .of tfa^ Muirioch 

K shed upon jxMsible answers to 
lestlon: ought governments to be 
empowered to scriitinize and. regulate 
the bb)4ng and. selling of nempapers - 


on grounds other than the desire to iiim “therefore descriptions of 
restrict concentration and monopoly? conversations and incidents In which 
Should a proprietor be able to do as he [Rupert Mur^ch] took part roly on 
pleases with this form of property? the evidence bf others present . . 
Does the experience of those who have Much that this biography contains is 
worked for Murdoch suggest that the accordingly second or third-hand 
ethics of journalism and toe cohesive- reporting; the render is given neitlier 
ness of its practitioners could effective- the means nor the opportunity to judge 
ly limit his power as a proprietor? How the reliabHity of the sources. The best 
well or badly Is the ^blic interest in that can be said is that Leapman writes 


well or badly Is the public interest in tnai can oe said is that Leapman wnies 
newspapers served by Murdoch's type brightly, thus making bearable a 
of management? tedious recital of what is alleged to 

unhappily, Minhaal Uapinan give, 

^aEliionorbaainaasd^i. _ 


E rovides in the course or far too long a •„ — ' — * . J 

ook very little in the way of usable Uapmao has nrf mam 

information for answering questions docmmcntatlOT wwld be 

about Murdoch and his acnvTties. It is unhelpful even If i could be relied on, 
difficult to infer from the text what for it amounts mostly to no more than a 
questions Leapman had in mind to 

answer. What he provides is, first, a ^**1® 

brief account of Murdoch’s family interest In his subject s personahiy. Ir 
background, though it seems to add f«®*u» reasonaWe to think « unhltely 
littletowbatwasafreadyinpriiit.Then ^hat anyone could have Mu^Mh s 
there follows a histori<ml narrative of • achievements under his belt and be » 
episodes, limited very largely to Mur- **“11, sinmle-minded and as crudely 
doch’s dealings with newspapers and u 'n Mtoboard figure 

editors, strung out forlornly In the rest which 8®ps ® 

of the book uke old underwear on a P®8®®- i? m<feed he is like ih^ an 
clothesline. explanation, howvertentatiw.TO^^ 

be fasanating. Even the title of the 
Leapman says . that his information book is puzulng: the reader is given 
“is the product of. more than J20 few grounds for -believins that Mr 
interviews in BHlaliip Australia and the Murdoch has a habit of insolence (or is 
- United States". In order , to protect . “barefaced dieek"a delicate reference 
confidences'^ noiie of. there sources Is to page 3?) and none for crediting him 
named, Murdoch' declined to t^k to with oivlni(y. ;.- . . 
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Stone unturned 


John Stokes 

Schofield 

Jigger 


Methuen. £7.95. 

Wsissox 

^ pictures of the dance of 

^1®* ifl® living join in promenade 
win the dead. The living are arrangOd 
^werarchy . - ■ from . . monarch to 
man - while the dead may be 
5 52/ * ^ ® single figure;' a 

Ste"* The' rnotal fs lea a 

H,5^pcntance than a reminder that 
At of death' ail are equal.. 

.£fJ"Pu^iini.Stone8 sang it in'ihe 
you reed your 
J? & standing in the shadow?” 

blackly in the 


whose giggles and grunts often leave It 
to others, less canny than himself, to 
articulate his simifleanee. Paced with a 
trickster, Ms Scofield sensibly adopts 
a calm gaze ahd applies some 
rudimentary sociology. 

Jagger was born in Dartford ui 1943. 
Oro'^g up in the London suburbs in 
the 1950s, with no history apart from 
that which your parents were anxious to 
forget, fantasies were needed: why not 
make believe that south of tbe nver 
could double for the south sideof Chica- 
go. that Ealing Broadway could 
wrberate like its New York name^e?. 
Jagger's later incarnations fere far Ie» 
fun than the inventions (hat he onre 
shared With his generation: aristocratic 
debauchery has always Iwd its place 
among - middle-class ambltionSy but 
Chuck Berry on the tube was d more ex- 
hilarating ride than the jaded salonien 
crtiise to Mustique. Jour’s first stop 
was the LSE and a flat m Edith Grove 


becDihe both victim 
.^^^t|:4andiig Mth himself. 

1 dominate .'Carey 

Wrthday. Brian Joribs 
of his Sussex 
^i2^.iPboi, Tara Browne hai 0 




\r 


' by Hell’s 

‘'!BrS^b*ir? ^ttobnt'Feetivali and 

Bis olvn 

r .oftly iwith Richard- 

^ ’ wd® in’s® aU; as we 

S. ''l^'.Bi.?yi:'toerDUGh.' thhnoh-tn'melte 


years; the time Was npe, the P^i®W®« 
T aoear has always, rirrouiibed 
himseu with' edutatprs 'P. 
the world. At the start they Include^ 

Alerib Komef with 
knowledge, iof; *0 ^ 

designer Chrutoph^ 
imprereriq Robert '.f^®^"j^^red -: 
the T960 s;, other mento^^^ 


I : . ^ 

MikeJaggerinCotognejrMro>diieedJromTUt RollingSlones: The Last Tour 
‘ (I28ppi SimvIekendJaehpn. SSm, 0 283 9^180/) with photographs by 
Philip Kmin tut 'd text by James Karnbach. ' 


^fully ^unguar^^^^^ 


Schofield has collected .from Jagger’s 
friends suggest ' that theirs . are the 
memoirs that publishers should be 
queueing for, rather than the 
iatitohiography that J[agger, again with 
help,' has recentiy s®la nnd i’ now 
bepniiing'to compose. 

Cainirfeli’k Performance is h iypicai 


London oapxcnai: pi me : A/niieu;iive 
'Sandl^di^ded sre’rellirtiberbd" variety 


-(midway' between Pintei- and Mfnder) 
nuts up agdniat psychedelic -vacuity. 
Jn a ^suitably ' numbed version of 
himself, Jagger (*T. Just -wannil' get 
my Skull completely empty"! playTa 
retired rock star whose libertine 
lifestyle provokes the COckiiey sneer: 
"ComM Kttle' geezer, .you*I| look 
^tumlywbeny5ou'rofifty.v. 

: Halfamj)li^dttepded)b^ 
concert'fo l^i friaybe^ Half :a- 
heard Shelley’s' words' .’(We depay'/ . 


, like corpses in a .charner’ vriien Jagger 
in Dartford/DoHa dialect dravled 
Ado/iefr in memory of Brian Jones. In - 
the 1970s Tennyson’s TItbonus look 
over. "Why shoiud a man desire in any 
way/To vary from the kindly race of 
: men”? Suburban boys who had grown 
up in the 1950s knew exactly why: 
money ajid girls were their answer. For 
Jagger, it seems, they, still are. 
Schofield collapses recent history into 
a mere tiftypages, chronicling no fresh, 
.scandals. ISianca Perez Moreno de* 
Mae|as"(“an old-stvle eburtessh^, in 
the loyal words of, friend Caihmell) 
comes and goes, a million pounds 
betteroff; Pnnee Rupert Loewenstein, 
merchant banker, comes and slays; 
Jerry Hall, Texan model and horse- 
breeder, comes, goes, and comes back 
Main. ‘ Charlie Watts, the Rolling 
^ones drummer, loses his hair, Mick 
takes up jogging and, in a sad vignette, 
his (laughter goes through a difficult 
time at school. 


' Back in the suburbs; Schofield 
suggests, contemporaries -from 
Dartforo Grammar, now solicitors and 
university lecturers, are struggling with 
mortgages and career problems, ^ick 
JhUer'fi she hazards, "must. be. the 
on^one whose present Iife.would.be- 
envied by his fifteen-year-old self." In 
■^®88®r*s generation there were All oian- 
nen of energies for his Jumps and japes 
tpstir. Afterail, "Life was never loiter 


get' what yoij need'. 
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A general out of step 


Pbtro Grigorenko 
Mcmoln 

Translated by Tbomas P. Whitney 
462pp. Collins. £15. 

0 00 272276 3 

Let it be said at the outset: this is an 
important and in many _ ways 
fascinating book. Bom in 1907 into a 
popr Ukrainian peasant family. Petro 
Grigorenko rose to the rank of major> 
general in the Soviet army, serving 
with distinction in the war against. 
Hltier. A fervent communist and: 
convinced Stalinist, he greeted 
Khrushchev’s famous 1956 ^‘secret 
speech”, which initiated the process of 
oe>StaMntzation in the UwR, with 
shock and dismay. Yet five years iatep 
in September 1961, we find this 
erstwhile true believer speaking out 
at a p^y conference of the Lenin 
District of Moscow, advocating the 
democratization of Soviet elections 
and the responsibility to the voters of 
those elected. By 19M, “a commission 
of experts presided ctver by 
Academician Snezhevsky, with the 
special participation of a Professor 
named Lunls” determined that 
Grigorenko was Insane, and he 
unoenvent the first of two gruelling 
Jncarcerations in a prison mental 
hospital. In 1977, Gri^renko was 
permitted to go to the United States for 
an operation and, while there, was 
depnW of his Soviet citizenship. 

Grigorenko calls this volume of 
memoirs a “confession”. The term is 
apt, since the book's essential purpose 
is to recount how a morally alert 
individual became gradually enmeshed 
in the webs of ideological fanaticism, 
from which he began to extricate 


E * ariat takes power into its 
not, like the classes ruijng 
before it. to make eternal its ruling 
position, but to raise everyone to its 
own level, to transform society into a 
unified collective of workers in 
which there will be no difference 
tetween mental and physical 
labor. . . , 

And Grigorenko recalls: ”We received 
such i«as enthusiastically. The 
happiness of all people was our goal.” 
It took him some forty yean to realize 
that this new religion was false. 

When Stalin emerged as leader in 
the [ate 1920s, Grigorenko saw him as 
an embodiment or the new creed. “I 
amed with Staiirt's every word. He 
liberated me from ail doubts.” 
Grigorenko believed so intensely in 
communism and in Stalin (the two 
were identified in his mind) that he was 
prepared "to accept any entne” in their 
name. 

Yet, as he realizes in retrospect, 
people were always at work seeking to 
cure him of his enthralment. Thus his 
father and uncle spoke scathingly to 
him of the forced collectivization of 
agriculture and predicted the 
catastrophic famine which in fact, 
shortly ensued. After the war, certain: 
reformist Marxists, friends of the 
family, sou^t to. show him the 
di^rence betviwen Lenin's 
prescriptions and the present state of 
affairs. VasilyTe^a.agraduateofthe 
Institute of Red Irofessors, informed 
him that "corrimunism did not exist in 
the Soviet Union and that the men 
ruling the country were ordinary 
aanzsters, . A staff writer for 
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mincMos ot ioi^ogjcaiiana^^^ f'wvda. Moisei Chernenko, taught 
from which he l» 8 «n to ejtrrote u„dentand current eventefto 

SUVA fc'vS “eWclS 

li OttWjcy. awl to a moderate form of . 

r.Ukrairilah nadonalism. The ,bopk It was. however, the Kbrutfnlchev 
'. traces thi| : journey with metlorlous period which opened the first fiertoui 
't',, ^KlPtlefo . nsfUTesinQrijgorenko'ibehefsyrteni. 

inclined to be sympathetic to foe new. wUnlentipnally brought Into fows 
; Bolshevik state of “workers and faUuw of the Soviet 

peasants”. A reading of Bukharin's system md Soviet spdety. A 

The ABa of Communbm provided a Qngorenko decided to 

particularly strong stimulus for an' <">*o®ethlng about it. 
awakening faith in communism: . was Grigorenko’s speech at the 

The simplicity of its concept shocked Lenin district party conference In 1961, 
me.Tbehlstoryofhumanity,itsaid, referred to earlier, which seems to 
. is the history of class warfare. Until- have been the decisive milestone in his 
. the working class -the proletariat- spiritual odyssey. The Soviet general 

eiiteredth^Jamtta|ofhmoty,socleiy gave the impcompui spe^ was 
•was divided into the oppressoTt end. - ^-**— *-^ _ 


John B. Dunlop 

men”. "More and more”, he recalls, 
“the idea entered my head that the 
social structure created in our country 
was not a socialist one, that the ruling 
party was not communist.” 

This insight prompted him to re* 
examine the writings of Lenin. To his 
growing discomfiture, he began to 
realize that the seeds of the party's 
undemocratic behaviour had been 
plant^ by Lenin himself, but for a long 
time he refused to accept the lo^c of 
this realization, ie, that there is 
substantial contiiiuity between 
Leninism and Stalinism. 

By the summer of 1963, the major* 

g eneral had, incredibly, resolved “to 
attle the leadership of the CPSU 

{ Communist Party of the Soviet 
Inlon]”. Soon he was mailiiM 
anonymous lampoons to Pravda and, 
togeUier with ms son, organizing an 
underground alliance for the rebirth of 
true communism. Inaseriesofleaflets, 
he attacked such abuses as the Soviet 
people’s lack of rights and the 
omnipotence of bureaucratic power. 
Eventually we find him handiiu out 
leaflets at the Hammer and Sekte 
factory in Moscow. To the astonished 
'workers, he declared, "I'm tired of 
bdng afiraid." On one occasion, 
wearing his general's uniform, he left a 
leaflet at the Pavlelsky Station. Soon, 
Inevitably, the KGB was on his trail 
and, just as inevitably, he was arrested. 

The Soviet authorities were 
understandably puzzled and disturbed 
by the case oi this general turned 
dusident. Semichastny, chairman of 
the KGB, and his first deputy, 
^kharov, were both present when 
Grigorenko was brought to prison - an 
unusual honour for a political 
prisoner. The entire Politburo 
reportedly listened to the tapes of his 
interrogation by a KOD official. And it 
was dedded to declare this general 
with reformist illusions to be Insane. 

freed from the mental asylum 
during the confusion accompanying 
foe wai^ of -leadership in 1964 


Tatars, a displaced nation of 200,000 poised over you ready to hurl himself 
who had been forcibly removed from upon you." Who among us could 
their homeland by Stalin. It is no survive a week of such “treatment"? 
exaggeration to say that Grigorenko is Yet Grigorenko endured four yeats of 
a nanonal hero to this people. it, did not break, and was ultimately 

May .969, Grigorenko wa, 


In May 1969, Grigorenko waa IhiTaereeaatonrbrs^^^^^^^^ 
arrested for a second time, and on ^ President Nixon were eipSiSuy 
occasion the rdgime seems to have heloful V pwiauy 

resolved to break its intrepid ^ 

opponent. He now spent forty-nine While Qrigorenko's spiriluai 
harrowing months in various prison journey is the central focus of these 
hospitals which had “sprouted like memoirs, the book contains much ek« 
mushrooms” during Andremov's that is of interest. Military hisloriau 
tenure as chsiinian of the KGB. It was willfind bis account of Stalin's pune of 
durinz this incarceration that themilitary.oftheSecondWorldwBr. 


during this incarceration tliat 
Grigorenko refined and deepened his 
boyTiood religious faith. 

Internment in a mental hospital, 
Grigorenko observes, is far worse than 
being interrogated as a criminal: * 


the military, of the Second World war, 
and of his experiences at the Fnime 
Military Academy absorbing reading. 
It is noteworthy that Grigorenko hu a 
low opinion or many haDow^ Sovkt 
generals such as Budyonny, 
Timoshenko and Zhukov, while he hu 


If you say to the interrogator that great respect for others who are never 
there is no freedom of the press in mentioned, for example Shtern, who 
the USSR, that means that you are a was shot during the ^rges, He has a 
slanderer, a criminal. If you say the special dislike of ^ukov, who» 
same thing to a doctor-psychiatrist unparalleled ferodty atul readiness 


he says that this Is delirium, a mental “not to spare the men” endeared him 
illness. If you say to the interrogator to Stalin. Grigorenko also Includu 
chat elections should be made some fascinating peratrapbs <m 
elections . . . that means you are a Zhukov's role in lurushchev'i 
criminal. . . .If you repeat the same successful struggle against the “anti- 
tfong to a psychiatrist he will ascribe party group”. 

aSI" nf There are also some cnllghteniog 

P® 8 “ Brczhnev. whom Ongerenio 
Brezhnev Is 

described as utterly ruthless, a cynk 


have to renounce your own 
convictions. . . . And if you are 
unwiillAg to thus recuperate, you 
will be subjected to an indefinitely 
long “treatment” - lifelong. This 
gives you something to think about. 


OrigorenKo in a mental hospital In 
19M, but it was too late; thejenetal 
had already been leleaaed. “Iney let 


had already been released. “THey let 
^g treatment - hwlpng. This ^ 2 ^ 2^00 

gives you something to think about. ^ have exclaimed. Thete «e 

In unemotional tones, Grigorenko also brief descr^rions of other Sovk 


des^bM the horrors and Indi^ties to .leaders* tncludln^ 

which political prisoners are subjected chev^s defeuce tninutet, MSuiioviiyi 

in Sovtet prison mental hospitals. The and Demitfoev. 

prisoner who refuses to take oiaUy the book also contains elements of 1 

drug aminazln (sunilar to the Western story, arigorenko’s second mfc, 

Thorazine) has his buttocks slashed Zinaida herself the daughter of 1 


(Khrushchov had not only wanted to 
- ' keep him in the psikhushka but insisted 
that tUs insane, man be demoted in 
military rank),- Gi^rehko soon 
enteced the mainstream of the nascent 
Soviet human rights movement. To 
earn a living, the ex*general had to 
work in vegetable warehouses in the 
Crimea anoMoscow, watched over at 
' all times by “four athletic youiu men”. 
Despite the surveilianoe, ne met 


walking, 

extremel 


sitting, 

difficult. 


extremely dimcuit. Anotner orug, 
haloperl^l (similar to the Western 
Haldol) can cause asphyxia and body 
tremors. These medications, it should 
be emphasized, were forcibly 
administered to mentally healthy 
Individuals Interned solely for their 
politicaror religious beliefe. As for 
Grigorenko, he Was forbidden to have 


to erapt, mucing integrity under unspeakably Irw 
and sieving conmtions. She now shares m 
Another drag, husband's life in the cmigraiion. 


id body Qrigorenko's Memoirs 
t should somewhat uneven in style. 
foixtibly sections, espexialiy the dwcnp|lw,« 
healthy the Khrushchev years, make nveti^ 
ir their reading. In some places, the nwow 
As for is less tightly structured. 
to have however, it keeps one's interest, 


BukovslVi Oinzbum, Yaklr, and other 
leading dissenters; Mkharov sent him a 
copy 01 his now-famous memorandum; 
Soluenitsyn invited him out for a 



was divided into the oppressors and. 
(he oppressed. The oppressors, the 
ruling class, 'preserved thdr 6 wn^ 
privileges omf exploited the other 
classes. The oppressed did not dare 
even to dream of the benefits 
enjoyed by (he oppressors. . . . The 


ITS and. still, a dedicated communist. His' 
rs, the lavagjiig by those present, ineiuding 
r 6 wn^ the party Mcretartat member Boris 
I other Ponomaryov, and the sanctions later 
M dare taken against him, convinced him that 
enefits the country was indeed ruled by 
. . The “gangsters . . . dissolute, demoralized 


• night’long chat ('.‘Pyotr Gtigoryevich, 
it IS your duty before the people and 
before Ood to write the history of the 
last war. . . . You have to deglamorlze 
the war, show It as it really was”). In 
vriiat was perhaps Origbrenko*s most 
notable .feat as a dissenter, he 
championed the cause of the Crimean 


a pen or pencil, was taken (0 the ' - nriimri*nko hu zone tt 

bathroom so rarely that he became to Hto among wfat M 

incontinent, and was kept in cramped j proucTpc^Jlfi^ hh 

committed a heinous murder, It Is not 


Into the face of a man who either aits Asformysi 
motionless with a blank expression or a monument 


Wes< must never for*** 
Union’s goal - world dbmlna“<^’ 

As for myself, I look to the day 
a monument will be ere^ 


iiw«iwiiiasa wiui « uibiik «Apn»3iuii ui a monumeni will 1 

peaks incessantly. It Is even less marvellous general In Kiev, capiui 01 
ileasant to awaken and Me.thls person the Ukraine. 


surprise 


include minor 
I such as the 


viP;.'Hryiao* V.-' 


mlUtaiy men. The soldier's job is to. The Soviet mo^i of blitzkrieg is otlwr reasons. They include minor 
think about the potential -enemies of coaitiiirted iu. the basis ^histoncal - historical inacciizwiles, such as the 
the stale; he must beprepared to fight-, expmience and Vigor explains in the wrong date of -Suvordv'i Italian 
the enemy and to overcome him in the .most interesting passages of the book campaign and the persistent reference 
.eveiit of ^tiMfid 4 ..^ 1 (tsi)a^alfoat. hitw Ruisfan strat^kts are to the ^Treaty of Vienna” as haring 
h6;.^oni4i atfo' .tty .to. 'ddriiie; wm*: students 'of paA wjusVso'me punctuated , the . Napoleonic . Wats, 

wini^isti'afegieSi ■tajcenlfidmtfaehowh aiidothert f^ he. must lurUlV have afeant. the 


to the ^Treaty of Vienna” as haring 
punctuated foe Napoleonic . Wats, 
when he.muit lurUIV have oiea'nt. the 
Treaty, (tf; ■(18p2),>aiid piore 





^aei:lmty hnd.'<fefeiice.li the fo^ficul^ of ; . achieve 
;kh«Mngwh«tttMRufeiaQtieaUytiti^ principal oo 
: jirtd.fajend'fo 

, hearily'pa h handforof spedajlite wnib 4 , iEom.whic! 

::^n^d foUi'.Ru^ .that; 

' . F. Hi Vlpof jioheot tho» few wnocan 
ioferpfeuha Ruzana. to.ua.ah^^ . dbffoheni il 

' . iretisoii'. ajdhe -his hook on; the ,S|avlhl ' • ■a.i’iLh..:'-. 


fodr objectives! - > His' ' Vfolchisdesctibedin foe last chapter on 
iirlbutlon is'^-fo Uiik the I **A'>pqsslble.. Soviet .Scenario foi^ the 


y mvasioq of Manchuria in the last few 
n days oLthoi .World War. The 
a Japaneae were ln.no position to offer 
6 , serious resistance because the buUc of 
u. foe Kwtmfong^arrny: had already been 
.withdrawn and,' .ip any ^^,1 were 


e* ' riew . foat; a^ iwaj! .ggainti, a well- Hmover hy. 4am on.ChRstin 8 S'.Day, in foeprdcemoflbblqhgforawa^ 
m ; atfoed^iaiui- teelmolomwiy indvaiic^ aftilr Uie of thedonlUct. 

fo, bpffoheni ihdijld Veinbrtv • .forward dctjschmewU.to^ . i lii. \ L « j , '4 ' 

at' feoiitierfrom.But 6 emianv..But(hiclK ^ - \TgorikVS that the Sovietlimon has 


Ifoqk'ls about ^riet rnjlitacy foeOty., 
Aotab^t-Sovlet poUi^ aa4jpfeatlfoa^« ' 
In .the Spriet:Vmop><uhlllw fo 0 ';W 
strategy m the nudani* sgh' tetnaJos';--: 





vonoers wnether somei 
St, might n^ibe askiiv 


That brinn us to the 
problein, ^fch is 

poUtical cUcumstonoes 
of Affehanlsten, but Is nf 
thls.Sbok. Vigor explains the 
theory of how to wage s 
doing so he perfouns a 
lerJlCe, but he db«. 
disduss seriously foe 

im[^rtauf, question:^ ^ 

: cueumatances might 

be^tempfed td -launch ite 

The diitinetton Is crucial. Sovla^ 
could merely be ap applirtti^ 
anient fofotary worn foal 

best tom of Sth il# 

IwUd, Ife' breowmpahon 

concept of but^dg might be ^ 
fom the Sovtet Union is really 
. a riair.^ag^Bidn, . , - ^ 

:‘'Qd this issiio w ■ 

coming to -a te’ 

leaves Us, with the.impres^J’^OMj^ii 
takes a , gloomy, view of do not 

f intertfions. The .Swot lu 

'make , , state policy: 1 
fo8tlrtiment,;Blfooua 
•vciV Ifojfortanl infereft pooPul ^ 
m4ii/^ ■■ jLn Min^afv readef: mlg^* . 
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Escape from illusion 


Frances Spalding 

Ben Nicholson: the years of 
experimeai 1919-1939 
Keltic's Yard, Cambridge 

William and Ben Nicholson 
Browse and Darby, 19 Cork Street, 
London W1 

Die Nicholsons 

Dane Kalman Gallery, 178 

Btom pton Road, London SW3 

When Beo Nicholson died in 1982 he 
B respected but neglected figure: 
there had been no major ahowiim of his 
irt in this country since the 1969 Tate 
Oallery retrospective and none of the 
bxkt on him was in print. This state of 
rifalrs may have been partly of the 
srtiet ^owq mafciog, for critical opinion 
of his work had remained' consistently 
Ugh. Moreover, the rituation has now 
been rectified by the concurrent 
smeranee of three exhibitions: 
mliam and Ben Nlchobon at Browse 
and Darby, Cork Street (until 30 July); 
7ke Nichobons at Crane Kalman, 
Knigblsbridae, celebrating an artistic 

E nesloBy that spans sue generations 
iti! JOJuiy); and the thlra and most 
portant, the retrospective at Kettle’s 


tentn JQJuiy); and the thlra and most 
kportant, the retrospective at Kettle’s 
Yard, Csmbridge, which examines foe 
inter-war years, the most crucial in 
Nicholson's development. 

All three exhibitions suggest that 
Ben Nicholson’s relationship with his 


hth'er, Sir William, was complex, that 
It both impeded and directea his early 
csieer. After three-and-a-half terms at 


05 J!'® looks back to the 

, 1 ™ and the vogue for Veltoiuez. 
Two years later Nicholson ha* 
discarded this unhappy marriage of 
styles in favour of the crude drawing 
mid tart colour found in “Pink House in 
the Snow" (1921). This and other 
paintings at Cambridge, together with 
“Vineyard in Winter” at Crane 
Kalman, give an indication of the 
various methods he explored during 
the early 1920s; as the artist recalled 
“it was a very important period of fast 
and furious experiment". 

His subsequent assimilation of 
native and European Influences is well 
charted at Kettle's Yard. Jeremy 
Lewison's catalogue (80pp. £7.50. 6 


tteSIsdc during 1910-11. he spent the 
nut .seven years producing little. 
umUng abroad - mostly for reasons 
He dissociated himself bom 
(Ik laienled generation that he mixed 
with at the Slade and from the 
wmeoti over Post-Impressionism 
tun disrupting foe elegant naturalUm 
tui bis father practiieo. 'T was in the 
palnilng world and trying to get out”, 
be later recalled, for both tils parents as 
nil as bli.uncle were artists. Wanting 
(ocMpei he was nevertheless bound by 
Minlrsttott for the “poetic idea" 
wreiwd In his father's still llfes and 
toapei. , When in 1918 Ben 
Nuholsoo began to devote himself 
wnoutiy to painting, it was 
WOmaitcaliy Sir William’s precepts 
lilt he follovrad. 

At fim glance, paintings like "The 
^Ire Vase” and “Blue Bowl in 
WMOw" at Browse and Darby end 
Rrf Necklace',’ at Kettle's Yard 
he mistaken for foe elder 
nl^lion’g work. They maintain an 
on^turbed equUibrium; the 
2 j®®ntration on the single object, the 
ww lighting and low tones create an 
w Marter style untouched by Post- 
f Mostly, hbwever, they 

jjfo Sr William’s fluent touch, end 
Ihat suffocating lllusibnism 
which Ben Nicholson afterwards 
t cfCBpe. None of these prt-19ZP 
S?hngs wu included in foe :19» 








‘wwpMtive as they Were thought by 
foe selector, to have 
' relevance’’ to Nicholson’s 
-*^^uent . development. He now 
. 555 W' in foe Browse and 

J^TO «4teldgHe,.that their restrained 
later “succcHfuUy 
Jo' the pursuit of the 
ST^^LiThey.also suggest foat the 
we paining as' 
^th an Independent life of its 


907074- 1? 0) not only extends 
understanding of Nicholson's art in 
relation to his time but is also a model 
of clarity and condensed information. 
The influence of Nicholson's first 
wife Winifted is, however, still 
undeiplayed, and one is therefore glad 
(hat she occupies a central role in the 
Crane Kalman show, Like Ben, she too 
came from an artistic family, her 
grandfather, George Howard, 0th Earl 
■of Carlisle, having been ossodated 
with the Pre-Raphaelites. She, per- 
haps even more than the Vorticisti, 
provided the antidote to Sir William's 
nonchalant art and out-of-date 
dandyism. Her unaffected directnen 
and musical use of colour encourag^ 
her husband's search for pictorial 
immediacy; at a time when he was 
unable to see any way forward, her 
originality proved infectious and 
stimulating. 

With Christopher Wood, Ben and 
Winifred Nicholson developed a lyrical 
and apparently naive approach to 
landscape painting, further en- 
couraged by their discovery in 1^8 
of the primitive artist Alfred Wallis. 
Though this sMe contained many 
elements that Ben Nicholson later 
developed, he was too much bis 
father’s son to remain content for long 
with its spontaneous, child-like vision. 
His meeting with and subsequent 
marriage to Barbara Hepworth and his 
growing femlliorlty with a European 
Bvam-gaide jbrouut an increase of 
confidence and lastidJousneii. The 
stumbllrig. unassertive line in bis work 
of foe early 1920s takes bn an assured 
flourish when Incised into the gesso 
ground in “Girl at Mirror” of 19^. 
Like his father’s conifol of tone, this 
linear elegance displays a certain 
vanity; It bUows the artist to parade bb 
sensitivity and invites the spectator 
similarly to indulge his or her responfe. 

The appearance of the ftee-floatiDg 
line coinades with that of the minor 
image. TUs, like Nicholson's 
paintines, operates both as object and 
hlusionTGombined with (he influence 
of Braque and Picasso, it encouraged 
Nicholson's interest In shifting depth 
and ambiguous planar relationships. 
His first imief, in which the Illusion of 
depth becomes a reality, hangs at 
Kettle’s Yard next to “MusiwI 
Instruments'', suggesting that the 
former is merely a nirther abstr^ion 
on the motif of the guitar, the ?ound- 
hole becoming the carved arete. Ne^- . 
by bann bne'of the white rellefe which 
brou^t (h«ie years of experiment to a 
ciiinax. Its projecting rectangle, 
droDoed down ^gbtly from the edu of 




"Pink Hotae in the Snow", c 1921, by Ben Nicholson, from the exhibition at 
Kellie's Yard reviewed here. 


Sitting pretty 

Katherine Duncan-Jones 

Shakbspbarb . 

Cymbellne 


While few modem readers of 
CVmhefine would go the whole way 
with Johnson in his refusal to “waste 
crlUdsm upon unresisting imbeeility”, 
it is undeniabio that any modern 
director of the play must make some 
positive decisions about how to deal 
with this clogged, often obscure, and 
highly comAcated romance. Whut 
Eu|an Moshinsky decides (0 do, in the 
BBC 2 production, b to impow on the 
clutterra world of Shakespeare's 
Andent Britain the lucid visual im^s 
of the great Dutch Masterst Tnte 
produces some delightful effeefs, 
especially In the opening scenes of the 
play. The Second OenUemaot who 
asks all those helpful questions about 
the status qifo in C^beiine’s court, 
becomes a dimfflea Redibrandt -bla 
lady In a nin (Aimee Delamain). 


Queed, especially when drop! 
experimente on live animals to her 
leather^ranneted Doctor (Hugh 
Thomas). Imogen sitting alone waiting 
for news of her exiled husband is a Van 
Dyck beauty in a Vermeer interior. 
These Images, and many more, ore 
what is gpmd. What is Iwt, however, 
b almost all the poetry, a good deal 
of' the action, and w (he swMt 
poi^ancy wbich-made this a favourite 
play of Keats, Swinburne and 
^nyson. Exterior scenes are kept to 
a minimum, tbou^ the text would 
seeiA to call for many. The mountains 
of Wales are for some reason presented 
as foe steppes of Russia, instead of a 
cave, foe Welsh exites inhabit a 
comfortable if plain dacha, so the vitai - 
contrast 'between (he court md 
the’ pastoral world is lost. The 
most palnfol casualqp is Fidele's 
funeral, which happens; inside the 
dacha with , the princes squatting 
uncomfortably- - over- the_ corpse. 
Instead of promblng a, perpetual 
strewing of 4rest fl^rs ;/ wjillst 
summer Jasts"/ the boys; tlrnist two 
dusty'lfo)king dried flowers \ into 
Imo»n's hands, and leave it at that. 
Tbe^now White-like domestidty of 
(he pastoral episode is also eliminated; 
here b ho' "neat cookery”, with Rdele 
cutting the vegetables Info 
“hbaracters”. Helen Mirren's Imogeri, 
liidre at ease as disfresed boy than as 
ifosste irife, is dehriy no hdme-malcer. 

Becaush of its emphasis on painterly 
tableaux) : this , production is 

overwhelmingly ■ static. Characters 
sehm loath to rise: from , their high- 
backed 'diairs, and with , a feW 
exceptions, -: such ' as Cymbeti ne 


fob fether's pXBthpIe^ 
lism's stated aiih was: . '-s 


Ruction of acceMoriosVto, a 
- foe ' constant 
.-SJj^Jchhoa of'^airredundande -= 
on; the 'real ' fofiject 
- k-<,fo®,focbi« isn't a real thinit~it!B 
thing, ‘"It’s as 
ayfolet ore 

t^:Uea fooulJ take Ben 


fflgiMpisisfas 


contrast, gives buoyancy to tne inoisco 
drcle. Nowhefe mse lov thege three, 
shows do we find such qulntesfentlal 
expression pf taste, such reduction of. 
meSDS/sdcD concentration on spme- 
tbfog as definite "as a violet or a rase . - 

until August 29 arid then Irayels^tq 

Ail Gflliery (December 2 to January 8, 

The *rtte-'OaIJejy la njwht foe 
taraest ekhiblfiop , 

of 5ohri ftprt No^ber ^^o 

Januaw 2£l984, covering ^htopeCts ' ; 

of his wprktn pairitLng^diftwi 

■ arid the tlteaire. : ’‘I* 


sitting at a still-life breakfast in 
Philario's elegant palazzo, scarcely 
looks up to receive Imogen's letter and 
lachimo's report on the outcome of (he 
wager. The dignified Ludus (Graham 
Crowden) declares war on Britain 
without rising from his seat at tabic. 
That useful messenger Pbanio, instead 
of being constantly on the move 
between Wales anef Lud's Town, is 
often seen seated as he reads vitai 
letters. Cioten (Paul JessonI, here 
presented os lisping and foppish, 
meditates rape ana murder white 
lolling on his bed In the firelight. Tins 
immoDlIity cannot be entirely 
explained by (be constraints of the 
medium. Opportunities for close-up 
are often mis^. We have no detailed 
view of the diamond ring and bracelet 
exchanged by Imogen and Posthumus 
and surprisingly we are not allowed to 
see either the "mole cinque-spotted" 

! on Imo^'s .left breast or the 
' “sanwinh star" on ’ Ouiderius's 
sboulder,' 

Overall,' - foe - geritter almost 
sentiroentol texture of the - ploy, it 
denied, in favour^ of an attempted 
IdteaHty- wbldi beooines ■ rather 

S in a ruff (Aimee Delamain). weiriaome. The play ;offete repeated 
re Bloom makes ah icily bdautitol softeniitas of Snakespeare's earlier , 

«-« i™ — *— work. lachlmd, for Instance, fs a 1 

Tajrquih' whe makes an inventory tof 
Lucrecd’s Itedrpom 'furniture) rather 
than raping her - an .lajra whose 
provocation of jealousy isluntering 
rather than malign. 'But here Robert 
Lindsay's lachimo, la a black leather 
tfavellina outfit which makes it appear 
that he has left hb Jacobean motor 
bike parked outside Cymbeline's 
palace, is clearly intended to present 
real menace; and what is more, it is by 
. nofoeans clear that Imogen dislikes his 
attentions. Her .“What no, Fisanio*’ in 
the attempted sedubtion scene b so 
wree .(hat the lady scarcely 
priofesta at all, and her . restless 
slunlbers in the bedchamber scene are, 
•foie Redid Times preview suggested, 
intended to make us see lachimo’s visit 
as an enactment of her sexual fantasies. 

It is odd, though, (hat we see so much 
of lachimo's nakedness, and So little of 
hers: odd^ tod, that; Posthuinus 
suddenly plants. a-kiss oh. the cheek pf 
(he British Lord to whom he has 
described the outcome .of the battle 
with the Romans. Moshinsky seems at 


times inteht on adding mor^uzzles to 
an already puzzling text. The cuttiite 
and rearranging or scenes in Aci V. 
do« not' makia the story qny pliUher. 


text. The cuttiiM 
scenes in Aci \ 


Posihumus'B vision epmes over as a 
fragment from Ruddlgorei • . Jpve 


(Michael Hordern) has no eagle .and 
looks like a shabby old clergyman; the 
comic Jailer, whom Shaw called “just 
the thing to save foe last act", b so cut' 
as (6 waste ah excellent little 

B irforfflance by. Ray Mort. PatHcia 
BVM does very well as the Soothsayer 
in the closing ihlnutOsi expounding the 
braphecy with Mth polling aufooiiify^ 


apt:; to converse' in -^whispers.. 


But boredom, often {hreateh^,' .and • 
(here rni|fot have hdeh a case for tisUig: 
Shtiw'ii . t^mbelMe RMbilsHedi "whi^n - 


Shtiw'ii . ^mbelMe 
getaShqkespegre's^ 
scene down to &•. 




New Oxford Books: 

Classical 
Studies 

The Roman Empire 
27 bc-ad 476 

A Study in Survival 

Chester Q. Starr 

Professor Starr asserts that It was 
remarkablethat the Roman Empire 
survived as long as It did. In 
exploring Itslongevfly, he analyses 
the binding forces of government 
and army.BS Initiated by Augustus, 
the maturing of these forces under 
subsequent emperors, and the 
eventual collapse of this network 
In the West. Illustrated £1 6 
Paperback £4.95 

TheAttalid 

Kingdom 

A Constitutional History 
R.E. Allen 

There has been a need lore new 
constitullonai history of the Atlalid 
Kingdom, Ihe most Important of the 
Kingdoms of Asia Minor that evolved 
as a result of tha slow decline In 
Seleuckl authority there In tha third 
and second centuries sc. This book 
assesses the abundant new 
epigraphlcal evidence on the 
development of the Kingdom in its 
conslituttonal aspects, which throws 
new light on important areas of 
AttalldrulB. £20 

Miasma 

Pollution and Purification 
in Early Graek Religion 
Robert Parker 

Readersof Qreeknterary, htaiorlcal, 
oratorical, ritual, and even medical 
texts, are all liable to ertcounter 
Ideaa of ' pollullon' . This book seeks 
to describe In detail , and to analyse, 
thlawUorrangktgandoomplex ' 
concept. In contrast to the prevalNng 
-fondehoy In clasefcal studies, the ' 

. orl^nof beliefe about pollution is . . 

. Bought in the desire f<x'order rather 
foantefearorahxisfy.* £30. , 

Aristotle’s P/?ys/ca 
Books III and iv 

Edward Hussey 

Boola 111 and I V of foe Pfoysfesi,' 
cortslsllng of five essays on the 
aubfacts of change, the Infinite, 
place, void, and time, provide not 
only one of the .earnest aurviving 
exarriplesof the applioeUon of 
. Aristotelian dlaleotlc, but also a 
claasic expiessloh of a dur^ls 
philosophical treatment of these 
problems. This vofumeoonjafns a 
new English traifolatlpn and a 
phifosophfciilcommanfary. £13iS0 
Paperback £6.95 Clarenaon 
Aristotle Series 

Joseph Scaliger 

A Study in the History 
of Classical Scholarship 
1 textual Criticism 
and Exegesis 
Anthony Grafton 

This book traces foe cou rae of 
Joseph Scaliger'a aariy life, 
analyaes his eaiiy work as an edho'r, 
cmd sets his work into the context of 
the hlatoiy of oletaalhal scholarship in 
the Renafssanceandihe personal 
: clrcufristan'cea which Shaped his > 
Iriterests. £27.56 Qxforth 
)Veri)U^SlUcl/ea' 

Oxford ■ 
Urilyer'Silty Press 
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commentary 


Symbols and stones 


A dream of home 


kindofunconsummaiedsymbor.But, The programme offered some 

n after the wedding, Ruskin surely preaching of its own. as tne 

PstCr Kemp seemed keener on evading Effie than preceding week's film on William 

- idealizing her. hfor does she appear to Morris, there was a rather emphatic 

>.€ _i ji *1. DiMirin havc pfovldcd especially promising holding forth about rontemporary 

*^ *^^*^ material for his romanticism: meeting relevance. Gamely, the presemer 

Channel 4 ^^5 Millais, Henry scaled IGngs College Chapel to elicit 

James, for instance, found her “coarse, from a mason on the roof his belief in 
ND cun.hAei^Pr- h..hrniii»ht vulgar, jolly ... as unRuskinlsh a the importance of hand-labour. Even 

thK She/"^ creature as one could conceive”. Such more riskily perhaps, in view of 

musiraic^^^^^^^ considerations would scarcely give Channel ^ 4 s curren position, 

m pause to Fuller, though - a Raymond Williams was allowed o use 

IfiifaK cS rommeniatormostinhiselemcntwhen Ruskin as a basis for deploring 

rd "I*™'*"* ■ 

economics. Cliltural history, social generalization, exwtianng on such As with the programme on Moms, 
olannine rocks and Rose Queens and matters ns "the mush room cloud of the fjim ^as pictorially splendid, 

road-building schemes. Pursuing the century or delivering covering a rich visual span - from 

various oallis his Interest look, it himselfoflargepronounwmentsmuch Ruskini fastidious recordings of 

exploredVenice, Oxford and the Lake bespattered Mth the demonstrative Venetian architectural detail to a 
District. Prose extracts, sketches, article: Ruskin ''had this enorrnous selection ofTurner’s misty fervencies, 
water-colours, even a gently difficulty with his feelings ; he made neo-Gothic interiors to 

melancholy tune - tinkled out on a “theseoDscssiverolleclIonsofstones ; atmospheric vistas of the Lakes, 
piano as tne camera moved along its “he began to have these strange pictures of Ruskin himself were amply 
»oia score - testified to his creative ideas". jn eridence as well, documenting his 


“Ruskin was a synthesizer: he brought 
things together”, declared Robert 
Hewson. To illustrate this. Mtmories 
ofihe Ftintre extensively catalogued his 
multifarious concerns - architecture 


and topography, painting and operat; 
economics, cultural history, social genera 
planning, rocks and Rose Queens and malten 
road-building schemes. Pursuing the 
various paliis his Interest took, it nimsel 
explored Venice, Oxford and the Lake bespali 
District. Prose extracts, sketches, 
water-colours, even a gently 
melancholy tune - tinkled out on a 
piano as the camera moved along its he t>i 
sepia score - testified to his creative ideas . 


Elizabeth Winter 

Ivan Goncharov 
O blomov 

Dramatized by Matthew Walters 
Radio 4 

“I wasn't asleep, I was thinking.'’ 
Aggrieved, Oblomov maintains his 
desire to be undisturbed by “life", 
cherishing his splendid idleness. In a 
state between sleeping and thinking, 
he whiles away the hours beset by the 
impossibility of action and making a 
very good case for his dusty, cluttered 
flat in St Petersburg as an excellent 
place to be. The outside world is so 
noisy, busy and artificial, moving 
about so troublesome, dressing in 
anything other than his capacious 


range. 

Nor was the diversity displayed all 
Ruskin's. There was also a marked 
difference of opinion between two of 
the programme's contributors. While 
Robert Kewison maintained that the 
unconsummated marriage to Effie was 
"really rather a trivim incident in 
RusWn’s Kfe", PeterFbller vehemently 
Insisted that -it was of crucial 
Importance. It was Ruskin's failure to 
connect with Effie, he asserted, that 
generated in him a compensatory taste 
for coupling the literal and the 
metaDhorical through symbol. 


Elsewhere, the programme proved 
attractively precise and informative, 
with expertise expertly drawn upon. 
An aptly named Mrs Prickett made 
instructive points about Ruskin's 
encouragement of local needlecraft. 
Fils influence on church architecture 
was skilfully demonstrated by Paul 
Tompson in All Saints, Margaret 
Street. Faying especially close 
attention to Hie church's pulpit, 
intricately Inlaid with a variety of 
stones, he explained that this was 
designed as a olsmissal of the damage 


perhaps here a certain degree o( 
interference from Anglo-Saxoa 
culture, as when "I'll make you some 
raspberry tea" comes over as a threai 
rather than a treat. 

The flat northern voice of Alu 
Bennett as narrator (Goncharov 
himself was born in Simbirsk, the sod 
of a merchant] provides the linb 
between the scenes dealing with the 
central relationships, llie most 
persistent of these ts with Zakhar, the 
servant (John Baddely), ciahy, 
cowardly, resentful, dmted, as 
faithful in his way to the dream of 
Oblomovka as Oblomov himself, as 
unthinkingly locked in the master/ 
servant relationship. The invoM 
power-struggles . he engaps in 
(wanting to please, yet wanting to gel 
his own way), the comic impasse 
hot-house familiarity, fnake lively 


out through a tangle of hair and areaming up pians lor r 
eyebrows like wild-life frxim the moment when he returns to the 
undergrowth. Changes in the shape of country and starts living 
Rusldn's thinking weren’t always as James Fox plays Obi 


graphically portrayed. And the radio drami 
programme entirely left out a key sta^e Walters of 


the radio 


plays Oblomov in the 
.Nation by Matthew 


translation 


ms altering attitudes: stressing his Oondiarov's novel by Ann Dunnigan. 
early evangdical fervour, it never He conveys the right degree of 
explained wliat swung him away from aristocratic languor, peevishness and 

this. Yet Ruskin's stay in Turin in 1858, — — *uu 

where study of Veronese’s “Solomon 


I'.;.. 


later spread it further, announaug that 
Ruskin “wanted to make Effie Into a 


sermons in stones, as it were. compretienslve picture or us suDjecc. complete (he also had hls problems). 

The dream evokes hls childliood 

□light of the Theatre Museum 'SJSs 

r ^ »*^»*»'* V harmony with the seasons 

Affec all, according to Paul Ounnoa, applauded and encouraged. Norman and the ctiurch calendar. The cW^ 
the Miiister lor the Arts' in the last St !^n Sievasgavc.it a boost when hia wapped In wa rmfr and loving 
aoveiriment, work on the site was dud'.' all-party delegation .tp the minister raccuon, le^ed with slonM of wood 
tohaVfcsUilitdJnMaybfthlayeaT.'The came away with die assurance that the «mona and bogatyrs, all cun«Uy and 
lease Had already been delayed three possibility of making some money inquiaitiveness gradui^y stmed by 
months. £4,000,000 worth of cuts take available before the next fiscal year lovmg admonirions. The radio pfoy 
some finding: priorities must be wouldbelookedat.Itiscrucialthatthe deverly uses this dream as a leitmotiv, 
balanced, the least devastating options thing should not languish, (twill always y«l calling out be 


comprehensive picture of Its subject. 


The continuing plight of the Theatre Museum 




‘Aie ttMatrical and theatre academic 
world has been dismayed by the 
deciskm of Lord Oowrie, Minister for 
the Arts; to shelve (he Theatre 
Museum, even if it is only for the lime 
being. The regrets and assurances 
coming out of (he minister’s office 
sound too fairotiar: there have been, 
after all, eleven years of them - ever 



lease had alrea^ been delayed three possibility of making some money 
months. £4,000,000 worth of cuts take available before the next fiscal year 
some finding: priorities must be wouldbelookedat.Itiscrucialthatthe 
balanced, theleast devastating options thing should not languish, (twill always 
searched out, ways round discovered, be possible to argue, however 
Theminlstermightevenbeexpectedto speciously, for the work to be put off 
fight his corner against the cuts, because it hasn't started. One wall 
Anyone outside (fie Treasury would would make all the difference. And 
understand. TheOlX^itself might have after all, what are the sums involved? 
eased the problem, if it had been They are minuscule compared with 
approached, and have been amenable total government expenditure, 
to some relaxation, in the method of £l,00Q,(K)0 against £120, 000, 000, (KX) 


be 'possible to argue, however careful , ^ "don’t do that, it's 
speciously, for the work to be put ofl dangerous are, fpr the most part, 
because it hasn't started. One wall those of stem men rather than the 


. since 1^1 when the government first eased the problem, if it had been They ar 
agreed to the scheme m principle, until ' approached, and have been amenable total 
' last year, whenv- after much- public to some relaxation, in the method of £1,000.0) 
Station, ftaneed in practice. And the payment, so as to avoid the Instant accordla 
decision is airihernore dismaying since commitments of £900,(XK). But it mlllionv 
last year’s battle was on first wasn’tappToacheduntiLaftertbeeveiitv anyway, 
principles, the whole idea having been Perhaps, after all, there wasn’t much of inflation 
dismiss^ as aa indefensible luxury by aprobiemfortbeminUler, biitratberan whole fu 
the Raraer report (see TLS, July 23, oppoitunit 
1982): Tlie decision to go ahead in'the go- Atany 
faCeofthat recommendation feltlike an Minister S( 


Bg to St John StevBS, and U Is a 
which could well be \riped out 


aproblemfbrtbemuusiej.butratberan whole project:' Furtbermore, theGLC 
opportunity: a handy million all in one has indicated that It cannot keep the 
go.AtahyratealtlspddtqBndaaArts Hbwer Market empty '.indc^mtely. 
Minister so eager to accommodate the £2,500,000 have already been spent on 
*** ,BniclUisworthknowingmthis - * 


place to be. the outside wono is so (wanting to please, yet wanting to gel 
noisy, busy and artificial, moving his own way), the comic impasse 
about so troublesome, dressing in hot-house familiarity, fnake lively 
nfv anything other than his capacious dialogue and good bstenins. Aodrei 

oriental dressing gown so in- stolz (Nicky Henzen). Obkimov's 

nmiin>e« fmin Hnnner self-ensTOSsed- convenient. Government service was a childhood friend (but nis father was 
E)oSntt*vouthfo*ness to the nwaacd nightmare which he endured for two German and had different ideas about 

Sd 2i EeTmrbed eyes peered Y«Srs, but now his chief occupation is the education o children arrives.lo 

out ihroutth a tanalc of hair and dreaming up plus for his estate, for witness a typical scene of wrangboa 

the moment when he returns to the between master and servant. AmuMC 
country and starts living. and horrified, he determiius to stir 

James Fox plays Oblomov In the Oblomov, shalrehmupandrestorchis 
radio drama&ation by Matthew 

Walters of the translation of of the balalaika they 

Goncharov's novel by Ann Dunnigan. energetic programme ^3 
He conveys the right degree of 
aristocratic languor, peevishness and exhaust^. But 
innocent mod humour as this Russian w.* 

“baryn", mtelligent and ineffectual, abroad, he ^ 

cauut between grandiose plans and ^a Sergeyevna (Moir . 

theLbUity to put on his own socks. i, 

Within the novel "Oblomov’s IJfkcned.Theifsummerofcourtship. 
dream” forms a separate entity. It wm autumn of doubts, the final g«i 
published as.such in 1849; the rest took (Oblomov has troublt 

Goncharov a further ten years to i^eeping up the pace) follow the novd 
romplrte (he also had h a problems). gioJSy and convincingly. 

The dream evokes his childliood ' ... .1, 

estate, Oblomovka, where in the What has to be ormiied a .w 
aleepy contryaide the days passed sensuous appeal of mu^ « 
tranquilly. In harmony with the seasons Goncharov’s writing; Oblomov's^ 
and the church calendar. The child was haven, in the compiuiy of 
wrapped In warmth and loving Pshenitzyn (Auriol Smith), 
affection, regaled with stories of wood particularly In this respect, tw 
demons andbogatyrs, all curiosity and devotion comes acrou clearly, tw 
inquiaitiveness graduslly stifled by where are the smells of cinnamoo w 
loving admonitions. The radio play vanilla, the coffee, cream bm «>< 
cleverly uses this dream as a leitmotiv, \yhite rolls, the steaming ^st « 
yet strangely the voices calling out "be cooked pies which she produced lor w 
carefol”, ’’don’t do that, it’s gleaming approval? Difficult to MW 
dangerous” are, for the most part, on the mr, admittedly, but sad tost im 

those of stern men rather than the peace he found under her 
conoemed pampering tones of' deprived of these rich deliglhajib will 
nannies, aunts and mother. There is his decli ne seem the more 

Author, Author 

OimpeUtkKi No 132 minor poets, was taxed wto 

« j j .j inaccuracy by a reviewer (its sole ^ 

Readers are invited to identify the 77,^ Times Lltenry Suppie^new w> 
aources of the three quotations whicli jn language so immoderate that 
follow and to send us the answers so gj, the whole, was able (0 laugh oatK 
that they reach this office not later than notice as a piece of academic pedantry' 


yet strangely the voices calling out “be 


concerned pampering tones of' 
nannies, aunts and mother. There is 


Competition No 132 


especially solid reaffirmation^ Hie Treasury, andUisworthknowinginthis the plahs and drawing and other 
, necessary money, about £1,000, (MX), connectlonthatLordGowrieis, besides professional fees related to (hat 
was put into the Arts budget for the cur- being the Arts Minister, also theTreas-, . partlculBr site. Any long delay In the 
rentyearandtheleaseonthesiteofthe ury spokesman ip the House ofLords. interest of economy could: mean that 

that money will have been wasted. It 


rent year and the lease on the site of the 
old Rower Market, Coyent Garden - a 
lease which Included a contract for 


i" i II . 

' Vi- 

r' 


. £9W,00qv(orthotbulto^ ha^. at 

' ‘ 9” in only a very superficial sense: In fact 

• j - " ' .the ’Theatre, Musehm existSt.' Is In 'hi® 

'. Twp. - hours .before.'o that/monieht ; opmetioi) arid 'has., be^ apeumulr’***'* 
-''^the I'ChatubeUbe •' annbiiricqd '-'the..;'hfom^iabd ^Uemidpa'^fot.fo^ 

-m-" thir^ -.yean . and itioiei gU'dn 

- .whfen'were*£4;^ lihpuclt; , and sbhfeUtifea !the '!exi 

thevAftt’Minbfe'r»^ahd).withtn.;that lihdefetandihathafUiirouldeifeht 


The other noint • in Gowrie’s "luucy wui nave ocen wsnea. 11 

argument - that here was a project that Hel'*seiSed*hv* mfriT^heay Miinw 
ha^ not, at leaat, been started - is true 8<»ng sooner 

in only a very superficial sense: In fact . rafecf later. • • 


Readers are invited to identify the 
aources of the diree quotations which 
follow and to send us the answers so 
that they reach this office not later than 
Augut 12. A prize of £10 is offered for 
the nrst correct set of answers opened 
on that date, or'faillng that the most Competition No 128 " 

neatly correct - in which case Inspired Winner; D. Hawes 
guesswork wUl also be taken Into Answers: 
consideration. ' ... ihf 

Entries, marked “Author. Author u 

132” on the envelop, should be «fimiidMvinnattcr5ffl^^ 

addressed to the Editor, The Times «T?«n wutS? 

LiferaryjHppfcnient.PrloryHousc.St 

John’sUiii;Lond(mEClM4BX.fhe YoV ^ 

solution and; results. will; appear on 


a^muiatlng 
r tn'T «h<i 


[Uarterly Theatrt. . Ireland has 
y nrdoured its third issue. A 


g ^imfer'Ainong !thir^ ■ .yean ' . and ' iviorei gU ! 
tobe.f^naby: lihpitclt; , arid .sonfeUciies ithe 


thev•A^tt’N(iI1»fer,;Jm4^wit^ iihi|)eratandihgthafU>irouldeifehtuaUy 

'. apace 6f; Ume.:'tm'!Tii MOiipilim '.' hohse them properly and ihhka 'thhfp 
.- found < . available to, (he pubne; ^s ft c^^^ 

(|Nnrtic8treBs!hstnose;t\^ dolh thefew ro9tns:ibaifo available fo 


ihi (art reccniiy piroopceo TO iniTQ issue. A . nrettv.” / 1 

^ New: cKarlotte received this 

' ^ ^ . ' mth exuSrae mrity. ”I don’t Jhg 

mlndedhMkw«whifeaTaelMbirihMt«- tq amuse you KfJ 


)me're'8plutibn,Qniho part ^ 

s:;thpte is an evalifetipn of • a. 


' '^t ndijbnal.)Sb6uldhe miewithd M irvt^ptlqn df current ejffoftiilas’ltiafo 

: to, u aneiuS,'ahd.thtu jeiiiye tbe.lnqlo delay, layip (tfeairepfodu'i^^ 

. bfumdfthe£4;000,0()6fobct^ R ifjlm 'bbfdre it has 

• pfojeofe alKa^'in/ptoiress? Sure)y..:.t!4achediKe(^^^ 


• pfojeOfe alreiRi/'in’/^^ i 

' not^ Hw. -Iqgiq' :bf Vin 
'■ ' dontuidbri ihn be halt.ihft;T 
. . . Muijevmi 'And aiflee. time wias^ 
.esfeni^ bdipd iB^^ 

(4 ''U- Cttriji;^ 

. bieri^ ' pra^bci 'lar' thi$;vtou 
’ (bliigi B're|ifoife7,Siirely thaOLC 
be expected giyeii the totm 
to itself to allow the mldiafer 
' ' or tw6« ndi toids(s(;oii tbe.'actt 
arid ‘hour' 'writiten; ^if .jn Its 


2 Hie fea-rose tea-goWi 
Siipplaiit8thenloufeelloeofL<5.' ■,} .,,[ 
The pianola ‘‘replaces” • 

Sappho,’sbarbitqS. . . 

Mauberley’’. In, ' . . '• 
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system, sexual stereotyping, racism, 
and what the Americans term “ageism” 
and “handicapism"? What.of anything 
that encourages young people to elude 
the necessary nourishment of things-as- 
they-are? Bob Dixon in Now Read On 
warns that “all eyi Is comesfrom human, 
not disembodied or supernatural 


sources", adding, moreconteiitiously, 
lildren otherwise is to tell 


itself, from its incantaiory, heroic or 
folkloric beginings, only gradually 
arriving at the fully voiced complexities 
and ironies of later forms. Certainly it 
is true of reading great novelists at an 
early age that one finds primarily 
narrative satisfactions, rather than the 
deeper insights they later afford. 


thBf“to tell chiL. aw w ,v 

them a massive and mind-crippling lie" . 


Anxious parents, embarrassed -by 
diolce, often ask what books their 
children should read. With the field so 
large, a reliable guide to form is 
needto, advising us which are the 
slayers, what we can confidently put 
our money on. The self-proclaimed 
experts, however, as often as not, issue 
awful warnings instead of hot tips: 
don't let your children read "profane 
balhdi, fond and amorous romances, 
f^Ious histories’'; young minds need 
to fe filtered on tne meat-and-two- 
veg of facts. The next generation is as 
Hkety as not to reverse such advice: the 
junk food of fiction turns out, after all, 
to feed the imagination, just as choc- 
olate and peanuts prove, reassuringly, 
to eontsin iron and vitamn D. 



adiDOWledged poisoners] of the 


Youngminds are not crippled that 
easily. The child who reads an 
externalized story of good and evil - 
whether Beowulf or 7?ie Pilgrim's 
Progress - is more likely to move on to 
George Eliot, Ralph Ellison or 
whatever, than the one never weaned 
from the telly and Space Invaders. 
And if that’s a somewhat negative 
argument, isn't it possible that the 
dimculties of choosing meaningfully 
between right and wrong, of making 
sense of arbitrary adult rules, are so 
alarming and overwhelming at a, 
particular stage of growing up that the 
child seeks a necessary relief in a world 
where all is clearly signposted, where 
dragons and ores may be fought with 
physical strength, rather than invisibly 
formentina their victims with queasy 
and ineffectual pangs of guilt or 
embarrassment? It may also be that 
children’s developing taste partly re- 
enacts the development of literature 


Penguin, in an attempt to answer 
those insistent parental questions, 
have brought out TVie Good Book 
Guide to aildren’s Books. This takes 
a short way with the professional 
Jeremiahs, affirming a positive and 
comprehensive view by including Enid 
Blyton and Doctor Who alongside 
A/ice, Kenneth Grahame and E. 
Nesbit, and manfully declaring that 
“the crowningglory ofchildren'sDooks 
:is fantasy”. Do we really need 
more second-rate imitations of 
Tolkien, LeOuin, Garner and Susan 


MacDonald, Walter de la Mare . T. H. 
While and, most of all, John 
Masefield. Hie guide is short, too, on 
historical novels- no Gillian Avery , no 
Cynthia Harnett, no Kipling, even. 
Presumably Geoffrey WillaiTs Nigel 
Moleswortn, Anthony Buckeridge's 
Jenninu and Darbisnire and Frank 
Richards's Billy Bunter are discarded 
as representing the unacceptable face 
of private education; they have ^en re- 
placed by the superior moral hygiene 

J one must suppose) of Grange Hill 
lules-OK. 


explanations of how books can be 
ordered, and even an order form. 


Cooper? Must dark towers and powers 
still be encouraged to rise, Artnurian, 


from Atlantis and Annwn, to engulf 
unwary readers in runes, rituals, 
ogham and the rest? ^wajdlan 
writers, too, among them Arthur 
Machen, Lord Dunsany and the 
Benson brothers went in for Celtic 


powers of evil, but are largely unread 
today. Despite their plea Tor fantasy, 
the toitors of the Good Book Guide 


have not gone overboard for the form; 
indeed, enthusiasts will miss George 


It is, of course, only too easy to 
induce in such complaints almost 
indefinitely. The value of the Good 
Bpok Guide lies precisely in its 
necessary selectivity - it lists around 
500 books, covering all age groups and 
a very wide range of interests. By and 
large it has been cnpably and pleasantly 
assembled, with brief and sensible 
descriptions of tlie books recom- 
mended, together with colour repro- 
ductions of their covers. The whole is 
enlivened by Quentin Blake’s 
irresistibly comic drawing of renders 
and dogs (though I found his Look-Me- 
Up Chart quite incomprehensible). At 
the end, a substantial effort is made to 
provide a summary, with approximate 
prices, of the types of book a child's 
collection should Include, and this is 
backed up by lists of bookshops. 


The editors' line, given the various 
sects and dogmas to be encountered in 
the field, is prudently iatiludinarian, 
but one inevitable consequence is (hat 
at times it achieves a rathbr flaccid 
compromise between ihepopular and 
commercial, and books or real literary 
distinction. Revealingly, the figure to 
emerge as truly representative of this 
middle way is Roald Dahl, who gets 
five separate mentions, more than any 
•other autlior. The tone of the 
introduction is a little reminiscent of 
the absurd didacticism to be found in 
sex manuals, the emphasis firmly 
placed on (he “dolce" rather than the 
‘‘utile”: "Pleasure from books is the 


aim": "You will discover quite early on 
(bat children's bookscan nave a charm 


and dc^lh thatj|nchnnls you as well as 


the chfldren. This is as it should be 
. . The idealism ofsex manuals, too. 
This doesn't at all accord with my 
memories of reading the collected 
works of the Reverend W. Awdrey 
(mercifully not listed here) for the 
umpteenth time. At (his point let us 
celebrate the wonderful moment when 
children can finally read all ibeir 
Impossible favourites to themselves, 
even if these are, on the whole, rightly 
beneath the notice of the bien-pensant . 
Good Book Guide. 


Not quite the real thing 


Gillian Avery 


the demands made by the child are 
mostly that its reading should be 


exdling and/or funny? 


^omr Bator (Editor) 

I to Criticism of Children’s 
itore 

.3; American Library 
- — .atlon. £27,95. 

^>^0372X 


^ildren”i says Clifton F&diman In 
w esuy that opens Signposts 10 
Children’s Literature, ’’are 
prof sgainst literary fads, literaiy 
BWp. ^and . especially literary 
wiKurn.” This of course is the main 


Robert Bator, editing these essays 
and reviews ftxim Chicago, has selected 
some fifty pieces, English and 
American. His introduction outlines 
the difficulty of the task. "Despite the 
considerable heritage of literature for 
children and the many books about 
that literature", be comments, “the 
criticism of books for children remains 


and not primarily to teach them, nor 
solely to make them good, nor to keep 
thempro/i/ab/y quiet." But writers like 
RussNI Hoban, Leon Garfield and 
Alan Garner deny that they have 
children in mind at all, and John Rowe 


themselves quite so crudely, this is in 
fact the sort of sentiment that those of 


us who write for children anticipate 
from those who do not. Susan Cooper 
confessed to being relieved (0 discover 


Townsend argues that the best 
operative definition of a book for 



ope 

children is whatever is issued 1^ 
publisher's Juvenile division. (C 
tainly Natafle Babbitt's last noi 
Herbert Rowbarge, the life and more 
particularly the death or an Ohio 
falr^und’ proprietor, sebms Only (o 


that there were even some people who 
thought “that the writing ot books 


published for children didn’t neces- 
SBiiW mean that one was either a Uttle 

iBi 


old lady in tennis shoes or retarded" 
Children’sauthoTS are nearly always on 
the defensive ..whbn discussing their 


this may seem contrived and false, and 
the best books (using “best” in the 
literary sense) are those (hat avoid a 
situation demandlnga palliative device 
such as these. The desire for liberty to 
be pessimistic is one factor that dnves 
the children’s author to adult fiction, 
together with a desire for release from 
the necessity of filtering all reactions 
through the net of a childrs experience. 


WW 40 V •• Slav asMei 

lewn why there is su^ uncertaint 

tp app, 

adults for adults, and the 


' Prtfi 


irroach it. Criticism 


Z 


how to w 

Witlen by adu.„ .... 

fesder. It has to be said.’gener^ly 
>cri the books that do not attract 
Ip. attention. Should critics 
*«w cnlidren’i books as adult novels 


or as something altogether 
for which they have to make 
Jwwaaccs? Should they write from 
point of view of the ' 


or the parent 


preceptor 
7 Or the. I 


, the 


child 


pnremr wr ine.ciuii 
wy [mw they once Were? Do the' 
ntok for hnntv ..i ... 


, *7*'/ wiiwwciBi w»ey 

!v< A . ” please or to teach? 

tnw impoie adult canons of good 

^d does it irinf fnr BnvuMiv u/hun 


Mrs Trimmer (writlogas yrreceptress 
and a moralist) in w Guardian of 
Education aa long ago as the berinniog 
of the last century. Before movuig.on, 
in the second part of his symposium, tp 
particular territories -■ picture books, 
poetry, fiction, fantasy - be tries to 
establish first what children’s literature 
is, and then what form criticism of the 
genre should take. 

In bis Introduction to this section he 
quotes the author Who blandly 
announces ”we all have a pretty good 
idea of what children’s literature 
includes”, and points out how difficult 
ids in fact to define it. Harvey Darion 
has suggested that such books were 
“printto works produced ostensibly to 
nhilHM>n snnntnnenus DleasurO 


.be oit the Juvenile list because her 
previous stories were.) , 

Biit Writm of children’s bdoks sre 
not to be trusted 00 (his Issue. They sre 
^ry much swore that Ip ganeral their 
Work is regarded as an appjdntfceshlp 
to "the real thing", that they are 
deemed to write forchildren bedaiifo 
they' are not capable of anythingjnore 
soptiisticatedpln Contemporary Essays . 
in Aesthetics F. J. Coleman informed 
us In 1968 that, “the lowest pleasure 


work, and oyer that they wrilei not for . 
child^ but for themselves: or alteroa- 


tivefytbat there is no difference (n style 
or content Iretween their books fer chi I- 


Signposts of course can provide no' 
clehr-cut answers to the questions that 
are debated, but U.is perhaps d better', 
slartingpdnt forfUture dikussion thoii 


. dreni and for adplts, even When ft can |be 
ptp>^6tiherwiie. 


would be what any sentient human 
being can feel - children, idiots, the 
senile; they are such pleasures that do 


But (here feMifferonce> and.ills not 
just a'matter.i^bznilting absiractiofu, 
chopping long sentences and aVoldlng 
certain topics. It. Is a. matter, of 
presentation, a feeling . that - there 
should ultimately be a m,ood: of 
optimism, so that if there IS an unhappy 
ending, good must somehow come out 
of it. when 'Marjorie Rawlings's 


we have ever been given oeiote. mere, 
is some spirited spairing io enjoy: Mrs. 
Hirartier denouncing. /v/mrare p^eity- 
Pace: Susan Cooper telling the 
Children's Literature Assddatlon what. 


she thinks of critics, and Lois Kuznets’s 
irritated rejouider; Ether Heins and 
Lillian GerhardI at it hammer and 


tojngs over the question of the relation 

■ ni 


of children’s literature to coritem- 
ary adult fiction. There Is also 


of it. when .'Marjorie Rawlings's 
yearling deer (skillea, forexampie. (he 
tatber responsible for its death and. the 
boy whose companion It was are drawn 
clbseritbgetber; when a child dies in 
ereertend/ig art." Though there would Bridge to Terebithia her*iend finds a 
be few academics who would express substitute iii a little sister. To an adult 


therine Storr discussing the nature 
Tr 


not require ahy power of discriinina- 
rioh. . .. For surely we do not speak of 


children or the mentally definedt as 
f art." Tboti^ there would 


of fairy storfes, Geoffrey Trease on the 
problems of the htstoncal storyteller, 
among many other contributions. The 
sections are . linked and given 
continuity by an exceptionally wise and 
lucid commentary from the editor. It is 
a mdst.stimulating collection. 



Jarnes Stevenson 
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The old technology 


Fond illusions 


Colin Greenland 

Michael Hyndman 
N loe Lost Days 
Allen and Unwin. £4.95. 

0 04 823221 1 

l^aradoxical as it may seem, there is 
such a thing as a book whose ideal 
readers are intelligent enough to 


reading is complete 
these nooks are 


: nonsense, 
satires or farces, 


requiring appreciation of the 
ridiculous. The next largest category 
consists of fantasy and science fiction, ' 
which domesticate the improbable 
while exercising the mind well beyond 
the bounds oflhe possible. Hyridman's 


book is a perfect example of this effect 
in a juvenile mode, its ideal reader is n 
teenager with a voracious imagination 
and vocabulary prepared to adopt 
words like “acronym”, “costive'* and 
“coaxial”, if it doesn't Include them 
iilready. The plot- races along, taking 
unexpected corners at top speed, not 
even pausing as it fires concentrated 
bursts of education in all directions: 
-nstronomy, geomorphology, poetry, 
plasma physics, Celtic and dassical 
methology, even how to hijack a cruise 
missile, it has a plot which any 
competent Intellect 'must recognize as 


wilfully absurd, wildly implausible, 
even internally inconsistent. And the 
ideal reader mil relish tliat too. 

The story concerns the arrival of 
Ocnet, an immortal goddess, in 
twenliclh-ccniury Wiltshire, and her 
efforts to prevent a villainous eJf called 
Finky Snid (names are not Hyndmon's 
strong point) from stealing Earth out of 
its place in the space-time continuum. 
Qenet is assisted oy Ben and Josie, two 
horribly clever siblings with nerves of 
steel, a friendly elf called Mar Ten 


(.^nei arives like sieve iviuwu«cu, 
swigs crOme de menthe straight from 
the bottle, and packs an electrical 
punch measurable in terawatts. Snid 
dresses like a Californian stud and 
schemes under cover of being 
Professor of Archneology at the 
University of Salisbury. Mar Ten is an 
electrical and mechanical genuis; in 
met all elves are, just as all goddesses 
and gods are “stabilized energy 
forms . In prebistoiy, when humanity 
was still capable of telepathy and 
psychokinesis, the three races lived in. 


allowed the old henges and long 
barrows, transfer stations for travellers 
in space and time, to fall into disrepair. 
Hvndman accomplishes some brisk 

. ''i I. _vi I thlr nninl 


cultural “symbiosis”. The divinities 
supplied (he power, the elves the 
engineering, and the humans the 
strategic ^'low cunning” of evo- 
lutionary survival, much sharper 
than that ofthe immortals. TXventictb- 
oentury mortals have forgotten all 
about this co-operative alliance with 
the Olherwofld, and have even 


elder races possessors of a technol^y 
far higher than our own.. He revivifies 
ancient magic by identifying h wdh 
modem mysteries: neutrinos, black 
holes, force fields. The prehistoric and 
the eternal come cro\raing into the 
already chaotic culture of well- 
adjusted middle-class adolescence. 


interrupting a broadcast on Josie s 
radio-cassette recorder. Josie lias just 
sviritched equably from Radio 1 to 
Radio 3, from the Boomtown Rats to 
Debussy; Qenet breaks in, spring 
Latin. Josie tapes and translates it. 

Mne Lost Days is a nonchalant, 
breezy book, perhaps a little too hearty 
for its own good. It alertness to 
contemporary trivia is virid and 
entertaming now. In five years it will be 
dated, in ten indecipherable. None of 
the immortals remarks on it, but 
history happens faster these days. It is 
that same 'low cunning” which Qenet 
prizes in Josie and Ben that has made 
the “symbiosis” of gods and humans 
obsolete, and these anachronisms, 
quaint. If Hyndman had stopped to 
notice that he might have man^d to 
rescue his own novel from that flux, at 
least for a while. 


Edward Blishen 

Barbara Willard 
F amous Rowena Lamont 
Patrick Hardy Books. £4.95, 
0 7444 0002 3 


In Rowena Lamont, a 
i^, Barbara Willard 


ed sixteen in 
las created n 


Liberty and loyalty 






iWif 


J. K. L. Walker 

Robert Lesson 
C andy for Kfug 
219pp. Collina. £6.95. 

0 ro 184136 X 

S ;.. . Abandortiag the deli^ta of Grange 
: Hitt; tlobert Leesdn hu moved back to 
^ fublonabie Fifties for his new 
i'r -;. ‘ .. xy^L This Was (he decide, ft vriU be 

triM 

olidnltoTrida of 
phttosOphier 'klnp: In this platonic 
; ij sodety, we learn from current re- 

' jj aearch.theemotfooalsecurityaffofded 

- i tw reoeivLng orders was only matched- 

if not indeed surpassed - by the 
satrsfaclion of actually giving them. 
■i i . School, factory, anneo services, not (o 
. ' menlion still uSefiil stretches of jungle, 

swamp and desert , were prime areas of 
, extensive trials of the Christian virtues 

. ^ offoftearance, humility aadehastity. 


. 'MrLeewn.JnCruwfy/oi’/Cing.fflves 
' ' th^'mattera rome thought. His'nero;' 

' Kiiebener C^ndeford^ or Candy,' is a 

red-headed seventeen-yea^-old, 

; ' - a holy Innocent whose search for. truth, 

i; I " • . right ronduct and the reconciliation' of 
‘ ‘ the four' Founder's Z>ay platiii^es 


love, Uberty, loyalty, leadership - 
proMunded by the Reverend Oswald 
Tuck, headmaster of St Joseph's, lead 
him inevitably into disaster. Leeson's 
St Joseph's is a severely abstracted, 
near-Beanovian image of jxKhness, 
perched on the hUI above Barruwick 
where' the real world of Woollie's, 
cinemas and scraps with ibe local lads is 
to be found. Candy falls for Molly of 
WooUle's and after quixotically 
Intervening In a meuital brawl between 
her aunt and Uncle Is expelled from 
school and finds lUrnaelf part of thlB 

ceal^wbrldviodKiog with tpe.aiint and 
: wtofy' OaokUi 
suffering ritual numlUation at the 
; hands of the factory girls and, more 
gently, sexual initiation. 

Stitt trying to reconcile liberty and 
loyalty, Candy lands with a thump, 

' Jobless, in the street, with the twin 
. labels of Red and blackleg hung round 
his neck. Together with two friends, 
smart Lord J^n from St Joseph's and 
Swarfy from the factory, he Joins the 
army, - following i jn -. bis i... father's 
footsteps. Assigned to the Ordnance 
Goips, the Menu are pbsted out to the 
Canal Zone, there to sWeaT it out Id 


romance going by letter with Molly, 
now risen through the ranks to be a 
Fleet Street journalist, and offers to 
marry her after her currant boy-friend 
has made her pregnant. Spells in 
detention camp, fl^ts with a local 
ioiaatcy unit and frateniizatioa with the 
viUasers fisher enliven his existence 


figure of the most pleasant oddity and 
charm. An orphan, she hns been 
adopted by the Misses Peverill, who - 


turned their family home into a smMI 
boarding school for girls. As a rule, 
Rowena will not speak to other girls 
under the age of fourteen: but makes 
an exception of Kate Martin, whose 
parents arc in India, and who is not 
particularly dismayed to have to spend 
^ristmas at school rather than with a 
mediocre aunt. Kate rapidly discovers 
that Rowena has illusions of grandeur. 
Her real father is certainly a count > or 
rather, a comte. It is perhaps his French 
Character that causes her to roll her 
r*8. 'T suppose”, she says sinking into 
her seat in the cheerful local bus.^'that 
one could hardly expect a Rrralls 
Riroyce. ” When she is wearing a school 
scarf it looks like fine furs; and she 
claims to have 117 books of ber own. 
'ne true astonising story of her origins 
she has set out in tne three manuscript 
volumes of “The Journal of the Famous 
Rowena Lament”. She lends these to 
Kate, but is not easily satisfied with the 
other's response to them. “You are 
totally, utterly insensitive . . . .Would 
that ihad never entnisted my precious 
work to your feeble hands.” The 
awkwardness lies in her having decided 


that plump little Miss Amy PeveriJi k 
her mother: a conviction that threatens 
disaster when she resolves that a 
handsome Christmas visitor b her 
father. 

A comic opera story, and, as such 
very pleasant. As witb most S 
operas, we are well advised not to ask 
certain questions: in this case , how the 
sensible and kindly Misses PeveriU 
could have allowed Rowena to get ioio 
this condition of Roping faotaiy. Bui 
much of it is truly funny - the comedy 
being that of young astonlsKmeot 
The various set-peces are made to e^ 
plode in a satisfactorily amusing bshioa 
and there is a pleuant light-hearted 
use of words. 

But the effect of the story on a yoiuu 
reader is likely to go deeper than comic 
opera is inclined to go: and this may be 
because of a curious poignancy and 
effect of truth in the relationship of the 
two rids. So Kate finds that she can 
mock Rowena without being unkind, 
and without earning the reientmenl of 
her friend, whose grandeur amounts to 
every kind of insecurity, gowned and 
crowned. Having discovered the 
unfamiliar thrill of moduiy. Kate 
longs to be able to continue with it, She 
mows wittier with every minute spent Id 
the other's company, while Roweni 
grows more tboughtnil with every mo- 
ment spent in hers. In the special dr- 
cumstances of a Christmas that, in one 
way or another, reprints exile for 
both, they are seen to lay hold of eari) 
other's character and distinctly change 
it. And that t»ing the actual nature d 
foendships, expecially among tbe 
young, this is where the pleasure of tbe 
storyliea: likely to be len behind wfau 
its details are forgotten. 


A book of secrets 



boredom andl^enessinatent'^camp 
se^ciiig 10,OQQ tons of agiiu amaiuni- 
tion. Candy doggedly, keeps his 


untiTin agrand finale, unit and villarers 
stage a triumphant mutiny against their 
oppressors, 

AU this is done Mtb some gusto, and 
no .doubt teen^e readers will find it 
ewty to identify with a rebellious big 

, bfotherfig^re.Leaiioripushesthestory 

beyoiid such a stereotj^e in his desire 
to show that true moral awareness 
begins . at (he moment of cboioe 
between two equally plausible 
prihdplea; in Candy^s case, when he 
nercely decides that ail omcers are 
shits - the vital shift in outlook which, 
until (hen, had innocently looked for 
virtue in master as well as man. The 
final revelation about the true nature 
of the heroism that led to the death of 
Candy's father, a private soldier, 
udd^iinea ttdi. At this point the scaly 
wings of agitprop hover dangerously 
.. close. Conscript privates in the 1950s, 
.were about as conscious of being 
udberialiii agents as was that earlier 
private of the East Kents. 


Margaret Meek 

Isaac Bashevis Singer 
The Golem 
Deutsch; £4.9S« 

0 233 97534 9 ' 

In more senses than one The Coiem is a 
book of secrets. Dedicated to “the 
penecuted and oppressed everywhere, 


cease one day”, It Is an all^rical fable 
in the traohion of Tm PfJgrim's 
Progress. Both books stem from an 
ancient tradition of narrative; both 
console' and disturb thdf readers and 
both provoke Inte^retatioh and 
commentary. Neither is intended only 
for ^Udren; The young, Insiders or 
outriders, will make it Into their own 
kind of tale without respect for 
boundaries, whatever else they take to 
■be }ts' message. , 

The first part of the narrative takes 
the form of a traditional folk tale. The 
hero, Rabbi Leib, famous for his 
learning and cabbalistic knowledge, 
creates a helper, a golem or huge t^ay 
giant in order to save a brother Jew 
nbm the villain, a spendthrift drunken 


his “reason no. 7” for writing foe the 
young. 

The second half of the book is » 
commentary on the first. Here himM 
weakness breaks in and the story Klkr 
breathes a different kind of 
life Into the golem. Becauw l« w 
failed to obey instnictlons and keep w 
golem a secret from 
Rabbi’s power over the giant isik^ 
the golem’s life is 
the hour of need, irith M 
consequences tot the Jews of rtvp*’ 

The StiiTing of self-awrenen in 
great giant, ms love for Ih®, »f 
Mrlam who is forded to tnck 
lotting her erase the sacred norae^ 
his forehead, thus 
death, la a story in another traW 
the narrative of ,5 

redeemed by human low. 
outsiders are more at noi^ ^ 
understand the golem s 
is he. if he has no 
brother or sister? 'To 
whole commumly and to haw sj* 
in lusaven is no K 

being as otlier men. brothere « 

- misfortune. What «41l W 

readers of both (Tadipons^jk ^ 

restoration of Hannah the Rab 

who betrays him, .rather than 
the obedient servant? , : 

Slnwr’s skill lies ihe 

story In such a way 
persuasive directness of ril 
kind of moral authority 
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The olden days 


Katherine Duncan- Jones 

Pbnelope Lively 
F anny and the Monsters 
Keinemann. £5.50. 

0 434 94SB8 8 


These three short stories about Fanny 
Stanton, first published In 1976, 1977 
and 19W. are now gathered into one 
volume. They are set in the Bad Old 
Days of the i860s, when fathers were 
heavy, Sunday was given over to 
ebu^-going and improving reading, 
god Science was not part of the 
curriculum in the family school-room. 
Fanny, the eldest of eight children in an 
upper middle-class Oxfordshire 
family, is surprisingly detached in her 
outlook on these things, rejecting 
rellgioo, longing to be a palae- 
ontologist, and discovering that the 
way to achieve contentment in a 
larp family is by democratic process: 
"DecisioRs about what they ali did . . . 
were to be taken by evenone". Could 
she perhaps, like tne children in some 
of Penelope Lively’s other books, have 
wanderea back from a Guardian- 
reading family of the mid-twentieth 
coitury? The 1860s are depicted 
coodeKendingly as a period of bigotiy 
end barbarism - though Fknny's 
father, in the title story, shows brief 
riimmerings of approval for her when 
Eer observant eye for fossils wins the 
admiration of a young scientist from 
the British Museum. 

By far the best story is the first, 
which deals with Fanny's theologicBi 
and emotional * upsets after ' a 
*n]pplicBtory prayer tor cherry pie at 
Sunday lunch nai been answered. 
Appended to the prayer for cherry pie 
was a wish that the latest Stanton oaby 
mi^t be removed (not killed) by 
di^ne intervention; after the first part 
of the prayer has been answered Fanny 
hovers by the crib In an agony of 
ulidpation, waiting for the baby's 
ifflininent assumption into heaven. 


After a rather unconvincing episode in 
which she runs away from home and 
spends half an hour pretending to be a 
kitchen-maid at the vicarage, she 
comes back, fast friends with the 
myopic but understanding vicar, and 
subsequently develops a particular 
affection for the baby. The narrative is 
fast moving, events are well described, 
and social observations, such as 
Fanny's momentary reflection that the 
real kitchen-maid employed by the 
Stanton family is little older than 
herself, are lightly delivered. 

The second story shows Fanny 
pursuing her interest in fossils and 
prehistoric monsters in the fece of 
strong discouragement from her Aunt 
Caroline, her father, and her stereo- 
typical governess. Miss Purser. The 
third describes the battle of (he 
Stantons over a piece of waste ground 
with an almost equally numerous 
family newly arrived next door. It is 
here (hat the softness of Mrs Lively's 
imagination is most damaging: the idea 
that fourteen children from two 
separate families can sort out their 
territorial differences and achieve joint 
decisions without rancour would be 
hard to credit even if the story had been 
set amid group-sharing schoolchildren 
in the 1980s. Mrs Ewing's story “Our 
Field”, 1889, on a similar theme, did 
full justice to the insistent individuality 
of children: here the ideals of the Ad- 
venture Playground seem loo hope- 
fully projected into a supposedly 
repressive environment. 

John Lawrence's line illustrations 
are animated and pleasant in a sub- 
Ardizzorie manner. It is a pity that the 
stories were not revised and edited a 
little before being brought together. It 
is at the end of the second story, rather 
than the last one, that we learn what 
happened to Fanny when she grew up; 
we are told three times over about the 
composition of the family and the fact 
that only the older children enjoy the 
privilege of a nice big Sunday lunch 
with their parents. Nine-year-old 
readers may not object to the 
Ideological anachronisms, but they will 
find these repetitions tedious. 


Infinitely pleasing 


Galen Strawson 

, M4AN AIU-BBRG 
Teainatted 

: luustrated Iw Andr6 Amstutz- , 
Granada. 0.95. 

•0246115513 

*N 

0^ upon R time there was a review of 
■ > tepk in (he TLS Children's Books 
PBges that started off "Once upon a 
hme there was a review of a book In the 
TLS Children’s Bobks Pages that 
.. .riarted off . . And then it wont on 
And then it went oh ' And then it went 
Oa “And then it went on ‘And then it 
went on”?’”. What happened in the 
end nobody knows. It is not even 
: wrtoin that there’ was an end, although 
the TLS Children’s ‘Books Pages are 


a casuistical wolf, a simple Simon, a 
diminutive . royal frog and a 
fefifofumulous (and paedOphagouO 
uant. None of them are sure what story 
they’re in, and several of 'them are 
distinctly dangeroua, But Qinah is a 
resourceful, girl- who cries only once 
and shows ^eat presence of mind. She 
soon learns bow to deal with her 
evening visitors. She tells each of them 
a story, and as often as not the sloiy 
loops round into reallfy (Dinahs 
reaUiy, that is), changing it as it goes, 
and usually sumcing to coax or coami 
her guests back out of the , window 
whence they came; whereupon they 
bumble, hop, stump, broomstick (yb), 
lope, prowl or flounce off into 
deepening shade? of tne summers 
night. ' y 

This is a -delightful book, There'^ 
only one serious threat of Infinite 
L r«:.*ak MllihD ihK hears 


Absorbing details: picture books 1 


ni f «« works late at antics or oocn ms younger orotiier and 

Elaine Moss wads The Times at breakfast and his father with ironic detachment. The 

- 'B always loo busy or too tired to father responds to the small boy’s wild 

, answer Hannah's questions - or take imaginings(”l’dlikctobeaposlcard''; 

All the picture books here are bright, her to the zoo. Hannah is besotted with "I'd like to be a slug”) with answers in 
lively and eniertalnine stones, ^rillas: toys, books, lampshades, the same nonsense vein. It is all very 
containing elements which the very King Kong posters, her own drawings light-hearted and enicriuining, though 
youngreaderwill relate toquitecasily; reflect her passion. And it is a gorilla, the cri decoeur at the end will strike 
but they are also challenging to a much dunng the nieht before her birthday, home only with other exhausted 
older readership. They demand in- who appears (ife-sizc at the foot of her parents: "My brother thinks being a 
telligence, imagination, investigation bed and, once dressed in father's hat dad is hard work so he says he’s going 
and discussion. and cool (“A perfect fit", he whispers) to stay a little boy for ever. Mv dadsavs 


antics of both his younger brother and 
his father with ironic detachment. The 


and discussion. anacoat(“Apcrfect fit", he whispers) 

Boris Bad Enough is an excellent swinging tlirougfl the 

example of a picture book with an relations in cages, n^ 

attractive hero ?a bad, bad, bad son) & 

and hilaridus, bright pictures that will gorilla) and at a lyrical 

anneal to all aees Yei Rnh<irt Yrane tnidnight bail on the moonlit grass. On 
dares to put psychotherapy on the line 111® birtnday she, 

and offer a simple solution to ordinary 1*®^!®*^**“ gorilla go off 

family difficulties - which sometimes, '***PPy wmp®n>«>nship. 


guterally .ureed to be of finite 
extensloA. the moral of it ’Was - bwiuc 
pWn. Dori't let the fact that vou kre aska ''What 
telling aa|ory become part pf the story the 
^ arc telUng. And don’t let foe story foe cap 
^me part of itself. Those who steryihelfonks ^ 

. c^teavone.th«.hle risk being mIs a? afl 

-• Into a dark and stormy night Wilfred CWilfred foe Sete a 

; p foeirqwh devfrfog. (lTinl,aftcralJ Wteent alwut 
' what 'the Captain eventually did to reminding, a dMjy^ g^ 

’ ■ ‘■.or was it Arttonla i-^hough foe oldest i^on.pfLW^^ 

upe never gejs to hear of It. or indeed Hood 
• uje^htng etee, hrAritonlo’sverrion 
‘ happened on that dark and 1L.^ |p_* 


omy uiie swiuu* - — 

regresSk when Dinah is telling the be^ 
in her bed about a little alrl who tells 
some bears a.story, and the baby ^ 


ripnny,ni) 


I e - r ' j 

on that dark and 


"Jw goes up to. bed, she nras ii» 

. - pWPled. Hrst by thw fibani then 

boofod dramatical 
I sel^hppintbd Sleeping; Beaqiy, 

,’i T Xstodatioh has'recentiy 

' ■ i-'feifotd* (hfr ^ of , foofr, 
«ftdren'aibbcdts,av^^ 1982,Thc 
Medal, which is pyeii for'*an 


home only with other exhausted 
parents: “My brother thinks being a 
dad is hard work so he snys he’s going 
to stay a little boy for ever. Mv dad says 


uiiAj witwi a 9 I 1 IIUIV auiuiiuii uiuillaiV ^ ^ » 

family difficulties - which sometimes, '***PPy companionship, 

through lack of adult self-^praisal. As always with Browne the alert and 
end up on the slab in a Child Guidance imaginative reader is fed with 
Qinic. On the cover of Boris Bad absorbingdelails that the casual reader 
Enough a monkey shrink (you can see ivill miss. There are framed prints of 
his certificate of Psychiatry framed on ‘'the Mona Gorilla" and “Whistler's 
the wall) is musing over Boris's Mother-Gorilla”, for example, a 
behavioural problems. Boris is a little Mervyn Pcake-inspircd, barren room 
yellow elephant seen aiming a hefty In wmeh the only liglit comes from a 
kick at the shrink's skinny shins. Self- fourteen-inch television luhc, and 
expression? Perhaps. Yet the big blue lucre is a cunning arrangement of 
elephant Papa and smaller green fathcr’soutdaorcloniesliangingliniply 


the frogs, yell at his parents so loudly Hannah behindhiscar. 
that even tne goldfish is open-mouthed Pat Hutchins's parents and clilldren 
in dismM? The shrink unblocks his are altogether warmer, but even in a 
Bssaultea ears and pronounces judg- family where Mother and Father arc 

MAM*. kA VA.M. *A *Ua 1 , 1 . .A ! I , 


ment: “You", he saw to the blue loving, caring, humorous and undcr- 
elepbant, “are a baa father." “And standing, children can feel disregarded, 
you”, (to the green) “are a bad, bad In Kom’7/ Soon Grow Into Them, Titch 
mofoer. And you, Boris, are a bad, Tlich is the youngest of three and the 
» cheerfully, dumping ground for old clothes, 


mother. And rou, B 
bad,badson.*''BorisB 
But it takes longer for 


rees cheerfully, dumping 
)ad to learn not gleenilly 


St of three and the 


to rage at Boris but to play with him; growln, 


and for Mum to switch off her favourite 


imme in order to read to her son. 
Boris responds to these changes - but 
not too fast. It is a black comedy of 
considerable charm. 

Anthony Browne's Gorilla is 
deeper, bleaker, more intense yet 
finuly festive, joyous and moving. It is 
a tour de force by an artist who has 
consistently breached barriers in the 
picture-book field with books that 
explore childhood openness, adult 
shobbeiy (A Walk in the Park), 
materiafism versus the gift of 
imaunation (Look What T\>e Got) , the 
breakdown of family life (Hansel and 
Gretel In modeiri dress). Gorilla 
there is no ilgii of Hannah’s mother > 
indeed the photo frame on ber father's 


gleenilly passed down to him by fast- 
growing rete and Mnry. The clothes 
are too Dig for him but who cares? And 
why is Mother knitting socks and pants 
and a sweater too tiny even for Titch? 
The sharp-eyed reader will be picking 
up the clues as the pages turn: bulbs 


revealed when she comes home with a 
new baby. Tilch, kitted out in new 
clothesby Dad meanwhile , isat Instable 
smugly to pass on his worn-out gear. 

Mike Dickinson obvLousIysuffers his 
children gladly and is excellent at 
•capitalizingon their foibles and turning 
those’ sometimes irritating stages into 
imuinative picture booiu that older 
siblings Will enjoy. In My .Brother’s' 
Silly a detached older brother views th6 



to stay a little boy for ever. My dad says 
. . . perhaps he’s not so silly after all.” 

In We Are Best Brlends, Aliki, with 
extreme skill, embarks on an 
exploration of (hat most vital yet 
elusive experience, friendship; best 
friendship, in fact. What happens when 
a best friend moves away? Does loyalty 
demand loneliness? How will both little 
boys find new friends? How will they 
keep in touch? In words and pictures 
Aliki conveys the depth of feedng, the 
resilience, the humour of life at school 
and at home for the under sevens. Tbis 
is an enchanting and important book 
(for older readers, too, who will 
recognize the emotions) because its 
theme has been thoroughly thought out 
nnd presented in a way that will 
stimulate children's conversation. 

In Paper Capers Geraldine Martin 
shows a boy making a string of paper 
cut-out figures, nbandoningitwhenit is 
time to go to the seaside digging a sand- 
caslle - then looking up to fino^the cut- 
out figures blowing towards him in the 
sky. What is fascinating about this 
(extless picture book is the perspective 
in which the earth is shown - from the 
viewpoint, mostly, of the paper chain 
carried aloft by bird and breeze. 

Robert Kraus: Boris Dad Ettough. 
Illustrated by Josd Aruego and Ariane 
Dewey. Patnek Hardy. £5.50. 

P 7444 0014 7. 

Anthony Browne; Gorilla. Julia 
MacRae. £4.95. 

0 86203 1U4 4. 

Pat Hutchins: You’ll Soon Growlmo 
Them, Titch. Uodley Head. £4.50. 

0 370 30960 X. 

Mike Dickinson: My Brother’s Silly. 
Deutsch. £3.95. 

0 233 9753 L 4. 

! Aliki; We Are Best Friends. Bodley 
; Head. £4.95. 

\ 0 370 30962 6. ^ . . 

r OSKALOINB Martin: Paper topers. 

: Kestrel. £4.95. 

i 0.722657951 1.;, 
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belligerent about textual vananls, 


Hood ”the ^If ]w\ |®te to ,oal Rm , 
Riding Hood up, anti tWs the enti^ 
i? JEHit he fo turn Is dism^d. by 

Dmah’a addition fo (be oral fratiitiemrf 
a version 1n which 
over by her yhcle Jim 8 «no»t bljce, 
arid, bcing'loo much pf A 

take it seSbuslyjfre te"R?. “P P”,*? t* 

Window ledae' tQncJe .Jjnt. is m'-tiie 

the dlwygfass^ ^ ” o 

:'comiri^<'<iti iaoti'TSm'Xdtmefoprf 
\WalT,'- C^ 

'SSmenddd."The: Kite. Qrwnaway 

■ Medal for. illOattaiort hto beti 

.to MiAtfel EbremarivfbrJ-o^ 

•jj 'fiiuhJgi’-'FdOt foy'' Hejei). Pieib 

' V ■' ' ' ■ ■■' 
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, The Sword And The Circle 
RoseiitfliySuKlill 
An oulsiandingevoulivc 
-rctdliiis oFilw early life of the 

jegendiir)’Kj>i^Aiihui*frdm 
one of todays most respected 
hhlorital novelists. This first 
>^uifneinthairllogywas . 
ehosep as a Children’s Book of 
(he Year, . . • . . 

AgclOt ,£|.50 


A Candle In the Dark 
Rat^SuiiuMl.i 
. Alcrtse.Blraospliericthrillvr 
' vividly depleting I ho harsh 
. and!vlolehtl9thren(ury. . 

CQahnfncWhcre)wuyqiti^ . 
appittiilcesare^u^iirio-.'' 

' ftail^rouswb priniriguc.i ' 
l^l paccd^vehture froman 
tncrc^nglypopulurauthoi:' 
.Aaelb+’IlJS !-■ 



Beaver Towers 
Nigel Himon 
A dolightful fantasy 
combining humour, suspense, 
. magicwliunayoungboyls 
whisked lo a far-off island 
inhnbiicdby beavuni. 
Dusiineil to bticoniod classic, 

. thlscharmlngadvcnluru 
. comes from nn author much 
. acclaiiiH'dforhliinuvelsfur . 
older children. ■ : 

Agt^7-9 £J.I0 


MOgandtheRecltrier 
. , OirisPou'fing^ ; . 

' Ami>dcrn,wilty^vtiriluiv- 
rcQiuringh IK'eiy gnhguf 
achoolehUdrtinmdtivaivd.by - 
n teoderwich ^difference.. . 

; VVriltj^Wilh^af lhslght.thts . 

!. veiyfipifeatlnKijilpwAa 
. cfoli^nasaCnildfonVil^o^df '. 
•• .cheYcac. ' 


Harry Pey.The pjrple 
RobertNye 

An tuniislngriuitasyadvvnluiv 
oriifeon (he high sens written 
In a, (compelling readable eiylc. 

a highly regarded author. 
Qloscn jtu a Clldldren's Dbpk' ' . 
ofihe Vea'r.'. ".-.•j 

J^e9:»'-‘£L25,.. "■■.•.'V-'-I- 


••,AgelO+;’£l45 ' 'AgeWf ‘£ 125 .. •••• 
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Traditional forms: picture books 2 


Tanya Harrocl 


storks “who walked on their long red 
legs talking Egyptinn" from the lovely 


illustrated The Red Shoes with water- dreadful genre the adult fairy tale. Tlie 
colours of the most rain-washed theme is certainly a timely one. 


by Monika Laimgruber m her 
If recent publications nre anything to idiosyncratic, and somewhat un- 
gO by, not all the classic fairy tales work pleasing, stippled style and as a 
well In picture-book form. Some of the result the text looks cramped and 


Steadmwexplainsaidpnkeyandsmall 

Zb? D«cT/Sf is copiously llluitratcd older cliild but even so the drawings hoy level how wars begin but he does so 
^ Monika Laimg^^^ in her might seem a good deal too artful and m a robust and exciting way w^^ 

str.a.2?i«sagS a«s?.'affis:sj„‘sss 


weiiinpiciure-DOOKiorni. aonicuj uiK result inc text lOOKS crampco ana oiitctandinoandoeThansitissinaificant 
most famous, for 9'"“ that norm is^a wltknoJJn fahy fale. Tlie 

Gretei, Sfioftf White ana fotn Ruf^.pauauet s The SmgMg EiepMa»t joyeliest is Susan Cooner’s mlaotation 
Thumb, deal If but here her rich roloup and speckly ^ the Welsh tale Cow. 


which in their pure forms are full . of treatment come into their and « 

vivid imagery which an older child transform a somewhat feeble tale. 77ie Crjc* thaf^lavs the Golden Em- an 

would .turn Into pl«ure.s In his or ^ Prince is another reworking, 

own mind. Tlie description “retold and piona Moody employs the brashest 

illustrated bf invariaWy means that of modern tones^aSd the stylized Edant Llk m?kes a ioor ffe? 

thele«ftM L,CT d™,|,Bhri iljuslralions make clever use of her ' 


room for pictures and simplified to suit fairly limited skills. None the less 
a younger audience. there is undoubted vigour in the 

T j- ft- 4 .. T . ' 'n..,^u Princess’s awful pert remarks and in 

e».^m;Sr.es^e problc^^^^The"^^^^^ .hebueyobsessive-lookingdrewing,. 


fyingstory has been rewritten in simple The Grimm Brothers The Frog 

amnnd Heiu^ate scarv /V/zireisastorythatcanbeappreciated 


The colour plates are particularly makes it sound as if it belongs 
lovely: palely oeautiful visions of the 
sparkle of jewellery and lace, the 


language around delicate sciry Princeisastorythalcanbeappreciated 
drawings. Perhaps we should be on manv levels and combined with 
gratefuTio be spared passages like this Ash’s illustrationsshould please a 

one from the firet English translation of wide age range. Each page of text is 
Perrault’slale: frameo by a tittle sketched vi^ette.' 

The colour plates are partiiralarly 
The ogre had seven daughters, all lovely: palely oeautiful visions of the 
little cldldrcn, and these little sparkle of jewellery and lace, the 
Ogresses had all of them very fine meam of fountains and the oozing 
comptexions, bNause they used to dewiness of the ubiquitous frog. Jutta 
eat rresh meat like their father; but Ash has gone some way to achieving 
they had little grey eyes and entirely that picture book ideal, the perfect 
round, hooked noses, very large niarri^ of text and illustrations. The 
mouths, and very long sharp teeth, same can be said of Lorlnda Byran 
standing at a pretty distance from Cauley’s treatment of the simple folk 
each other. They were not yet very t&la The Cock, the Mouse and the Litde 
wicked, but tliey promised it very Red Hen. She crams each page with 
much, for they had already bitten framed pictures illustrating every 
several little children, that they incident in this simple story of a fox 
might suck their blood. oqtwitted by a resolute and hard- 

But in this version Ihc dct.il bus been 

dulled and the tiny heroic central Fairy stories do not lack moral 
cliaracter made less interesting. This lessons which are complicated and 
seems to be a mislake, for a plain tale obscure. Hans Christian Andersen's 
of evil is less palatable than a fanciful stories tend, however, to be both 
one. rational and Christian . In fled Shoes we 

. End him at his most severe. The 
The text of Hans Chnatiaa punlshmehtf^orayoungKlri*svanityand 
Andersen's The Ugly Duckiing also lightheart^nessutemblyvengefulbut 
losiis some memorable passages. For none the less it ' Is a strange and 
example, it seems sad to omit those wonderfol tale. Chihiro Jwasakj has 


itory is a good one, a variant on the «... 

loose that lays the Golden Egg; an 

tnchantedcowemergesfromalakeand Hutchinson. £4.50.0 09 150510 0. 
because of her and her proseny's Hans Christian Andersen: 7?ie Ugly 
abundant milk makes a poor former Duckling. Illustrated by Monikn 
into a wealthy man. But his cruelty and Laimgruoer. Hamish Hamilton. £4,75. 
greed ensure that his riches are taken 0 241 10836 5. 
from him. Warwick Hutton’s water- Gina Ruck-Pauquet: The 5ifigt/ig 
olours are striking. They capture to Elephant. Illustrated by Monika 
erfoctionthesubtleshifisoflightinthe Laimgruber. Hodder and Stoughton. 
Velsh hills but contain enough sharp £4.95. 0 340 28610 5. 
rawingtoretainachild'sintercst. Tiro Fiona Moody: The Sugar Prince, 
ionkeys and a Bridge by Ralph Hutchinson. £4.95. 0 09 150520 8. 
teadman could har^y be more The Brothers Grimm; The Frog 
ifferent. It is described on the back Prince. Illustrated by Jutta Ash. 
3veras“atimelyandwryfable”which Andersen Press. £3.99. 086264 020 2. 
lakes it sound as if it belongs to that Lorinda Byran Caulev: The Cock, 


■Wiu» jwri rcni™ Jiiw colours are Striking. They capture to Elephant. Illw 
sessive-lookingdrawmgs. perfection thesubtleshiftsof light in the Laimgruber. H< 
imm Brothers' The Frog Welsh hills but contain enough sharp £4.95. 0 340 28C 
1017 that can be appreciated drawingtoretainachild'sintercst.T'Hv) Fiona Moody: 
levels and combined with Donkeys and a Bridge by Ralph Hutchinson. £4. 
illustrationsshouldpleasea Steadman could har^y be more The Brothers 
ange. Each page of text is different. It is described on the back Prince, lllustra 
a tittle sketched vignette.' coveras“atimeIyandwryfable”which Andersen Press. 


stories tliat have a Homeric simpliritv 
about them, as opposed to the vricked 
stepmother aniT dark wood o« 
owupations of German folk 
This account of a brave prince who 
rescues his seven brothers and a lovelv 
princess from the evil Punchfa'n Is no 
exception. The illustrations and end 
papers, which draw on Indian Mogul 
perfectly integrated wi:h a 
thrilling story. 

the Mouse and Ihe Little Red Hen 
Pepper Press. £3.95. 0 23? 45667 2. ' 
Hans Christian Andersen; The Red 
Shoes. Illustrated by Chihiro Iwasakl 
Neugebauer Press: A. & C BUet 
£4.50. 0 907234 267. 

Susan Cooper: The Silw Cm 
Illustrated by W^ick Hutton. Chatio 
and Windus: TTie Hogarth Pres* 
£4.95.0 7011 2672 8. ^ 

Ralph Steadman; 7W Donkeys and 

Joanna Trouohton: The Vfizerd 
Punchkin. Blackie. £4,95. 

0 216 91266 0. 


meam of fountains and the oozing 
dewiness of the ubiquitous frog. Jutta 
Ash has gone some way to achieving 
ihiit picture book ideal, the perfect 
mamage of text and illustrations. The 
same can be said of Lorinda Byran 111^1^^ 

Cauley’s treatment of the simple folk "WK6 MOrriSOIi 

tale The Cock, the Mouse and the Little - ■ ■ — - ■■ ■ 

Red Hen. She crams each page with ,1,- consumers of 

focident in*^hirsimole*sIn™^ Tfm cli>l*®n's books - children or adults? 
nntaH«iri countless conferences, mono- 

refill®®® araphs and articles on the subject 

working little fowl. suggest that the answer, as we’d 

Fairy stories do not lack moral expect, must he children. “Good" 
lessons which are complicated and children's books are those that in some 
obscure. Hans Christian Andersen's way further a clod's development 
stories tend, however, to be both (teaching words and concepts, 
rational and Christian . In Red Shoes we broadenmg the imagination or simply 
End him at his most severe. The entertain!^; “bad” children’s books 
punishment fora young^rl*s vanity and are (hose (hat don't; adults do not enter 
lightheartednessistemblyvengefulbut into it all. The reality, though, seems a 
none the less it ' is a strange and long way from this pious convention, 
wonderful tale. Chihiro Jwasakj has Unril children are of an age to buy or 


The parents’ choice 


where outsize tights and loosely tied 
ballet shoes cause a group tumble. 
Reading her new series, one realizes 
that Oxenbury's appeal has probably 
always been more to parents than to 
children: her weeny protagonists 
tend to be rude, dishevelled and 
disruptive - good for parental laughs 
but not for toddler self-esteem. What is 
uew, or more marked, is the 
exclusively middle-middle<lass milieu. 

Binette Schroeder's series of Zebhy 
board books was among the most 
sinister of recent years; dark and 


arched backs, little jumps and leaps) 
than by thought for language de- 
velopment. Wake Kitten, foreumple, 
teaciies a child the words waklni 


lurid colours, surrealist landscapes, 
maraudlM lions and deep gorges. Her 
new Tu^ series has become more 


wonderful tale. Chihiro Jwasakj 




Until children are of an age to buy or 
bonow books for themselves, parents 
have to determine their reading for 
them; and until cMIdren have leamt to 




.read fluently, parenta Will be at their 
<lboW, 'nudging them onwards and 
' trying to bring the text to U£e. This can 


Uancj 




ri'i • . 


Rosa Guy 

NEW GUYS AROUND THE BLOCK 

Part detective stoiy pari portrait of black youth In Harlem, 
this sequel to The IXsappearance is as compulsive and 
penetrating ag The Friends irilpgy. ... 

0W5032716 £6.95 Yk^Adi* ' ' 

ZibbyOneal 

; . A FORMAL FEELING ; . V / 

A 16^ar-old girl ^owly cornea to terms with N 

tite death of her njotherarHi her tether^ , / . \ 7 \ 

- Temarria^.0S7S'(J3a677 a .95 ta:+y . . .\/ |\ 

" Rddie Sudbery )w 

: NIGHT MUSIC r //fj 

. Already knowii lor iW many children^ novels, If \ 

- f^eSudl^ makes her ; // ■ n 

y. QoUanpz ji^ jvlrt art IhW^lrld 'sgpiemafurai'v . -• //. » 1 

• v..:-t||e.'9.676 

■; 

; : . a: m t' 


be an onerous and repdtIHve proceu, 
made tolerable to parents, who’d uUlitarj 
probably rather be spendiaa their childre 
reading time on the new Iris Muidocb r 
or TTmothy Mo only if there i, 
something in a children s book that 
(hey can themselves enjoy. Here, 
perhaps, is a more honest oenaition of . 
what we nfean by a “good" children's 
book -a text which adults, too,canput The six 
up with. JwJto 

Parental, involvement in their child- Jithoui 
ren's reading is at Its greatest, bf behind 
course, ]n the pre-school years. And. .•]»£. 
the fact (hat parents speno at least as 1 
many hours toilingthrough pre-school ^ 
books as do their offipting is surely one 
reason, for the popularity of Helen ' 1117, .trai 
Oxeobury. Her. brightly coloured ^antini 
j board books - with their exhausted, 

' .frumpidi mums, surprisinsly youthful bue-tia 
dads and mischievous toddlers- are as 
atandard a part of the middle-class 

hnmA a> Dahalnna T aB»<h ahi4 -dakaW' '^—1. i- ' 


domestic, its central character a small 
black dog. But many of the same props 
are there (that mauve sun, those black 
hi^-heelra shoes, those friendly little 
blue and pink birds) ano the 
atmosphere remains Grimm and 
Gothic. Compared to the colourful 
products of Schroeder's imagination, 


washing, eating, chasing, poundng, 
hiding and sleemng: it's not hard to 
spot the cat-bu^s word smuggled hi 
among words that make up a part of the 
child’s daily life. Similarly, in Hush 
Kitten, a study in onomatopoeia, 
there's something peculiarly nuiaom in 
the choice of basic nolse-wonis; 
crackle, pop, crack, rip and miaow are 
perhaps unexceptionable, but why 
splish-splash as against the simpitf 
splash and why tne esoteric pmk- 
plonk (a cat walking along a piano)? 
Perhaps this series is a tran^ation from 
another language, which explains tjw 
linguistic ooditi^. We don’t know, for 
one of the conventions of books for 
amall children is that their authon, 
unlike the rest of the wribni 
profession, are denied biograpnlcsl 
Jacket notes. Whatever the c«e here, 
^omtut's books don’t . seem 


vra ksvasawwawi • atsaafiuiviaviiti mmmrn 

most board books look drably Schoagut s ♦v,nncrhf 

utilitarian. But her appeal to small wpcdelly well illustrated or tho gh 
children remains questionable - they 

lack liveliness or detail and, the The Zebra “Time to Talk” books, os 
narratives can seem empty or in- the other hand, have been very 

conclusive. carefully thought out indeed, as o 

•nic strength of the Find It board pi};®” *hat, “ *5® 

booksisStei^enGartwri^t’Bdrawine. ^ Pre- - 

The six creatures which it is the chilft produced with the help of he ^ 


inc SIX creaiures wnicti It IS tne ctu o's -- - . 

task to discover ranunnv duck niaW school Playgroups Associoti^ ang 

especially original: Darid Bcnnoii- 


without being twee, and the objects 
behind which they part-conceai them- 
selves, whether simple (a whcelbar- 
rbw) or complex (a rridM containing 
eggs, tomato, trifle, milk, lettuce, cu- 
' cumber and so on), are luddly 
illustrated. It's hard to imagine anyone 
wanting all six . books in the 
series, since there's- a limit to the 

? ' uestion-and-answer process involved 
’Ceii you see the kitten?”, "What’s 


home as Penelope Legdi and Fisher 
^ Price toys: imidb of her attraction is 


that: it's hiding behind?”, '^Where do 
you keep your own one of those?”), 
lii^z ■ eu. A;...:.,*. Buf mbrejhan ode of them should be 

dSwi!il5 J re&SSy '“'5' 

sentimental light. Now that she has Braanuel Schongut’s series uses the 
actiuired language and paper pages,- motif of a kitten tolntroduce a number 
.. 'hovii^ir, other old power nas-df.simple words,- about eight to ten per 
. I'l^^l^.vjf Ute'boaid.bTOkSwef^^l^^ Ori ralhefr that's the avowed 

allenr'.; moviek;: HhiU' of ^ narrative/ Initetitlbni ln,,foot, it seems k book- for 


especially original: uavju dw*.--- 
chief influence seems to have row 
from comics, but his children rouWjro 
with more of the IndMdualily ofrofflw 
book characters. The lHustraUOTS w 
nonetheless lucid and 
have the rare ability to offer sometbjij 
(hat could reasonably interest s 
year old and a two-yearold at the ww, 
time. Tills seems to be one of 
prindpies of the prose, too: sow 
pages have large simple pictures aw 
only a few wow; othere haw a 


pages have large simple pictures aw 
only a few wow; othere haw a se^ 
of smaller pictures: some have quiw 

demanding queatldns and answrt^ 

complex sentences. The strength ofw 

books is that they could be reid^lw^ 
times in one day yet lead tO' differ 
discussion ea$ time. Authofl 


I . (-.r 


! SEEM;: 

'.|j i'-7.'’a«^Waiu^on.^ 


altenrvmwek.s- fHU' of .naitqtivt ; m>ot, ik secriis k book-for . publlshersofboardbookScouldieBrns 

.subtleiieli he^, three,. heW , books are cat-bttfb "not. toddleis,' its imagination good deal from them - why can't boaro 
Cariy.'On' comedies; slapstick. jath^ ;raore, enmged.in' the delineation of , gooki have this kind of oetaih «hica 
th!m.tttiricaI,pa1rbmzfog.raUier,t^^ f^e ehatip (all those green ''.eyes, amallchildren do enjoy? ^ • 

..irreverenji • '• >-■' ^ ■ -- • : ; — r — 




Find the Kitten. 0 86020 718 8 
Ufbome £1 each. 


BMANUEt SCHONOUt: . 

HiisA 7C«W>i. 0 7445 Q035 8 ; 


Lifo ^arui detiih ^Mhdefr 


,c^hliig*the .lavatories rituated r6nnd'-.'D^.'*f!f(-^^^ 0 7W 0065 '6 

.the; back of , the kitchens before 


iill ' ■■ V 



Walker iBooks, 
StmTAgBiq^:-' 


pceed. to .the indvltabie and • 








TLS JULY 22 1683: 779 


Attractiveness is not enough; picture books 3 

;::rwtntie tTh='revrc.r 


r H friend, each 
fulfilment bubble 
/ith an animal 


^posidve response is usually com- 
^£d of recognition and sur- 
god this is just as true of pic- 
Eas it is of text. Sheer attme- 
M « not enough; children, 
UJ to I startlingly late age, are 
^nioved by views and vistas; they 
Sid mucii rather exaitune the old 
finrette stubs, elastic bands discarded 
JfSc pMtman or dead leaves that lie 
(Jbt under their feet. 

Gfgnied the cigarette-stub effect, 
tbe fust of these books and the one 
Doit obviously aimed at a very young 
Dcteoce, the Japanese / Can Build a 
fioue, Is a little too panoramic. The 
, Bctuiei ct the teddy-bear protagonist 
mebaming, and the bear’s first 
tuespu to build, first out of pastel 
0)io(ind bricks and then put of 
oahions in sophisticated shades of 
kdvn ind cream have pleasingly 
diittuous outcomes. But the pictures 
m t little short of tbe kind o^ainful 
deail which children savour. The final 
iKenpt at construction demands 
idaon, sellotape, a large box and 
putnial co-operation. 

H You Take a Paintbrush rovers a 
vidu ranse, although the text remains 
niniinal.^ere is no narrative, just a 
ierisofpictures with captions on the 
(kem of colour. Yet the pictures do 
uttly involve the same people and the 
dwicteristic visual style prompts the 
gukiQg of connections between 
picture! - the building up of a 
: oonposile notion of the interior of a 
' bwe ibr example. Each illustration 
ha a rather charming enigmatic air 
udisfullofcircumstantialMtatl. The 
iotcrion are intriguing; full of books, 
pUlei of biscuits, odd pottery pitchers 
md jui arranged in crowded shelves, 
lul Aildren are intensely busy at not 


clothes, gets a garment a page, thinks 
he looks silly and returns to his original 
state. The chair is re-covered, Tiut, 
nias, the bear’s dress is made out of the 


he busts up your trike: and for tbe adult 
world generally - he barges ahead in 
bus queues. Arain the text rather lacks 
rhythm, and the illustrations show on 

■ ■ . wrT'n'. 


Esm4, looking distinctly fed-up, two 
nappy pins stuck into her Laura Ashley 
smock, and holding a manically 
grinning baby. Beastly old life is at its 


* ' * • 





im 



Three unmistakeably Ahlbergian teddy bears, from Ready Teddy Go! by Janet and Allan Ahiberg (Hciriemmin, 
99p. 0 434 925^ i), one 'of a new xeries of cut-out friezes called “Daisychalns". Daisychalns, have six figures 
which unfold to tell a story in rhyme; others in the series depict babies, witches and snowmen. 


same material, and we are back with a odd sort of hilly-billy place that doesn't 
potentially squashed bear. His owner quitesupportitsown fantasy, 
promises to love and protect him in an „ 

Such a low-key store more fun. Its somewhat Sendak-like 

illustrations are gravely funny about 
paced and varied if it is to sparkle. fni&traiions S being a child in a 

The two books of American origin sophisticated adult world, with no one 
aim fairly obviously at articulating Tor to play with. Esmd's child neighbours 
the child possibly unacceptable or are uniformly awful and her Mum and 
inadmlssable feelings about the world DadwereBlwaysgoingtopBrties’',thal 
and its inliabitants. Alligators are is when they are not canoodling in a 


Little shockers 


tricks again, and children should enjoy 
the joke. 

Wolves are such trefnendously 
popular villains with smallish children 
that it would be hard for any telliim of 
The Three Little Pigs to fail . Tony Ross 
offers the lough version - two of the 
little pigs are eaten because they arc 
not “smart" enough. The narrative 
plays games with pastoral-urban 
themes: the pigs set out from a high- 
rise block and after the wolf has ended 

In brief 


up in Ihc soup, the country quickly 
becomes overcrowded with more 
urban seekers of rural solitude. Such 
jokes arc likely to pass over the heads 
of most four-ycar-old wolf fans , hut tlic 
hyperactive illustrations have some 
nice touches, as when (he wolf's 
huffing and piiffine blows away the 
entire contents of the house of sticks 
including the television. The com- 
bination of traditional folktale and 
Benno-like narration and illustration is 
pretty brash, but this book aims at a 
wider readership than Poor Esmd. 

Comic style illustrations and 'a 
generally down-market feel charac- 
terize Lucky: the story of a Puppy, .and 
neither works to its advantage. The 
pictures are glaringly iigly-and the story 
panders to the least constructive and 
most narcissistic side of a child’s 
imagination. Kate gets a puppy, but 
herfather (she doesn't appear to have a 
mother) will not feed it and viciously 
turns it out into the snow for catingjiis 
siippcrand piddling on the carpet. The 
puppy spends u miserable night, is 
knocKcd down by a c.nr, rescued and 
Anally adopted by David whose 
parents are perfect. The combination 
of violence and sentimental morality is 
quite nasty. 

SiiiGEp. Watanabi'.i I Can Build a 
House. Iliusirnlcd by Yasun Ohtomo. 
Bodicy ]-lcBd. £3.95. 0 370 30965 I). 
Fulvio Testa: If You Take a 
Paintbrush. Andersen. £3.95. 

08626 4 0377. 

' Irina Hale: Brown Bear In a Brown 
Chair. Macmillan. £4.95. 

, 0333348524. 

I David McPkail; Alligators are Awful. 

F Kaye & Ward. £3.95. 0 7182 3930.x. 

^ Victoria Chess; Poor Esm6. Oxford 

- University Press. £4.50. 0 19279781 6. 

* TonyRoss: T/ie77irecP(gr. Andersen. 

I £3.95.0 86264 039 3. 

I- Nioel McMullen: Lucky. Heine- 

d mann.£4.9S.04349Sl366. 


Candida Lycett Green 

**^oDahl 

grtyBswti ' ■ • 

by Rosemary Fawcett 

Qje.T4.95. .. •• 

i^0Z0536 

Ahudred years after Edward Lear's 
tosgs and Hilaire Belloc's 
Tofe., Roald Dahl Is still 
rite fantasies and the’shock 
t^tinertt that children will al- 


tih'-pu^lariy such lines as. 

.•bouled,,''Manit 
prfcldia fo my buml'! 

: llAwfr j§. Dahl’s thirteenth 
Jwifor riiUdren, a sequel to his- 
Rhymes, published lut year. 


These particular tales are reminiscent 
bf Dahl's first collection of grown-up 
short stories. Kiss Kiss, which was first 
published in 1960. One of the stories 
.there concerns a vegetarian who, on bis 
%rst taste of pork, becomes obsessed 
with pigs and ends up belngswept onto a 
conveyor belt in a pig processing fac- 
tory. The same niacabre twlsttappean 
In Dirty Beasts. For example when 4 
ieSitiea pig discovers that the sole 
reason for nis existence is to be turned 
into bacon, he bashes (be farmer to the 
flQor and eats him, declaring, 

'*! had B fairly powerful hunch 
That he might neve me for hli lunch 
And so because I feared the wont 
I thought I’d better eat him first. 

Perhaps the best of the hlae ules in 
this book is 'The Ant-Baler”. A 
terrifically spoiled American ,boy 
called Roy demands to be ^ven an ant- 

eater. His fother searches tar and wide 

• and finally locates one in India, from 
whence it Is Shipped to the United 


States. It arrives all skin and bones and Spot's IJlrtfidny Perty by Erie Hill Tib?ri *'jufia 

asks Roy for food, but the little boy (Heinemann. JM.5p. p «4 94287 ij m V 

savs “Go find an am." As you’ve tolowsthebeBt-selUngWfrereiSpoiand MacRre. £4.95 . 0 86203 113 3) Is a 
Africans., “How S™,', Rr« with™/ quite 

Mar hmd thev trv ihev can’t j achieving the calculated obviousness under-fives wuch Is liRMalrove. 

prondunce a 

So, hot unnatiirally, the ravenous ant- cess. This rime it i$ Spof6 btffhday and fr^ 
rll have y6u tor dessert." ‘ all bare a Swl (lire. 

.»SK.a'&5 

sa-s£ SSSsSss bsf5s?.-*sa?fsis 

HoiTOMtruck children «d h buWng E^OU s^l^s^ro^ ^ wonis are printed in a large dear 

?cTdWite WkI 

Cook and Kit Wiluams, out im j-- - n ^tabgriied clasdc, but stand upverywell to the reading and re? 


Spot's Blrtfidrtv Forty by Eric Hill 
(Heinemann. i4.50. t) 4 j 4 94287 1) 
tollows the beat-selUng Where’ j Spot and 
Spot's First Walk without quite 
achieving the calculated obviousness 
which made the earlier books siich a suc- 
cess. This rime it is SpoCh birthday and 
duriiw a game of hide and seek the ppw- 
■tomilmr , crocodile, ^ bear, .. analto and 
monkey Are diacorered Id ftatolroards, 
under romts arid behind cuitglns, They 
all have a smsirt remark for Spot (the 
snake SBys"Oh, hiu’!) but there is a cei^ 
tain lotiiehess 'to dm supposedly Iriiiin- 
l^ant endiim, with Spot bd^ given hb 

presente udsimpiysaytog^Tiiank you’’. 
Eric HOl's style, seems, to have become 
coaner, his cpIbuR are Harsher and the 

■ ' a. M M 4 8 b 
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brandish carving knives. Rosemary 
Fawcett’s style is a mixture of Beryl 
Cook and Kit Williams, but the 
nastiness of her pjetures is exceptional 
as is, toddcDtalfy, her ability to paint 
lupins. 


tiSsmslhat are bound to be levelled at a 
followrep o BD established clasric, but 
Spot is atill lovable and tbe lift-the-flap 
fbnnula has some life in it yet . 


Exciting new jfiction for 





V-?'* !v ' InthaaaquellqHowGreBn 1 
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Tii^ Robbor's ; Pj^^jper Bpojg 

ASTRTOUNDGR^ . 

:,JSaw&rhooke 

olrildreobfopposlnRhandsof . ; Sp^isahardoounM^Btid hardeat 

robbers, are responsmleforiioiUng , ' oTeUforamiillatTaydogs. . .so 

: thefr warring families against a i ' , wh^aPaj^itoloEeanlamother.he 
; ;c6mmonfo6.;. Afflppingnew , haslbloarntQfBnafof.WmMlfvary 


thevWarringtBmiueaagiiuuin > ^ wh^QfopttoiOEeanisnunner.nB 

commonfoi.;. A, pipping new , hastbloarntQfBnafof.Wmaelfvary 

, adyentoreromancatromtiiuworidr, quicUv.Afouchingstpry,rlcnJa . 

famous author. . • i BnlmBlohservatlon,. ''■ 

£5.99 ,0416402201 ; ^ : ;£3.96 0416300408 


:£3.99' 0416300408 

The Making of l^ingers 


The Case ofThe High Rise 

Robbery 

Wolfgang Ecke 

A puzzling robbery in a itigh rise 
i i building is jiiat one of over twenty 
different caaea for aupn aieutha to ' 
• solve ... If they canl Detective ' 
atoriea with a difference . 

.IC3.9B 041626920 6 . 
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Numbers as fun 





Harvey Mellar 

Many parents spend a great deal uf 
lime helping their children to learn to 
read, but much less time is spent 
helping them to use numbers. Children 
will be tausbi to coum, of counie, but 
what woulJwe think of tcacliingachild 
the alphabet and leaving it at that? 
Parents see words as fun, they cnio^ 
books and they try to share mis 
enjoyment with their children, but I 
suspect they do not sec numbers as fun. 

TIte John Biirningham hooks are 
part of a series called “Number Play". 
Readers familiar with his simple story 
bMks will recognize his affectionate 
and witty illustrations which depict 
clearly accessible situations for the 
very young. Pi^s pUiS describes the 
journey or u pig m a deeply disad- 
vantaged car. A.s the journey progres- 
ses, more and more bits drop off and a 
new pig comes to the assistance of. 
the imforlunnle driver. Each pig is a 
number added on. Five down is a 
counting exercise; each number is seen 
as an object in ilseJf - a baby in a pram 
throws a huge number one to the 
ground (it cracks, to the evident 
satisfaction of the baby), five tiny mice 
struggle downstairs with their large 
yellow numeral (when it hits the 


ground to be broken into five pieces 
one can clearly delect embarrassed 
shufflings). Rjtie off is a story of Five 
children who one oy one fail from a 


horse. Comi up shows various ways in 
which the numoers one to five can be 
divided up. for example three frogs 
skipping becomes two frogs holding a 
rope and one frog jumping. 

The books are designed to be 
opened out and then unfolded, nnd this 
can turn out to be an exercise in 
patience, distracting from the enjoy- 
ment of the contents. The books are 
easily tom; there is a flap that holds the 
bao&closed, and eagerfingers tend to 
tear the hont covers in two. Despite 
this, (he books are an enjoyable 


' introduction to numbers and their 
possibilities, suitable for three to four- 
year-olds. 

Anno's Mysterious Mttfiipjying Jar is 
f about a jar containing one island, two 
) countries, six mountains, twenty-four 
walled kingdoms and so on, ending 
I with 3,62^800 jars all within the 
I original jar. Vte illustrations are 
I beautiful, full of Fine and delicate 
detail. But there is little connection 
between them; for example one does 
not feel that there really are nine boxes 
in each of the eight cupboards. 

Tlie major section of the book can be 
seen ns a counting book - it is followed 
by pages of dots pointing out the 
iiiiplications of the simple ideas that 
have gone before, and then a 
discussion on large numbers and 
factorials. It is not clear who it is aimed 
at. Older children may be put offby the 
picture book style, but the full meaning 
of the sequence cannot be grasped until 
niutfiplication has been understood, ft 
will probably be most useful to a child 
who is just beginning to learn about 
multiplication, for llie book shows 
some of the ideas that lie behind 
muItJplicAlion, and gives a hint of 
wliere it leads. 

John Burningham: 

Coiifit up. O 7445 0046 X. 
ffeado/ie. 0744500435. 
mde off. 0 7445 0045 1. 

Ptgs plus. 0 7445 0044 3. 

Five down. 0 7445 0042 7. 

Just cats. 0 7445 0041 9. 

Walker Books. £2,50 each. 
MrrsuMASAand Masachiro Anno; 
Anno's Mysterious Multiplying Jar. 
Bodley Head. £4.95. 

0370309588. 

Children’s books of the year 82 has Jiist 
been published by Julia MacRae 
Books in association with the National 
Book Leame (123pp. M.SO. 0 8^3 
121 4). 1%e book is an . annual 
annotated listing of titles chosen from 
the reference library of current 
children's books of the National Book 
League. 


I':';. V. ' 

I'-/ •' 


ate pre^aT^d to tkkcl nsks With 
. innovative children's fiction’ 

AIDANCHAMBERSon Bookshelf 

One publisher is 

PATRICK HARDY 
BOOKS 

Three new hovels by exciting and talented 
hew'writers 


MARY POPE OSb 6 r 1^ 

Rud, Riin^ As Fast As Y)u Can 

A fiercely ihbvingslory that marks ihedebutof a 
rejnoHuiDle tolMi. Maiy Osborne's vivid portrait 

ofaglrlhit hard personal |ragedy will provoke 
a profound response. 

J5^ : Ages 10+ 

ji^nnykoraleK 





A boy-king 


Mary Renault 

Nikos Kazantzakis 

Alexander the Great 
Translated byTheodora Vasils 

Peter Owen. £8.95. 

0 7206 0604 7 

Few important figures of ancient 
Greece are easily, or at all, accessible 
to children. Socrates impresses only by 


the fortitude of his inexplicuble death; 
Pericles is dimly apprehended as the 
cause of Greek civilization. Xenophon 


needs his own narrative voice. On the 
whole one must stick to Herodotus; the 
others are for the second decade, not 
the First. 

Alexander, however, is a gift. Only 
the extremes of prejudice or pedantry 
can make him boring. He is n spoonful 
of jam with which the medicine of 
history slips effortlessly down. His 
virtues ana faults are nearly all within 
the scope of childhood. Brave, 
handsome. royal, generous, 
adventurous, beloved; kino to bis 
horse and dog and, usually, to his 
friends; more chivalrous to his enemies 
than Coeur-de-Lion who made more 
fuss about it; a corrective, even, to the 
notion that heroes don't waste time on 
books. And, at the end of his lifelong 
adventure story, age will not wither 
him nor the years contemn. 

He has few dark corners with which 
to disillusion the teens. Sins done in 
anger, remorse, any child can 
understand, as he can the seductive 
pleasure of dressing up in exotic 
clothes and feeling important. The 
needed background is not boring 
either; nor is Hie grand design. 

A children's book about Alexander, 
by no less a writer than Nikos 
Kazantzakis, First published two years 
after his monumental Odyssey, makes 
expectation soar. Originally serialized 
(we are not told In what), it is now 
printed unabridged. The translator 
says in her preface that, had 
Kazantzakis livedj^be would doubtless 
have re-edlced it. So. indeed, one may 
hppe and believe. A disservice has 
been done him by reissuing it. now, ' 

' ; Alexander Is seen atitjrit from the 
vlewpdlnt of a Ma^donlan boy, oddly 
named Stephan (there are other 
eccentric name^ whom he befriends 
and who later joins his staff, fading 
most of the time into a passive 
observer. It is hard to account for the 
constant falsifications of simple history 
which pepper the book on nearly eveiy 
page. They reflect no consistent bias: 


they seem to symbolize nothing; they 
attempt no analysis, favourable or 
hostile, of the man; they neither 
fantasize nor debunk. The overall 
impression is of something done in 
tremendous haste, mainly or even 
wholly from memory, without access to 
the sources or even a serious classical 
history. 1940 was a bad year for 
writers, in Greece as elsewhere; but 
the potboilers of giants should he 
accorded decent burial. 

To select at random: how is history 
enhanced when Callisthenes, who was 
ostentatiously temperate, is portrayed 
as a boozy old sot? When the tough 
and capable Hephaestion, mountain 
compai^er, easoned diplomat, nnd 
bridger of the Indus, appears ns a doe- 
eyed and - iiterntly - clinging minion, 
whom Alexander thinks too delicate to 
take • on the Maedian expedition? 
When that magnificent old satrap 
Artabazus is presented as a grotesque 
villain who plans to assassinate 
Alexander before his accession, and 
never appears ia Asia? When 
Alexander wears silver Ammon horns 
in his hair, prefiguring the coinage of 
bis successors? ^en he runs up the 
walls of Tyre on a scaling ladder and 
jumps down inside, diminishing that 
towering citadel to a mudbrick fort, 
and leaving the MoUian arrow as mere 
anticlimax7“In a few weeks Alexander 
had completely recovered”)? When 
he, and his companions too, are said to 
have ridden fiiteen days and nights 
without sleep? When he plans, instead 
of the Arabian emsedltion, the 
circumnavigation of Amca? 

There are unaccountable omissions. 
Persepolis never bums. Parmenion 
vanishes without trace. Roxane never 
appears at all. 

One cannot know if the writing lias 
more texture in the orijrinal, or the 
dialogue more style. Sups, such as 
epigram for epitaph, occasionally ^ve 
the adult reader pause, and will 
certainly bemuse the juvenile one. 

Though It is a pity to start young 
readers off In such a general mist or 
error, it would matter less if, in the 
sum, the essential Alexander came 
through. But what emerges is an icon 
which . barely survived into the 
nineteenth centun. As a boy he is not 
simply a Wunder/cind, as he may well 
have been; he is bom complete, and 
undei^es virtually no development. 
At thirteen or so, seeming to take for 
granted the date of his own accession, 
He is all ready to conquer the world and 
bring to it the benefits of Hellenism; 
though this, as the tale proceeds, he 1s 
seldom seen to do. There Is no 
considered strategy, no adaptation, no 


New readers start here 


Ann Thwaite v . 

Eva Ibbotson . . 

The Y/eim anA the ToffeerNosed . . 
Princess. 

0.333 32034,4 

WiluamMayne. 

A Small Pudding for Wee Gowrle 
0 333 34080 9 

JAMU;IUC^ ' . 
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jMacmillaorRyjn^ 
each.- 


there is not much effort to control 
vocSbulary or sentence structure. The 
Kaderis expected to cope with tliis sort 
of thing: ‘The Kraken also liked a 
rather' dotty sea-witch who roared 
about muttering spells which, beigan 
with .words like 'Sweery, swee 7 
ljh]cuiii>-loo' and usuaHy ended witn 
.fonieone being turned Into a sea 
'cucumber*’, . . 

Eva Ibbotson’s 77ie Worm and the 
Toffee-Nosed Princess add other stotlu 
of monsters (from which the quotation 
comes) is great fun and full of 
.spendidly'motar tales which are alfo 




'ihp'm 

IfM 


out It ,may oe sometning jess usetui, 
such- as '^evef kiw a Boobrie 
iblrdv. The' infers of (heap cdllectioiis 
■ wilt need to' haVe su^ieht decodlqi 
'SklU m-oi;def not to-be deterred by i 

Inrn*' nir : ..L« ^ ' 


.I'Uiw ate urililcely to have come ac 
"'-*^re,y 'Such;.’ .aS'- . Nehucheo' 


One of Robin Jacques's draydmfm j 
Kings and Queens by Herbert ni I 
Eleanor Farjeoii (Dent. £5.9i. | 
0 4^ 061275). 

hint that his Persian robe had nj I 
political significance. He U (he nett j 
conqueror of hostile tradition, yet Ik | 
point is never discussed nor, it would ] 
seem, perceived. One thinks all too | 
often of Stephen Leacock's hero who | 
"flung himself upon his horse andnde I 
madly off in all directions". Fivt \ 
minutes after arriving anyslKR, | 
without consulting anyone orrecemni I 
any intelligence, he oiniiib j 
Bucephalas, signals for the army to | 
turn out on the spot, and is off tods i 
next objective, often wWuw 
disclosing it: "Let them snimbk. Ifi 
enough mat they obey. So badei 
misreading of Macedonian kioisha 
and social structure, and of Alexawn 
himself, Is hard to excuse. « 

As the story begins, and ihejumj I 
Stephan is seen at borne, thertar-i 
rather charming vignette of 
village family lue, opening vbm w 
another, unpretentious and M«i 
book. Even here, though, a kltk 
Macedonian girl goefr off, * 
Spartan, to the gymnasiuin wthw 
boys. 

The flyleaf of the book aimpoogi; 
acceptance by Unesco as im edueswM 

work . One can only speculate on ttey 

tern by which this accolade is be«oi» 


William Mayne’s A 
for Wee Gowrle and 
underground s : 

, particularly popular. WUhani 
both sorts of funny. He h>* 
been able to adaot hinjsjlf^jj 

• abilities of new readeisjwigfj^ 
small-masterpieces as 

.and the Uttfe Wheel, gu 

nearly twenty years agP-) ^ ^ 
. contribution to this senM, ^ 
,i6ddity, is probably tbe.eM Wt ^ 
There Is a lot of (wsual 

ihakesMayne’s always Intuv^W^ 

sound even stranger [J uA Bjifc 
especially when read aloud, 
goes somewh^j .aiwayji » t 
Sot be there. This one kw^ *" 
,and led to the mouth -of a ^ 

Swdenfe of Bmno BettriWji^ 

:hpve studied ‘-‘the. usm ot 
' ment'L.-may pause- and 
more distiirbfog *”\ft‘Stlifli* ' 

• of these sfories, pariicpiariy^; 

, , . 


a.ra>RGtua-^ 

isuchsqrieaqsBtabkol,^, .. 
l^ct^prqhahly:: eVw; jhoi^ 


St- has me 


them iaMnchi^ 


{: 


TLS JUlV 22‘ 1M3:' ' ^81 


Writing do-wn 


Go seek - a FABER book! 


Alan Bro wpjohn 

J^onScannell, Gregory 
JJJ uusoN and Laurence Smith 

Citcb the Light 

0 19276050 5 

Fuller. Barbara Giles 
and Adrun Rumble 


019276052 1 ^ u 

ol^ Universit y Press. £4.50 each. 

Hiese two trios of poets arrive in 
BUractive hardbacks offering a dif- 
ferent image from some recent vol- 
nines of “popular" poetT for children: 
relatively staid, but with good clear 
typography, space on the pages, and no 
jokey illustrations. It would be 
Spatant to say that they represent a 
Hiceessbl reaction against the 
(eodew^-to think that poet^ for 
chilten should be less subtle, less 
(edmlaliyskified, less varied in theme 
10(1 imaginative scope. Unfortunately 
this does not quite happen; and it is to 
behop^ ^at niture volumes will offer 
more consistency, more substance and 
more originality. 

QucA the Light takes its title from 
Unience Smith's opening poem, 
wbidi is fey and Georgian indeed tor 
the Gnt page of a new series: 

Do you cad it spring again - 

Whea QddcBs start to bite 

■d Uickurds find a sin^ng bough 

dd celandines catch light? 

fiiis ought to be within the experience 

af^ren, but expressed tliat way it is 

more in tune with childron’s 

experience of the dimmest old school 

umnlogies. The children of his 

''Blnnii^am", for example, ("No 

itresmt to dam / No daring hunt in a 


Smith’s bird poems and his 
extended, ambitious “Gift of the 
Magi'* will give them more to think and 
puzzle over; as will the work of 
Grego 7 Harrison. Harrison has a 
genuine talent for spotting the poetry 
m unlikely places: the sight of a squirrel 
up a telegraph pole, a parade of swans 
across a car park, a brush with a 
porcupine, the weird task of thawing a 
^'Frozen Hose": 
ihe plastic make 
Strains, retches, 

Regur^iates iu gelid meal. 

Tinkles out 

Its neat, glass qiinders. 

Nostalgic evocation is his strong point, 
in poems about trotting-horses circling 
a field, or the sand-hole forbidden to 
his grandfather (who is fascinated by 
the turkey-house instead), or 'Trams' : 
"... on the upper deck, / Shrunk in 
one water-cape / The two-humped 
shape / Of man and girl, / Who sway 
and cting/To a wet, slatted seat. " Ideas 
are sometimes slightly overplayed, but 
an engagingly sinister note in 
Harrison's imaginings give his poems 
the feel of something different and 
distinctive. 

This cannot be said of Adrian 
Rumble's poems in Upright Downfall, 
hard as they strive tor a novelty of 
subject-matter. Children themselves 
often write better than adults writing 
down to them, and would surely expect 
more thrills and fantasies from lunar 
travel than Rumble provides in 
"Burning Burning Moonward”: 

Oliding gNdlng moonward ' 
dancing through a void . 
turning to the music 
of star and asteroid. 

These poems suggest that interstellar 
space has not enraged the writer’s own 
imagination; and to have one's heart In 
the ri^t place (in his best pieces, “I 
Dreamed Earth Was Dying" and 
"Starburst") is no substitute. Barbara 
Giles specializes in mildly surrealist 


feeding on an innocuous tradition of 
light verse ("Now you have a papagouli 
y do be sure to treat it right"), or on 
Graham and Belloc (“Mrs uirris. Who 
Died of Being Clean’’.) 

As so often, the most experienced 
and talented poets in these books make 
the strong! impression, writing as 
well for cmldren as they do for adults. 
This is not to say that Vernon Scannell 
is on his best form in Catch the Light (a 


J ^'-n 




long and rather slacky written ballad, 
"Wee Duncan and Red John", uses im 
a disproportionate amount of space), 
but that ne writes nothing which lacks 
technical assurance, int^ligence and 
wit. "Dominoes" ia gently unnerving 
(“Old men in corners, / Caps, mufflers, 
passes of: mild; I CiicKing of otd 
bones"), and “Rhyme-Time , with its 
chimes and half-chimes will delight any 
reader who has begun to enjoy subtle 
sounds and verbal ingenuities. 

Roy Fuller, in artfully informal vein, 
dominates Upr^ht Downfall, whether | 
advising on ' How to Boil an Egg (and 
Eat it)” or recording his ambiguous 
relations with the cat Tompkins. He 
has the right touch for the bizarre 
matter of what is protruding through 






matter of what is protruding through I 
his sock: "Walking along, iMy ri^t I 
big-toe seemed wrong. / When I took 
off my shoe / 1 saw a head peeping 
through.” And his “Waiting for the 
Prince" is not only the best poem in 
either of these two books but shows 
Fuller at his most elegant and 
poignant: 

in an awful tness 

Slumbered the young Princess . . . 

Like a bag of bits of string her hair; 1 
Her toes not over clean, and bare. 

Her grandfather, passing by. 

Let out a pitying sigh; 

And put things in drawers and her to 

bed •• 

Because you never know (he said) 

Soon someone else who cares 
May catch her unawares. 




Drover’s Dog 

Sylvia WchhIs 

Koblail Wits an Old English Slieupdog, 
iune ntimlhs old, large and bouncy. - 
After iiclpiiig to drive liis master’s 
cattle from Somerset to Smillifield 
Market, lie w.is left to make his own 
adventunuis way Imnic. Drawings by 
(lavin liowo. £4.7f> 

In a Nutshell 

Susmi Price 

U you've silways liad magic powers it 
OHiies ns n dreadful slioek to find 
yourself vrithciiil Uiem, esperiafiy if 
you are only three htclios tali. Susan 
I'rice's first fantasy for younger 
children is illustrated by her sister, 
fifison Price. £4.95 


The Rainbow Trail 

Kathiecii GoiKling 
It's not everyone wlu> lias a 
goldmine at die bottom of the 
garden. But wlien Uz and L)an 
Arwei move with their father uito 
Uncle IJai’s coltagL* halfway up n 
mountain ki North Wales they find 
many tilings tliey hadn' t expected - 
including :i mysterious intruder. 
Commended by the Welsh Arts 
Council. £5.95 

Here Tomorrow, 
Gk>ne Today 

Tim Kennemorc 
TIte author of Wall ^ IVorrfs now 
reveals a for writing witty and 

satiric short stories, some set in 
the jiresent witli school 
backgrounds, otliers offering 
liilarimisly-ghastly glimpses of the 
near future. £550 

The Faber Book 
of Nursery Verse 
Edited by Barbara Imsori 

Ttie perfect hatlilnpe and bedtime 
book, now aviiiliiblc ns a Faber 
I’apci'b.u'k willi iiU its origuuil 
drawings by George Adamson. 
£-1.25 

ff 

fahrantifaber 


Characters From Collins 
^jgK^This Autumn 

The Lazy Beaver 


UMUUCU WUUU I lUIKUl IIUI II, IIIVB wuiu-utdT » ■ L . ' S.U*. --- Mr mnet 

il»i;thoy might even see romance in a met a when without a where ) with a but neither J” 

ipiiera jSSetion. In any case the line in daft tltiea (“Fewery, Mpstery, 

**« . 1 . n w rtnumlLllMX Thj« n>hl/>h hi nAMl lO HP fe-leBttlt 


registered. imagination here is a slim creature, alltpooften. 




registered. 


Rdocating Cinderella 



lllusttated story of how he learns to 
beilke everyone else In Beaver Bay. 

Aufluat; £2.95; 00-195049-5 


Ti A. Shippey 

Alah Dundee (Editor) 
f^dtrrila: h Folklore Casebook 
^rland Publishing $35. 

. h the Grimms' version of the Cinder- 
^ itory the gre^y stepdaughters 


■Miiy me neeay siepaaugmeis 

w their stepfafoer tor clothes and 
i^li: ^ut >>^enpultel herself asks 
^ for. the Mg that brushes her 
f^r'i hatj so she can plant It on her 
- VMlip^sjirave , water it with tears , and 
'^Uili.tiieiMrd that sits on it comes to 
9!Mt aU her desires. WH&t can this twi^ 
.{Mt)?.The whole'stbry, says Aarlaiiq. 
^^er in one'Of the eighteen. eteajra 
,A)lMctod here, concerns the Soul's 
for its Image, and the hazel twig 
h the.TTee of '-Ufe. knodcing with 


P^tual reroinider. oh human self- 
^wfottion. Not-at dl, declares; Ben 
2^nsteloi a Freudian (syebiatrtet. 
^ bases his the'dry on observing his ' 
’^sdsall daughter: the haxlel twig that 
BfOWs tq q free Is-a dear 'e^ of penis 
uid the whole tde is . about 
riiiQ^. libido" evolving into "full 
VannaHtv" , ' • - 


convenient. -TTie • division into 
stepmother/godmother looks Hhe a 
pswhological contrivance too; as do 
the scenes with the glass slipper, the 
prince fitting it on, the rivals, be^ 
mutilated and left bleeding aS they try 

to meet the suitor’s, ejernands; 

There are, as this collection is out to 
show, dreadful problems In the way of 
the fatally attractive exercise of 
interpreting fairy tales. No ope cm be 
sure what a fairy tale Is. Is it one 
version, a dutch of related versions, 
the whole enormous corpus assembled 
by folklorists? If no detail , can be 
conddered so vital that it raiwot 


scholars tend to think the tales are 
about development probleins in 
anderella’s case, sibling rivalry - but 
that may be because they. have, been 


Paddingtori's Storybook 

Michst.el Bond, Rlustrated by Peggy 'Portiyu 
To celebrate Pd ddlngton> 25th Anniveraanj, a 


handed in hts allocation of space to 
structuralists, Jiingians, anthtoM- 
sophists et al, is nevertheless cle^n his 
disapprobation of "armchair 
who’^ save no awareness of the variation 
-problem at all. However his p^e for 

toe liidefcillgablefolkforists, who. have 


s-WTs. It- a !foiar mythi . in which 
y^rella Is the dawni She alternates 
i‘'-^veeb .\ brilliance "'.and edipse, . 

: SWrirea cm euay, the first', kiio^; 

• !|**on^..(Chineaey century) 

:)0,toother,,Wheii] itcomestoyenions, 

.; 2? Worij;..:.lhM :.hundred: .now . 
.^iS*9?(ete4'iU(fW vfrtualiy free blay. to • 
■ :^.-A^d<be-' '."Bequfiful. 

• ^WllsM’^,' to -a. Rdss^^ ^variant, ‘Is. 

cannibal tri.tch -Baba 
.( itii'.a 

*■ ' V ^*4^: • pratle: ■ : ’ sf wfiying' 

r. J'CO&tntlnn T miArt 


UiQ wtw- a 

flatteningrdsuraes. 

The conviction 
fact, is that not much “u 

how fairy tales work, becaqse 

11 1983; of Children's 

iMeraturei Vne annual of toe Modem 


which it is tnc way.muiiiw, 

and.statais aU bcfray butfb^^each . 

other that turns out m the end to be 
critical. 

However the main message of tois 
collection is “armchair cntlcS should at 
least review the literature": and every 
facility is offered for that Inftiturt, wi h 

.long bibliographies and marteriy 

ililroductions by Dundes to crab of the 
essays selralw. It’s true, .too, 
critics can learn tortething, from 
folklore method. Hot many, wU! be 
convinced by Dundes’s ?wn es»y . 
arguing that Xfiig Lear, view**®* J 

Se"lOTf^sr moriffaSd the "Tbqu 



Thfe welcome return of these four delightful stones 
• TB about a shoerhaker mouse are now re-lssued in 

i V XA their original format in a charming slipcase. 

\> Augusttk5.o6tOO-I8S98G-l 



Joint winner of the 1982 
Kate Gveenavu^V Meded 


. .- .i-.--- . '.were > munk .up JBUMjv , 

rlv'i ilSW nvgls ‘to Jbeat, j8-i just ' tbo; 

ii'f' V V. •' , 7 


SUih 




rooted m ail me 

except perhaps Walt Disney ?. 

articles on finfinri^ean * BrunhofFs 
AdWee to Youth: The ffufiar Books as 
Books of . Courtew’’, Jiy^Ann M. 
Hlldebrend and “The Relghot. King 
: Babar" by Harry C. Payne. Then? are., 
Hsayson um House on the Prairie, 

■ Piqdcdifo. Old Posstim\ Book of 
■■ f^lctd Cats, “Aspects of Pastoral : 
in the Green Knowe Series”^ and' 
‘The: Fresh* Air Kids, : or Somei - 
CohtdmporaTy Vetsions- of PwWnLjV 
Aroodgwe-booksi^^edw .; 

to \msM. Blake's tun by: Haney , 
Willard :8hd;b,obkB pn,the, wpto of 
^w^Ardlz»noandE.H*ShepaM»; ., 

The bWfc Conchi4« ®h.aTtJc» By ; ’ 

.Naoml Lewis on ‘ThA: R^d. tO 
•Fantasy". •’ 


XoitoNedfi 
oiidTh 1^004 

HeJenPiera ■ 

. DlustiatetJ by 

. ‘Humorous text and , 
\ huge, giloiious pictures' 

HdlheMoss- 


Kestrel Books. 
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The lessons of life : school stories 


Sarah Hayes 

A bookseller recentjy attributed the 
waning appeal of chililreirs books to 
the “patronizing series of flaccid novels 
with fifties jackets and not a punk or 
ra<ra skin in sight". She mi^t have 
mentioned leg-warmers, too, which Jan 
Mark lovingly documents in this 
unsettling colleclion of short stories 
about and for teenagers. The four best 
stories are reprinted from antholomes, 
and it is a pleasure to have mem 
gathered togetherwith four new stories 
in one elegant volume decorated by 
Bert Kitchen’s stunning precision 
drawings. "Wrinkly legwarmers that 
(ook liK lagging on old wafer-pipes" 
are reproduced in tangible disarrny, 
making the fingers itch to pull them up. 

Jiin Mark's everyday settings are 
loosely connected with institutions - n 
tennis tournament, n school stage, a 
train, a studio, a chapel. And in the 
best tradition of short stories, what 
happens in them is a change- in 
emphasis; a shift In viewpoint rather 
than any majorevent. A boy overhears 
a stranger on a train describe his 
inoilicras a nagging bitch: she is, and 
he knows it , hut now he can accept it . A 

S -lighting freak who thinks 
espeure is "an effete twit" 
changes his mind when the isolated 
world of his lighting cradle is invaded 
by a real person. A girl uses an 
answering machine to revenge herself 
on parents making a mess of their 
marriage. 

Occasionally the adolescent has a 


glimpse of adult vulnerability, which 
gives him the upper hand. He can be 
^mpallietic, or hostile as in "Still Life: 
Remote Control", on excruciating 
contest between the insufferable 
certainty of the art student, with youth 
and talent, and the tired experimental- 
ism of his middle-aged teacner. As well 
os seeing into their 
minds. Jan Mark has listened to 
teenagers talking. What she has heard 
and reproduced is the jokey nature of 
adolescent communication; unless 
talking about the opposite sex, most 
Hrliculato teenagers seem to 
communicate by way of silly voices, bad 
(if agreeablej puns, and a sort of 
standard jokespeak derived from the 
Ooons by wny of Monty Python and 
followers. 

There is no patronizing in Feet and, 
more surprisingly, no attempt at 


empathy. This is how you nre, says Jan of children 
Mark, and f rather like it, but it's not aimed at oli 
me. Sl/S falls into the empathy trap. It young adults 
attempts to get inside its teenagers, its flawed piece 
policemen, its blacks, its middle-class, nicely concei 
Its working class, its rebels, and its do- place durini 

t coders. And it's bound to fail . Fay Thames whe 
ampson argues (probubly rightly) that drowned. Th 
chlloren In urban nreascan, through no of people am 
fault of their own, - become rather in the 
undesirables in the eyes of the law. The from Alice't 
friendly bobby who gave you road rescuing floo 
safely lectures last year becomes the se^hing the 
fascist pig who puts the boot in your Alice herself 
head. reason? You are sixteen and book as well 
dressed like other sbrieen-year-olds mi^t tie up 
and you go about in groups. Fay but she rem 
Sampson has tried terribly bard to be very sympatt 
fair on the police who are seen to run flood, thoi 
gym classes for young people, organize thoroughly s 


discos, play flutes (well, a flute), and 
to be sensible and caring when not 
provoked; and she has made great 
efforts to be critical of naive 
dogooders. But there is no mistaking 
the author's certainty that innocent 
young people are manoeuvred into 
I violenceby wearsome andIbrutaLsystem 
I of law enforcement. Message apart, 
SOS paints a colourful picture of a 
group of sixth-formers running an 
amateur rock group - a real-life study 
to judge from the dedicalion: "To the 
Amazing Rubber Band and friends 
without whose help I could have saved 
myself a lot of trouble". 

The token girl in SOS is an unlikely 
dreamy creature who gets away with 
murder- most real girls would find her 
abitofatwit. The eponymous heroine 
of A//ce's Part is one of those 
introspective sombre girls so beloved 
of children's authors. This novel, 
aimed at older children rather than 
young adults, is another interesting but 
flawed piece. The action, which is 
nicely conceived and executed, lakes 
place during the flooding of the 
Thames when Alice’s grandmother is 
drowned. The plot jumps from one set 
ofpeople and circumstances to another 
rather in the manner of Ed McBain: 
from Alice's friend's burglar father 
rescuing flood victims, to Alice’s father 
searching the hospitals for his mother. If 
Alice herself played her part in the 
book as well as in the school play, she 
mi^t tie up the disparate elements, 
but she remains a snadowy and not 
very sympathetic figure. The uthering 
flood, though, IS splendid and 
thoroughly sinister. 
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A prize-winning entry in a cotripeiitionfor an architect-desigtied doll's house. 

eon show at Sotheby’.s St George Street Gallery from Augm 
8 to September 6. 


r»/7JTTO?/?fiTgT/f< 


Alice's headmistress is last seen 
showing her human face, vowing to 
worry (ess about standards and more 
about togetherness. Teachers are 
human, beings-, though parents and 
pupils alike have difficulty in 
recognizing this. One of the good 
things about the Gratae Hill 
comprehensive school television series 
is that it presents a staff composed of 
nice ana nasty ordlnaiy people. 
Readers of the Gratae Hill books 


Margaret Joy: Tales fnm Allotment Lane School 782 

Nikos Kazantzakis: Alexander the Great 780 
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squabbles of the staffroom and the 
irreverent attitude of pupils and staff 
olike to the frosty headmistress who 
turns out a good sport In the end. 
Grange Hill Home and Ah’^v Is the 
mixture as before: snappy dialogue: a 
few good jokes; pseudo-epic narrative 
intenudes;andthepleasinghumiliation 
of the currentbtiUy ’^Gripper" Stebsqn. 

Robert Leeson leaves Grange Hill to 
take one of its pupils, Superstar Tucker 
Jenkins, into tne real world of the Job 
Centre (Forty Days of Tucker J . , is 
aimed at teenagers). Six weeks of 
idling, drinking, muckshovelUng, 
being taken for a ride, and motorbike 
repairing find Tucker J. marginally 
sadder and wiser, and no further on. 
The unemployed school-leaver is 
perhaps too depressing a subject to 
make good rending (though the 
television series, has been popular); 
certainly Grange Hill out of school 
seems to have lost its zest. . 

. Back in the. classroom, tough. Miss 
Pritchard of the Siege of Cobb Street 
School Is a fine example of the old- 
style teacher - a Isrge autocratic lady 
who is a dab hand at bullies and thus 
entirely competent to deal with the two 
baddies who hold her class hostiige. A 
pool.bf codGseated,. plastic blooq and 
the . descent of !the . pirizevrinping 
Observer, class collage provide a 
trliiniiphant . . finish to . a cheerful 
adventure for seven to ten-year olds. 
There are no pretensions to realism 
Keru, although the, children - all talk 
. and conjuring, tricks -~will.be familiar 
,to.'many.' ■■ 
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is much more adventurous. "Sony 
pancake”, “bootface". "spaglieW 
[egs'', “copper-bottomed fbur-iluwu 
demon’*, "monster”, “beast" “fiead'^ 
and "freak” are ajgilieil 
variously in 77ie Mintygh Kid. 
Dreadful Dehzil is an eight-yeBr-oU 
fiend/freak/monster who autographs 
his crimes with the words “Batman''ia 
M'ntyglo toothpaste^ Tlie stoiy Hum 
on a vital cricket match which lev^ . 
the dreadfel Denzil to be a brilliant 
batman in more than just toothpaste. 
'Too much shouting, barking, spiaitui 
and kerpowing mars an olhe^ 
enjoyable and undemanding read f«' 
the nine to eleven age range, notabh 
also for its bossy black heroine I 
usefully disposes of a ran^ of | 
prejudices. ; 

TliechUdreninMissMee’srecc^ ' 
class in Tales from Alioliuenl i® 
School are caronilly multi-ethnic; Tw I 
documentation of firtt-school We a. 
carehiUy done: the variety of ^ 
brought to school, fear of the oKW 
classes, escaped caterpillars, iwl»: ; 

tions .of home life - all will stiite 
chords with adults. But do venf 
children want to be told it 
Tliese arc not so ihuch swn« J“ . , 
viuettes of school life. Only. 
useful colleclion” stands as a ^ 
read-aloud story. And it has to teaw 
that the shade of Joyce 
over (he (ale of (he muddfed-upej^j 

and MissMee’s Immortal woitftjWW 

a shame we have some sillies Who Mve 
no names inside their woollies, 
Education does have its .. 

moments; In fact It’s no* 
serious n business aS teachers t^ W- 
make out. So the question 
why are the only successful, . 

stories boarding school romances w . 
television spin-offs? ^ - 

Jan Mark: F££r uud ^ 

Kestrel, £ 4 . 95.0 7226' 5839 7. , ■ 

Fay Sampson; SOS. Dennis; 

£5.95.0 234 722991. 

Vbra BoVu: A/fee's Fflr^.Maon^ 
£5:9^ 0 333 3427 0 4. ' : ; .’j . 

’ RoBper Leeson: 

Away. BBC.' p.9S. 0 563 20130-4,, . . _ 




hbetio, i^peciBlly .< ' when, the . class 
decide to do.a BreaimbiiseDroiect an'd 


RoBBkrLBggow Fortyff^s^^ . 

L ,0563 2018? 9. v;v ; 

Ha2:bl ToWnson: 

. 5/reerScfido/, Anderson. £Z.»v 

:-0._862^-p4l.3, 
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The Virtues of 
Cyril Connolly 

Sir -Everything that Julian Symons 
savsabout C^ril Connolly is true (in his 
notice of David Pryce-Jones’s book. 
July 8) - the sloth, the sloth-as-an- 
exmse (he snobbery, the dilettantism 
gitallwell attested. Yet I wonder If he 
does justice to the work. 

First, Connolly could be considered 
a comic genius on the evidence of the 
bestof his short pieces. Unless there is 
to beno literary posterity, and the 
Boob "does for us' , surely the parody 
ol Huxley ('Told in Gath' ), “Felicity’’ 
(ieoale nrst novels) and “Where En- 
lels Pears To Tread’’ deserve a place in 
some Imaginary pantheon devoted to 
(heal Humour? Even though genera- 
lioDS 0OW up that have never heard of 
BrianHoward (and perhaps not missed 
Buich) this last little fantasy d clef 
sh^ be valuable; it exactly comple- 
oMatsAflthonyBlunt'sstatement that 
ill the University intellectuals in the 
1930s were Communists - or thought 
ihmKlm to be. It is, in fact, a small 
l^orical document. Parodies, top, do 
occaskoally outlive their orijrinals 
("You are old. Father William*’ and 
"TIs the voice of the Lobster”). 

Second, it is at least arguable that 
Ilff Unquiet Grave, written in 1^2- 
43, b the great lost war poem of the 
Smnd world War - written by a 
avlllan, and dvilians suffered as much 
or more than the soldiers in that war, 
aith the various massacres, the con- 
centration camps, the starvation and 

S bcement. Connolly, of course, 
’(suffer these; he missed the sodal 
Sk and the travel in France. He was, 
however, effectively in exile, cut off 
hom the dvilization he admired. To 
lUi is added “lost love and lost youth", 
I nosulgia where the elegiac tone is 
tnuiiK and heartfelt. 

; 11^, there are very good bits In this 
JouiDil, well up to the standard of The 
Umpkt Grave, 

^.greathonour should be done td 
* 1 ^ who could describe his native 
5“ 'p its post-1945 manifestation as 
overcrowded, bureaucratic 
“gytf. land of cut films, banned 
and little dass-consdous mous-. 
tkhei''. , 

GAVIN EWART. 

,5 Kenilworth Court, Lower 
«omond Road, London SW15. . 


Language 

Acquisition 

^.-“Modelllhg the theory [of how 
learn languages] . . . remains 
lest OT (tg ifgour, conslst- 
completeness’’ claims P. N. 

I ytaton-Uiitf (Letters,. June 24). 
mjiAi ®$hlplele" theory would have to 
J^the uses made of language for 
: other than tronsmttting and 

1 information' - jokes, puns, 

■ ri^®W''9®ntatory, ^ress- 
*qd hatr^ when It would not 

i to.do.io “in olear’"ahd 

; many other such uses. It: is 

» to see how these could be 
i,»Jcd’’ in cbmputer terms. 

jtroblem the. theory might be 
1 J55^* ^*bdle, but not the'eomputer 
I' ffiul **i ‘'correctness” & iii^ 

■ wnflff who ate rising (n the 

i rMHlnotloTefci-wtheff napkihi 

^ they are; goiilg 
f hot to refer to the 

L and forks aS “the silver” at their 

Oiildifehthem^ 
t SSis^^® what ^uhte as “eptre?!" 
to ejrternal criteria* How 
model asses$:’such criteria? - 


Ernest Newman 
and Wagner 

Sir, - 1 must thank Mr Nicholson for 
correcting me about Ernest Newman's 


luamt '**i Y '^iin 17 t?ll it's tU ; ' : u wzpw uha J: , s .: \ I real 

;cl>mpfexUle8af,KTat^^^^^ i-l' ; • - - . 

0 24M0883 7. 












; off CfialisFive’s coilage;Th6iie.tilng ih a 
•bonuslnaUyelysttjt^^^ 

• 'f.'. .Jan' .h^arlt’s '-jfc^a^'r^ . ajhiiK' ^each- - 


•J'..- 


GILLIAN Cross: The :-■! 

M5thMti;:£?;95.Q4l6W^ 

^rgaret Joy; tales 
^0-:57i; U992 'L 


.h®l® yJ?hguage- acquisition , Is 
game, plajS? sbmprimes 
BthSzL for funv that you 

SSSSssass: 

:;Si:S4SSSfS5 

. W so, '!t ;wm b4 

■'(tlS!®?’ that thebrograiri 
no o««.^ay,.i :y 


says that he gives them in the second 
half of Chapter 26, whereas in fact he 
gives them on the second page of that 
chapter. That doesn't, of course, do 
anything to excuse my carelessness. 

However, it is notable that Newman 
provides the dates in the context 
of dismantling Elisabeth Fbrster- 
Nietzsche's account of why her brother 
left Bayreuth when he did, and tte 
dates are provided in the chapter 
entitled “Elisabeth’s False Witness”, 
and not in the chapter “The Festival 
and After", where one might expect 
them. The fact that the latter chapter is 
fourteen pages long - not a great deal 
of space to devote to (he crowniiu 
achievement of Richard W^er's life 
- whereas sorting out the time of and 
reasons for Nietzsche’s departure 
occupies forty-nine pages, seems to me 
to substanbate as conclusively as 
possible my claim that Newman’s sense 
of proportion had deserted him. He 
tells us in the foreword to Volume Four 
that he had intended to write a book on 
Nietzsche, but finally decided to 
incorporate the material in the Wagner 
biography; the result is a disastrous 
imbalance. And the same is true of 
much of the last volume, which has 
much more the aspect of a series of 
scholarly ess^ on aspects of the 
chronology or Wagner's life than a 
majestic oiography, such as the first 
fiiree volumes present us with. The fact 
that Newman chose to conclude the 
whole vast undertaking with a savage 
attack on one paragrapn of a review of 
Volume Three reinforces the point. 

MICHAEL TANNER. 

Corpus Christl (!foilege, Cambridge. 


English Literary 
Manuscripts 

Sir, - On June 30, 1978 you kindly 
published an appeal on my behalf for 
information as.to t|ie whereabouts of 
various “Ios(” manuscripts to be 
recorded in Volume 1. (1450“1625) 
of the Index of English Literary 
Manuscripts. As a result of respor^ 
from your readers this appeal led to the 
f^iscorery of several relevftiit'itenis. 

May I now make a similar apmal 
in connection with my toithroinmg 
Volume 2, covering the period 1625- 
1700 (and including a supplement to 
Volume 1)7 I list below some of iM 
more notable “lost” items to be 
recorded. Any information as to the 
present or recent whereabouts of any 
of these items will be very greatly 
appreciated. 

I may add that the authors to be 
included in Part 1 of Volume 2 are: 
Aphra Behn,.Sir T. Browne, Bunyan,. 
S. 'Butler. Carew, Clarendon, Coor 

g eve, eforbett,. Cowley,. O^sshaw, 
avenant, Denhim,.Do;setj.D.ry*ni 
J. Earle, EtHerege, Evelyn, Farauhar, 

.FuUer, W. H 

Harrington, Herrick, Hobbes, h. 

King 1 ' 

Aphra BBHNi letter to -,J. Toiiwn 
(Sotheby's, March 17^ 1930, lot 183i 

A wpA wf^owLEV. letters, notably to. 
CrAsha'V, Steps to the 

petitions andiresentaupn cpP>^ 9 

• ' 1704) •Aichoe'aoon'of.Bxeter;®' 
‘ciisAfl ' T847). 'lanfl .IJohit : 

. ■• i^l 584 \ ■ fecum^ Sahtoil 


Downham,Sufrolk(Daw&onTurner, 

1856). 

John Dryden, any printed or MS 
books owned or annotated by him. 
notably presentation copies of 
^Nes (1700), besides Trinity 
College Spenser and Yale Juvenal. 

Henry king, letters, especially John 
Hannah collection, including letters 
by King (to Richard Powell, 1639) 
and by Izaak Walton (1612) 
(Sotheby's, December 9, 1929, lot 
152, to Dobell; the catalogue giving 
no indication of the importance oT 
this collection), and a series to 
Mr More of Morehouse, Sussex 
(W. R. W. Stephens, 1881). 

Richard Lovelace, inscription 
“Ridiard Lovelace, 1630, March 5" 
in copy of Nicolas Cleynaerts, Ins- 
titutiones Graerae Linguae (1628). 

Andrew Marvell, MS of Restoration 


mushroom dust. They would also h,ivc 
been delighted with the tricksy word 
invented by young Launcclot Gobbo to 
“defy the matter” - and his father. 

CHARLOTTE F. OTTEN. 

Department of English, Calvin 
^11^, Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Formalism and 
Marxism 


(W. R. W. Stephens, 1881). 

ICHARD UVELACE, inscription S^slfton s Literary Theory (June Itf) 
“Richard Lovelace. 1630, Mar?h 5" Of tiers, July 

in copy of Nicolas Cleynaerts, frif- 

Graerae Linguae (1628). Jjost'hty occumd belwMn the 
NDREW Marvell. MS 5 Restoration docinnesoflheFormalistsandihi^of 
verse owned in 1930s by Marvell's 

editor H. M. MargoUouth. and long admired Professor Welleks exact 
letters besides thosi printed by 

Marsoliouth. pecially in the field of comparative 

iHN Milton, books purporting to be J* 

ownedbyMUton (besides Hazard). ^hat I was irying to 

ISCELLANIES AND COMMONPLACE n»m Jk * tha^lS enrS 

Books of* Marv Browns dto S6 ffttnCr dilfcrciitf nHUlclys tnftt all SUCn 

E™’ with Sem° £?’ Donne techniques this 

Corbett Wotton etaltvl Dobell' ^^otury have a good deal in common, 

Lfterafttre o/f/ie ffestoroiioH, I9is! Marx^anomlLh" 
item 1240); Valentine Cabeck of 
Pembroke College, Cambridge, 

RiffliSiMi Of .h»;y o“ 

(A de Csstro Gliibb liskeard COnUHOn rG8Q6T SnQ.cntic h&V0 

Muiis). ■ ' ’ .j' ur”"“ 

ATHERTNE PHILIPS, (i) letter to ^ ijlivi »A VI cv 

nnmthu T-mnlft InmiiiTV 77 JOHN BAYLEY. 


editor H. M. MargoUouth, and 
letters besides those printed by ^ 
Marsoliouth. Pr 

John Milton, books purporting to be 
ownedby Milton (besides Harvard). 
Miscellanies and Commonplace 


Cornwall. 1918). s„ tN ic lUf 

Katherine Philips, (i) letter to ^ iSlLi »a vi cv 

Dorothy Temple, JanuBry 22, JOHN BAYLEY. 

“1664” (Maggs, cat. 646, 1937, Item St Catherine's College, Oxford. 

525); nj) any other original letters; 

(iii) MS poems, folio, 2S9 pages, 

NoSer^i. John Payne Collier ■ 

Tho^^ Randolph, MS play 7?ie Sir, --Whatever may Iwjhe 
University Pedlar (Richard West iii about the forgenes with which John 

18th century, afterwards the Revd w 

MrColUnsofKnaresborough.West Indication of his attitude towards 
Yorkshire) source material is provided by the 

Sir John Vanbrugh, letters and bbtorical introducUon and text foat he 
documents In private ownership. , J® .„accompany Ckorge 

Edmund Waller. Poems (1664) 'with Crmk8hank;s tor 

MS copies of poems by Waller at m,.l828. This is one of 

back {F. Cunningham, Notes & Cojliefs earliest works and It is. 
nupries March 10^1^) indeed, a remarkable piece of 

IZAAid Walton, books owned, ?'®V*’'®?**”7'!5h'gariQn 
inscribed br annotated by him. > fo*" 

William Wycherley, presentation : Oen^j devotes 

, KiliJSKJjtAt-. ' what can only cHaritabJy be; 

j.8 Priory Tefrace, London NW6. described as a caYaUer treatment of his 

sources and may, more sharply, - be 
nisi- Ji^ J u.. condemn^, as gross falsification. The 

151111060 Oy ^ .. details of there were given. iit'a Note!! 


John Payne Collier ■ “h.otwI'S 

precate/dei 

Sir, - Whatever he the truth which its 
about the forgeries with which John against. I 
Payne Oallier has been cliarged, some associates 
Indication of his attitude towards usually is, 
source material is provided by the dmifer wii 
historical introduction and text that he OED, the 
provided to accompany George ficationri 
Cruikshank's illustrations for Punch hopefully 
and Judy in 1828. This is one of wnre of" 
Collier's earliest works and it is, Q.Mffen 
indeed, a remarkable piece of U.S. (A\ 
historical {nvestigation for its time and like' (p fh 
for such a ' young, man. ;Strnngely, March 33 


Johnson’s 

Dictionary 

Sir, - I am grateful to Robert 
DeMaria, Jr (Letters, June 24) for his 
comments on my letter of May 27 
concerning Johnson’s Dictionary. He 
dves a very useful sampling of places 
in (he work where Johnson, while 
feilhfolly recording their occurrence, 
nevertheless obiecis (often with just- 
ice) to what he thinks to be illogical or 
sloppy coinages or perversions of the 
English language. 

But is this evidence of Johnson's 
desire for jrah/fizmio/i of the language? 
When, as DeMaria points out.^e 
accuses Hooker, Bacon, Sandys and 
Herbert of “ignoranily” perpetrating 
the double nejiative “aisannul”, is he 
trying to “stabilize" or “fix” the lan- 
guage by noting this usage? Does he 
want people to go on using it? Surely 
not. He is conscientiously carrying out 
what he conceives to be liis duly of 
calling attention to usages that ore best 
avoided if the lanauBgie is to com- 
municate clearly and unambi(|uously - 
let us call it c/nri/icatio/i or rectification . 

Many later respected lexicognipliers 
have also felt this to be their duty. The 
Fowler brothers, who compileo Mod- 
em English Usage as well as the Con- 
cise Oxford English Dictionary, cer- 
tainly did. In a celebrated critique of 
Webster's Third New Iniernational Die- 
tioiuiry (‘‘The String Untuned", Mew 
Yorker, March 10, 1962; reprinted in 
ills AgniMsr the American Crain) 
Dwiglit Macdonald fulminated against 
(hat work's coiiiributtng to the debase- 
ment of accurate communication by 
condoning the synonymous use of inip- 
iyllnfer, alsinteresuafiinhuerested, de- 
precate/depredate and so on, practices 
which its predecessor had warned 
against. R. W. Burchfield and hii 
associates are politer than Johnson 
, usually is, but their motive Is surely 
I slcnilar when, in Supplement II to the 
! OED, they remark of the new slgni- 
t fication ^ven in the 1960s and L97(S to 
I hopefully (conflicting with its normal 
f sense of^ln a hopeful manner”), “(Cf. 


sense of “in a hopeful manner”), “(U. 
G. hoffentiicJi it is to be hoped.) Orig. 
U.S. (Avoided by many writers.)” 1 
l/ke' to fhinic' that my letter to you of 
March 31, ‘ 1972,.conimentiim on the 
Rfst fand list?) aDDearanceonhis coh- 


for sudi a' young, man. ;8trnngeiy, March 31, ‘ '1972,.conimentiim on the 
Dewey Oanzel devoles only a passing nist(and last?)appcarBnceonhiscon- 
referencetoitin his^rHir/iea/iJAfe/t^ ftisingneolosfetn in your usumly chaste 
Eyes.' But.' a critical oxamfriatjon . cdlurnns,. helped to ipspire (bis entry. 


Blinded by. 
Moshrooms 

. Sit,~Theed\tDTSoiTheMerchani6f 
Venice continue to regard “sand-blind ' 
(n. 2 . 71 ) as a vulgar term for 


contributed to Notes A Queries (I,-l, 
1954) and in A HIston of the English 
Puppet Theobv (195». so they were 
available to Dewey Oanzel if he had 


wished to take account of them. 

. The fact that the yqung Payne Col- 


blind” than meets the eye. i 
Sh^espeare's day ‘‘sand-bllhrf' was 
term with a socio-medical history and 


first (and lest?) appearance ofihis con- 
fosing neologism in your usually chaste 
. cblurmis.'herpedfo inspire (bis entry, 

. Nor die what; might -bo -called 
“sociari conrideratlons of usage even 
yet thought irrdevBnt.iThc Fo.wlersBre 
harsh on the jargon (Johnson's Veahi”) 
of advertising and cheap journalism. 
Macdonald uves an example of what 
the Iptssez Jaire of Webster's Third 
inight lead to - “Johnson . admired 
GmdsinJth’s literary talent, although 
he considered him a Jerk." 1 won’t 
cohuneiit on the OED Supplemet^s 
"Grig. U.S. (Avoided py many 
writers.)" 

May I take this oppoilunity to cor- 


ay 6} ol 
Hawki 


Gerard’s /wrbfftf (1633) has a detai l 
discussion of fWwur q^/cidaw. w^ 

was known popularly .rs “fuue mUs , 
“Pucke Riid, "Bulfists" 'fpp 

1582^): According to Gerard, I had 
multiple use?: in beekeeping, “to kill or 
smolder Bees” ; in inediclne to al eviate < 
' the pain of sor« and kibed heels; and; 
for rural dwellers an inexpensive 
method of preserving fire and 
providing illumination . carry and 
reserve -prc fibm- -place tq plare . 
Gerard urged caution in using th^ 


speanan annotations, uut u is a 
consideration .that shqiild,' I suggest, 
have be'en alluded to. ' 

; GEORGE SPEAIGHT. 

6 Maze Road, Kew Gardens, Rich- 
mond, Survey. • 


Funting 


Sir. - With perhaps 
Dur reviewer or Puntir 


the restraint 
• (July 15) so 


actual text he refers, ninety-nine times 
but of a hundred, to “Joiinsoa'' taut 
court. Both Hawkins and Boswell re- 
cord Johnson's intense dislike of the 
epithet: it was only after Johnson's 
death that Boswell, mim whatever mo- 
tive, changed the “Mr Johnsons” of his 
ihanuKript Hebrides journal to “Or 
Johnsons^ in the printed version. No 
editions of Johnson's Livest^the Poets 
appeared in hid lifotime with “LL.D." 
on the title-page.-' Johnson’s deathbed 


liac 'UMwUWgi. , 

noisome and hbrtfiill unto the eyes, 
causing a kind of blindness: which is 
. called Tbor-blidd,-!pr Sand-blind.. 


describe punting as 
sport for grown-u^'' 


Ihf only wntnr Many Of JolinsOn’s contemporaries 
the only water ^^ho held DDs, MDs and LLDs were 

' _ . . also often referred to in thelt time as 


Tliebriglni **; other 'schools to which it 'set ian 

fuUglnpiiay;,^aaj- 9J' "9* example) may Iwye dihiiqislied 

Shwtespeaies' old Gobbo • ® , becauseofthe ban. Eton bbj« consider 

• rpushroont-galherer (hc was surety a the best of watermen, biit 

• w6d-gath^r!), 'he regarood never ' afterwards ieafnt its 


Alas, watermanship at Eton (and in' “Doctor"^ Must we therefore go on 
her schools to which it set ian writing "Doctor Swift!’, ‘'DoctorGold- 
amplc) may toye . dihiiqlshcd ^nillh”, “Doctor Siriollctt", "Doctor 


Benjariiiin Franklin” and so on? 

DONALD OREEISTE; 


.jT/. incy never anerwaras learni its w' l-,, : 

ftsi'sind-bllndV^^ sUMdorsMIls by (rertting. ip a rebenf 

ln“suchbranihfesofleam^^^^^ Bgc "Nallon^df’ broac|ci3t, Penny . Ange.les, 

enable hlih (o transcend plain terms,,. - mninr .rhwine -. nruieh frtr Callfoniia 90007. 


Britain j sold the bcstiage-lo be^n fo- - • .•• • ;• - - 


appeaire .lhb: Week pit page.79 
"Aulhdf , Auihoir^ mi page 774. 
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Working out our purpose 


J. N. Gray 


Denys Tuaner 
M arxism nntf ChriMlanlly 
256pp. Oxford: Blackwell. £17.50. 


Q63t 13116 3 


No one these days can seriously 
quesfton (he character of Marxism as a 
Qiristian heresy. The imprint of 
Christian commitments is evident in 
Marxian though! from the start, in 
Marx's conception of history as a 
universal moral drama and in the 
unflagging moral optimism which 
always sustained his belief in the 
incvitabtlity of communism. For 
Marx's followers, as for Christians, 
human history cannot be merely a 
repetition of cycles of growth, maturity 
and decay in civilizations, as perhaps it 
was for the Greeks and for Machiaveili 
and the historians of the Italian 
Renaissance, for in that conception 
there is eniirdy Jacking the nation of a 
iwneficcnl historical providence. As 
Man found it understood by Hej^l, 
human history was the progressive 
and rational development of the 
possibilities of Spirit in a process that 
was subject to accident but in which 


bruteconfiiigency could never be in the 
end triumphant. Hegel and Marx held 


in common an assumption each of 
(hem took for granted, that the 
intelligibility of human history is ^ven 
by its end-state or rWos, in terms of 
wnieh historical changes are them- 
selves rationally reconstruciible. 

They were indebted for this 
assumption to the eschatological ' abisurd conclusions. Turner*s central 
traditions of Christianity and to the claim is what he calls the “identity 
legacy of Greek rationalism as this had thesis", which asserts that Marxist 
been, transformed and passed on to practice is the only form in which moral 
(hem by writers of (he French life can exist In the modern world, but 
Enlightenment. In Marx, to be sure, this thesis is seen to depend on his 


expressing a dialectical contradiction 
in his system rather than as a vulgar 
empiricist inconsistency. In any event 
it is as clearly true of Marx as it was of 
Hegel that his conception of history .is 
indefensible, and for that matter barely 
intelligible, once it is severed from 
its historic context of Christian 
theological doctrine and eschatological 
hope. It is in Marx's attempt to 
amputate its religious foundations, 
whiie yet preserving (he moral hopes 
that Cnristianity haa nurtured, that the 
heretical character of his system is most 
readily apparent, since the pursuit of 
this object led him to reproduce (in a 
vulgar and desolate form) the moral 
content of the Christian faith in a 
political religion which represented 
Itself as a science of history. 

Though the general relations of 
Christianity with Marxism are clear 
and intimate, con troversy breaks out at 
every point of detail in any account of 
their mutual dependency. It ts this 
sheer intellectual difficulty, apart from 
the obvious political pressure they feel 
to adapt (heir faith to (he spirit of (he 
age, wnich has led many Christians to 
seek dialogue with Marxists. The 
eminently paradoxical aspect of this 
engagement is not lost on Denys 
Ttirncr, who recognizes throughout 
Marxism and Oirislfanit^ that Marxists 
ore bound to treat as ideol^ical all 
contemporary defence of Oiristian 
belief. Recognition of the Intensely 
problematic aspects of the relations of 
Marxism with Christianity ia, in fact, 
the most redeeming feature of Turner's 
book, which' otherwise amounts to a 
forced and unpersuasive argument in 
support of impWsible and sometimes 



the dependency of this view of history 
as an intelligible moral drama on. 
Christian commitments is strenuously 
denied though the strains evident at 
this .point in Marx’s thought arc 
perhaps best treated <;haritab1y as 


second large contention, the “strong 
compatibility" thesis, according to 
which Marxism and Christianity are In 
asymmetrical relations of dependence 
on one another The overall message of 
the book U that it is In Marxism; and 


only there, that the distinctive content 
of Christian moral life can 8nd 
a contemporary realization, And 
Christianity itself cease to be the 
ideological tool that Marxists have 
always represented it as being. 

Turner's argument in support of 
these conclusions is complex and 
sometimes ingenious, but its most 
distinctive feature is its unselfcritical 
endorsement of Marxism and its 
reliance on the conventional wisdom 
of fashionable academic opinion. 
Consider here the understanding of 
moraihy which Ttirner invokes in his 
characterization of Marxism as the 
“rescued truth" of bourgeois ethics. In 
this he follows conventional academic 
opinion in taking for granted that 
Marxism is an immanent critique of 
bourgeois ethics. He does not discuss, 
except to dismiss it as evincing a sort of 
moralistic fideism, the view that the 
moral content of socialism is a 
distinctively proletarian ethical out- 
look, whicn aims to resist and not to 
complete the subjugation of modem 
society by bourgeois aspirations and 
values.This was the view of one of 
Marx's most independent and creative 
followers, Georges Sorel, whose 
contributions to the study of the 
relations of socialism with ethics are 
ianored by Turner in this book. In fact 
Turner seems close to sharing the 
belief of modern capitalism's least 
reflective apologists, that Christian 
ethics are bourgeois ethics, a dull 
potation compounded of Enlighten- 
ment humamtarianism with recent 
conceptions of social justice, and to 
differ from such apolo^sts only in his 
assessment of the degree to which 
bourgeois ethics have achieved a real 
social embodiment. Altogether lacking 
in Turner's reflections is the insight, 
recovered by Christianity's greatest 
modem defender and Christendom's 
sternest moral critic, Sflren Kierke- 
gaard, that morality is not religious 
ufe, but only a preluae to it. Despite his 
prudent refusal to embrace the 
absurdities of liberation theology, it is 
not too much to say that for 'Aimer > as 
no doubt for many contemporary 


Christians - God has ceased to be a 
transcendental object of worship so as 
to become a prop for moral optimism 
and political commitment. 

Most striking of all, perhaps, is 
Turner’s use of undefended Marxian 
notions of class and exploitation in his 
account of the conflicts of modern 
society. Nowhere does he betray any 
hint of being aware of the fundamental 
criticisms, practical as well as 
theoretical, to which these ideas have 
been subject over the past century. 
Indeed, Marx's ontological mater- 
ialism aside, the truth of every main 
tenet of Marxism is casually pre- 
supposed at every crucial point in 
the argument of the book. Perhaps 
Turner supposes the truth of Marxism 
to be so obvious, or to have become 
part of the conventional wisdom of 
academic life, as to stand in no need of 
defence. At any rate, no effort is ever 
made by him to persuade a non- 
Marxist reader (of wham there will 
presumably be a few) that Marxism is 
actually true. 

The book Is littered with many 
stylistic tricks and infelicities, which 
inhibit the reader's appreciation of 
such arguments as It contains. When 




to think of the kiss as a more bnj “u 

ffintAriQl *1...— .. ‘UIdUy 


material action than are the^ 
which say the same" and, twelve mS 
later, that “it is only Insofar ai iK 
understand what S Ida I,. 
understand its rdle within the praxh of 
loving, that we can kissat a]l"lt K 
to suppress a smile. One’s atnwS 
disbelief only increases when one nidj 
the portentous statement that “fer ^ 
Chnstian love is ‘present' 
history only in the form ^lis abstect" 
or the assertion that George Qiot'i 
Mrs Holt cannot speak, bti( h spokefl 
by the bourgeois discourse of bet 
society. What is missing from the book 
- or, sliall we say, in Turner's IdJon, || 
•‘present’' throughout by lo very 
absence - is any reference (other tbsn a 
ritualistic condemnation of StsliDjjt 
amoraiity) to the disastrous ironies ol 
Marxism's twentieth-century hision 
Perhaps the academic Newipesk ffUch 
Turner wntes in - or which, it msy be 
writes him - prevents him from 
our century, the century of (he Gulu 
and the Holocaust, as one in which^ 
historical theodiciea of Marxism anil 


Christianity become ifot merely ooes-. 
tionable, butfrankly incredible. 


Paying the penalty 


Christopher Kirwan 


G. R. Evans 
A ugustine on Evil 

198pp. Cambridge University Press, 


£1S. 
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Kathleen Lennon 


psycholdgists and philosophers, whose 
attempts lo equate conscious mental 


to regard .human values as genuine 
detenninants of human decision- 


Why does God tolerate evil, or at any 
rate so mu^ e^ as there is? Could he 
not have made a better job of creation? 
Or if, as Generis assures us, the 
creation was at lint “ven good", why 
do we And God permitting Its lapse - 
Indeed liimseif adding to the present 
mess, for Genesis m»es him say, “I 
will greatly multiply thy sorrow’’? For 
some reUffions the answer may lie in 
God’s failings: he may be cruel or 
uncBiihg or powerless before 
recaldtraat matter. But the Christian 
God is supposed to be good and 
almighty, so that for Christians evil 
intellectual puzzle: the 




Roger Sperry 





} ■ i 




Scfence and Moral lYIorlty: 

The Merging of Mind. Brain, and 
Values 


These, hoivever, are not consider^ 
here. 




I3^p. Oxford: Blackwell. £12.50. 
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Roger Sperry is concerned In this book 
to argile for an intevation of science 
with ethics; to argue, In particular, that, 
we can (urji to sefenop to estaUish an 
ultimate and objective set of values 
with global application. - Moreover, 
given that human values, play such a 
cni6lal role in-detennining the use to 
which all scientific discoveries' are 
be togAi^ the search for their ultimate 
b&ifoas one of the most urgent, tasks fot. 
aejeiice. . ■ 

■ Professor Speny*s> conviction that 
science has a role, to play jii human 
vajfie theory derives, in his i^ew, from 
his theory of t|ie foind; the spelling 
of. wbfob .constitutes foy^fac the n 
intkresdng part-: -6fi the'bdbk ' 
theory ia fortiicd VirieAtahsin'' 
contrasted, with bpth matisriaiisra' , . 

V dualism. Mental .phenomena, among 
.which he: inqludea s^isatjbiis such as 

pro^: 

Bgenli 

beiiavi 


Sperry wishes to assign a genuine 
causal explanatory role to psy- 
chological slates considered as 
determinants of behaviour, thus 
)e|ilinUzing psychology and sodal 
saences as genuine, sciences searching 
for genuine causal regularities within 
their own mode of description: 
the hlkher.order mental patterns 
and programs, have their own 
. subjective -.00811(168; and progress, 
, ' operate and; interact by their oWn 
causal laws and priiiciplea which are 
di&rent • ffripi, and 'cahnot . bp 
. rediicedtqlhc^eofplqrsiblogy, 

Such a position raises the. diffleult 
question of how psy^ological causri 
explanations of behaviour relate to 
possible neuro-pbysiolosicai accounts. 


alleged facts in apparent 
conflict; there cannot be real facts in 
real conflict; where then do the 
appearances mislead? This is the 
Problem of Evil. 


phendmcM such as mins with higher- making and behavior.' (This is Iwliy Mbteme of God Sfoe CTistenWof 
level functional states have so far for science, as human mieraction from evil are alleaed facta in aDoarent 
encountered unresolved difficulties. Ume immemorial seems to have 

proceeded, pretty successfoliy, on just 
such an assumption.) As a con- 
sequence the “human value factor" 
becomes a subject for scientific 
investigation. Moreover the role of 
science is not to be limited to what we 
might anticipate from the tbeoiy of 
mind, namely an investigation of the 
ways In wttich values are produced , and 

iheir'influence on behaviour. It is to be filing to assert, necessaiy elements - 
entrusted with uncovering ultimate in an "admirably beautiful'^ whole. Ilie 
values.. The key question IS why .we 
should consider, this to be.a task for 
saentists. The answer which seems to 
be suggested 4. that once we have 
accepted that values influence the' 
world, and vice versa, then the 


Saint Augustine’s solution to the 

I iroblem comes in two parts. The first, 
argely inherited from Neoplatonism, 
argues that the evils which exist are 
elements - even, he is sometimes 


creation that embraces them is not the 
work of a bungler or a scoundrel . If It is 
objected that, nevertheteK, God has 
got his hands dirty in the creative 
process - he is, after all, the creator of 
scoundrels^ and .his distribution of 


traditional fact/value distinction hat! btlsecy shows many rigpi of unfairness 


exist, is sin its necessary price? Why 
should not God have seen to it lint 
men freely choose the rood, orh lhil 
logically impossible? As for oriual 
guilt, Augustine supposes (ha(i(k 
inherited from Adam. Are we te 
regard the human race, then, si • 
single legal person, its memben isd 
were phases of one collective life? Or 
can guilt be transmitted between 
persons, like a taint or s itobt? 

G. R. Evans does not tangle mud] 
with these knots. Her book coven i 
mlsceU^y of topics, some only looMly 
connected with evil, many nik 
unconnected with the problem Died 
which is the announced subject, As the 
reader nears the end he realizes toil 
has been introduced to a wide iiogta 
Augustine's volumlrtoua writing; en 
wo» selected has been tm}' 
reviewed; and the selections hawbea 
ordered to develop a succeiaon n 
themes. A lifelike imfvesrion com 
across of Augustine as pastor 
polemicist, busy, perristenl, ^ 
confident, zealous. Less show ol w 
merita as an intellectual. Augusts 
sometimes rises to ^ihe clever, w 
consciously deploying the 
meagre philosophical equipment w 
had acquired from Cicero im 
A mbrose and the Neoplalo^ 
Souietiroes - usually at different^ 
- he rises to the acute 
passnees of argument tpt J2 
untrammelled by his healthy 
sophistication and his not so he^ 
fear of conflict with Scripuire. Twj 
heights, which give Wq? a fiving aiw w 
just historical Inlereit, are w 
dlsploy^ to us in Dr Evans s 

In one particuJar she jK 
of suspect inteipretatiM. rfJJ 
Augustine says in the 
iris nothing, ’'malum nlhu ew. 


evil IS norning, • nwiuui mi*- 
should take his words as rhetonwp g 
Intended for the sober tru h. « "j 
context he seems to mean only m 
helps fo perfect and not OBO*F 


broken down and scientists can take on 
the (ask of discovering' the good. But 
such an argument ia bogus. Defenders 

of the ffict/villiie- Hlstlnrllnn n«uBr 


- then Augustine replies with the 
second part of his lolutlon. Sin U the 
necessa^ price of free will, but God's 
responsioili^for conferring on men 



dicta convey me ^ 

genuinely Aogustinlan, to 

evil is a corruption Jib 


the over-simpl] 


drganizatioti of the;s)^em'g6venu t)ie 
benaviQUT.: dt. iits .coriatituent baits: 


lliie ultimate value . hoards which!' 
Speny believes science directs us is 



Oil, pn4 Jq some ^nsnfot^ ouL 
. of neufoljOi^cal- gti ' * 

. lenbinolo^ mental . 

viwfi^r oiTt^h , 

’ . ; . (henial properliea CEUinof -be reduced to 
' • 4durologlqal.prijj»iW 



' organia^fojnal'prbbdr^^ 
be adequafoly .'cnarucierizbd: U; qne'y^^ 

' ' nmofoa; at .the neuibfogfoiiii^ w^ *iu<ii.j .4iii 

' description. Such h]fonrKdu6uye,l)|pt;.:t^b^:-9^.!)^^^ 
broadlyfotKtibnh1ist.;vipwb|^t^nlnd;’')htegtm^ 
b' ciirrenily' much ■ 


tracingout this latter ldea;which had 
appealed so stronriy to the priestly and 
prophetic writm ^ • tim Old 
Testamedt,- Atigustinb- faced the twin 
foots (hat luffhrrak folia on all of us and 
that if It is Infllcted Mipunishment by a 
good Odd. It itiU8t .be inflicted justly,. 
— on :.thB ' Innocenf.-i Everyone, 
e suffering 
Vghllt begins there 

. „ , ,, g^llt; “origjnalis 

reaWs" 


universe as a whole., Elsewb^|»—^ 
ibt IW 

^ gotfi W 

work on, so t*ha*t what i* LJ 
been utterly destroy. 


regarding evu « 
notices an argument 
conclusion; . fear of ft i* 
grounded dr not; a ui 

Itself an evil; so evil exilri. 
{Confessions, 7.5.7). , ' \ 


there Is room »r a revujw « 
and doctrines, some or all^ - 
bc. freshly undertake W.M? 




genre.: . The Cambndge Un|w « j 


»nre.: .The t-amqnagv ^ , 

Sess' has printed ^he ^ 

«cept for One or two. pi««» 'T , 


How 
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Trying to raise the rent 


I M. L. Thompson 

EN01*4NDER 

ijndlonl and Tenant to Urban 
[^flgin 183HW8 

ujm. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 


Eltction campaigns habitually induce 
h politidans an unreal sense of their 
on importance and an illusion that 
Ibey are buildine, or digging, a 
lU^tous watershed to the nation’s 
1^, A useful corrective to the 
that general elections make 
deddve turning-points is to 
cMicmplate the year 1915, a year 
vrieti mled to see a long anticipated 
Section, because hundreds of 
Souttodi were being slaughtered in 
Fruee and OaUipoli, but which did see 
die laposltion of rent control, 
iffliibly the most decisive single 
stroke of policy in the present century. 

•nie Implications of the Imposition of 
Niit Ktirfifrion were profound end far- 
me^g, not so mucp for the symbolic 
iuttrlaace of the massive intenerence 
rim (^sanctity M property rights and 


litli tbe operation of free market 
bm, although that was considerable 
ewogn, as forlti unavoidable practical 
cMuequences in sucking the state, 
ilkihu in Liberal, Tory, or Labour 
Ririi, into the housing business. From 
RDl control there followed, almost as 
tight follows day, controlled 
leiundu, protected tenancies, rent 
Bfltouls, security of tenure, ooundl 
hoBiliig and state subsidies to housing, 
fo retreat of private landlords from 
fo hltlcs business, the flight of those 
ilio could afford It into owners 
oceuMtioB, the counterbalancing or 
omnlaacing state (which ia to say 
Ui{]i)nn') subsidization of owner- 
ocNpttfon, and all the glories and 
wlen of Tory property-owning 
toncy, with its delimts of social 
atoSty and its economic madness of 


(he steriliza'tioii of savings 
ud hveitment in bricks and mortar. 

i^eis to say, the route from rent 
^^iin 1915 to the sick economy of 
^I98Qi was hardly straight and 
vpk. /piere were points amtig the 
ly ^re different choices on 
“^ 1 snd its. ftnondns were 
Pyttluid 'there were sunc^ otiier 
•w ouBcultiei, - a worid war for 
Wuiee- which did their bit towo^ 


shaping our contemporary economy 
and society. Nevertheless, if one 
wanted to pick out one single origin of 
the fundamentally stable, funda- 
memalty unprotestuig, fundamentally 
unenterprising, ana fundamentally 
conservative society of late twentieth- ! 
century Britain one could do worse 
than start with 1915. 

Political historians have seldom if 
ever noticed this, since they are 
preoccupied with cabinets and 
elections. The volume of the Oxjord 
ffistoty of England covering the years 
since 1914 has no mention vmatever of 
the 1915 Rent Restriction Act, whi^ is 
passing strange since the volume piidu 
Itself on its attention to sodal trends, 
but it does discuss the 1915 Treasury 
“dilution” agreement under which the 
engiiieering unions agreed to accept 
the recruitment of unskilled and 
female munitions workers. The one 
certainly helped to win the war; but the 
other helped to shape a whole way of 
life for generations to come. It is hardly 
too much to say that the supply of and 
demand for housing - which once or 
twice have actuaUy managed to 
dominate general elections - have, 
with all thdr ramifications into rents, 
mortgages, building sodeties, taxation 
policy, planning, public and private 
sector mvestment, the construction 
industry, and the location of industry, 
been the sinde most dominating factor 
in twentim-century Britain. To 
investigate the origini of the decisive 
involvement of the state to this sphere 
is, thmfore, a work of no small 
iidportance. 

David Englander’s book Is, indeed, 
the first serious study of the origins of 
the 1915 Rent Restriction Act, and is to 
bewarmlyweleomedforthstreaioh. It 
faces the problems if not squsrety, at 
any rate in massive detail. Dr 
Englander belongs to the grass-roots 
school of social mstorians, and has sU 
its strengths and weaknesses . The great 
strength is an unremitting and 
remoTselea pursuit of spedfic detail 
about the lives and eondltioni of 
ordtoan people, however seemingly 
insignificant, and a painsiakmg 
reconstruction of the behaviour, 
attitudes, aspirations, luffeiings, and 
protests of the humble and the 
downtrodden. One drawback of this 
approach b that the seemingly ■ 
insignific^t quite often Was 
ihsi^ificant: to the gmulnely curious 
it b nuldly toteresttog (o ieorn; that 
there realfo was such a body si the. 
Lozzells Tenants' Aiiodatlop; but .it 
Would appear to have left no mark on 
Lozzelb, wherever that is (we are left 


Ihai it might be in 
Birmin^am, but then again, from the 
context, it could equally well be in 
Glasgow), let alone on the nation. 

A larger drawback is the unstated 
assumption that the only impulse 
which counts in any explanation of 
pob'ey and legislation is. that coming 
from the grass-roots. At a certain levd 
of analysis and in the very long run, 
(hat may veiy writ be true, in the sense 
that no fundamental changes occur 
unless they are supported or tolerated 
by some grounmwell of general 
(minion or prejudice. In the short run, 
if we are Interested to explanations for 





paint a graphic picture of landlord- 
tenant relations in wortcing-class 
districts of Glasgow, Birmingham, 


inconclurive guerrilla warfare between 
shifting groups of occupiers ancl 
landlords, agents, or bailiffr over rents 
and rates was more or less en^mic. 
This was the terrain into which the 
Rent Act was inserted, and it Is most 
valuable to be told what it looked like; 
indeed its features have nowhere else 
been so carefully and minutely 
observed. 

Nevertheless, (he obvious con- 
cluiioD which emerges from the 
chamen devoted to the pre-hutoiy of 
the Rent Act, roughly two-thirds of the 
book, b that despite all the friction, 
conflict, hardship, and protest which b 
revealed, nothing much of . any 


Robert Bakewell hiring out his New Leicester ratns for theseason, by T. Weaver, 
1809, from >^imals on (he Fhnn by Judy Ur^hart, to be reviewed in a 
future issue of the TLS 

this instance, the'wealth of detail and This is not a document, or a extremes of poverty, mbfbrtune, and 

incidentwhl(ihisdeployed(o"expiain*’ campaign, to which Englander makes downright dishonesty, with thenoroial 
the Rent Act does little more than any reference. It did not, to besure, do experience of the bulk of (he working 
paint a graphic picture of landlord- anything so explicit as to foreshadow class. In the pre-1900 part of the book, 
tenant relations in wortcing-class control of rents or the granting of indeed, En^ander is dealiiu almost 
districb of Glasgow, Birmingham, virtually unconditional security to exclusively with the dregs of society, 
Barrow, parts of London, and sundry weekly tenants, and might therefore be who either would not or could not pay 
other larro towns, where sporadic and 'conrider^ ir^evant. But the detaUs of any rent, and whose housing was 
inconcluuve guerrilla warfare between the proposals which were supposed to handled by a ratherspeciatizedland of 
shifting groups of occupiers ancl solve, or at any rate change the outlines landlord employing rather specialized 
landlords, agents, or bailiffe over rents of the housing problem, are less bruisers as rent collecton. Not 

important than the general surprisingly ihb unsavoury sub-culture 
interventionist approach to firmly produced an unsavoury version of 
entrenched institutions and prahtices landlord-tenant relations with an 
of private property to which tne Lloyd unsavoury legal underpinning. 


important than the general 
interventionist approach to firmly 
entrenched institutions and prahtices 
of private property to which (lie Lloyd 
George Liberals were committed, h 
was that commitment, it can be argued , 
which determined the particular 
governmental response to the 
particular situation of 1915 in Glasgow, 
Barrow, and ebewhere, which in turn 
provi(led the critical formative 
influence for subsequent acts of policy 
and subsequent public expectations on 
(he housing front. 


, important happened to affect housing On the issues of major importance, 

and tenancies nefore 1914, Certainly then, this book provokes questions but 
tenants organizing themselves into does not answer them. Taken as 
ephemeral, localized, and thinly- descriptive history, however, it is 
supported defence associations did, on abunoantiy successful in recreating 
occasion, achieve small local victories what the working elssses thought and 
on detaib of rate-compounding or on felt about the houses in which they 


tenants organizing themselves into 
ephemeral, localized, and thinly- 
supported defence associations did, on 
occasion, achieve small local victories 
on detaiu of rate-compounding or on 
postponing the odd penny or two g 
week of rent Increases. But these 
sklmbhei seem to have had no general 
significance, and made no impression 
on the normal pattern of workmg-class 
tenancies. It was not any slowly 
accumulating preuure from below 
which produced the Rent Act, but the 
pressures of war, and the drcumitance 
that the war was being fought by a 
government whose general approach 
to boitfing waH shaped by its radical 
Urbsn Land Reform campaign 


lived. Since they were not much given 
to recording timr opinions directly, 
this side or the tasic has involved 
■drawing painstaking and inronious 
inferences from the behaviour of 
working-class tenants towards 
landlords and bailiffs, some of It 
colourful and stirringly combative in 
rent strikes, much of it a pitifiil story of 


' launched in 1913 to preparation for the 
■pproBchiDg general ejection of 1915 
mat was never held. 


rent strikes, much of It a pitiful story of however, rathe 
moonll^t flitting with unpaid rents disjunction dc 
and a few. tattered belbng^s in a Englander in e 
handdtit, The frpuble with Uui side of .Hwra’seyeviea 
tbe book Is that it Is not always clear urban boustog 
.which section or stratum of the’ . norms’ seeing 
workingditos is under the iriicrD^j>e< dlUIereot times 
and the- reader Is apt to. confuse the worth knowing. 


The connection of this semi- 
underworld with the respectable 
working class and Its housing was 
tenuous in the extreme; most of the 
working class paid their rents 
regularry, cared for their homes, did 
not chop up the doors for firewood, 
and despised the residuum. They did 
not Feel any housing grievances, and 
did not stage any rent strikes, until 
wartime rents increased faster than 
wages, concentrations of munition 
workers swamped local housing 
supplies, and wives of^volunteer 
soldiers were left wlm service 
allowances vvhu^ would not cover the 
rent. 

We thus return full circle to the 
impaiR of the First World War, which 
undermines the unity of this book, 
since It introduced a completely 
different set of actors Into what is 
presented here as a single drama. If we 
consider it as nanative sodal history, 
however, rather than os analysis, this 
disjunction does not matter; Dr 
Englander in effect tells ui tbit in a 
.Hwim’ieybvtewoTwhstirafi^ciiigvHih 
urban 'boustog: there srere different 
. worms seeing difitorent. things, at 
dlUfereot timesp nod that to itself li , 


fruits of apostasy 


Colley 

Wordie 

SSL^Iuia|e^ Eighlenth- 
EufHuid: The Building of 
Fortune 

Royal Historical Sodety. 
from Swift Printers 
AJbi^ Pj^j 


enough, ad ofSMo^the 


demonstrate (confirmlM the work rt 
icbolan like Chiistopner Clay and 
Uoyd Bonfleld) is lust hpvfr dependent 
Oewglan Britain's dllte was ot 
demogtaphic chance, ^fore 1769 
many of tbe great landed families vwre 
not so nuudi^uoywl up to a relenttess 
wM^h tide of territorial acqiwhon 
andwnprbvement, as playing Rhswan 
roulette with biology. 

ItwastireW/imroffour 
iuccesslbn wnieb first established Sir 
William Levesoh-Oower's importwee 
in 1691. His oJ^tecntb-centuiy des- 
cendants never foiled to p^u<» male 
• j ,ui> niccfi of 


^fob’rid^ Unlve^ty Press.' ■ 

% Election results* SDP 
JTOW mgy well take comfort from 
ibbriographi:’ 
' Sv9.hpmttev: ’iri tha hSiRt’iit leut, 
Jenklqs 
mth- 

chp£ 

culture iso as to 
Kwu into, h vrider, 
peaktog Byitish 
Wordle -diromcles thb 


Us train. Unlike many of their peeis,. 
tbe family’s sons tended to in^ early 
and many of their 
leaving tneir bosbaods rtiefr 
and the option of soeedv r^mtri™ 
to other hcliresses. Mantal ,iimu wim 
less fortunate dynasties brought foe 
family the Bath and ^bemarle In- 
berituees and, best of jll® 
Bridgelvater estate and janaljn l^OE. 
Tnaifmer with B tougb anh-Ieasing 
pbficy and a series of astute 
auenu this bounty enAbled the 
tojurvNt 


Gower, 2nd Marquess of htoffoid, the 
“Leviathan of Wealth". Tbe family 
directed extensive capitai loto 
enforctog agricultural nuidemizatipn 
on its estates, while its Staffordshire 
ooal-niioes befEKi power Britain’s wsr 
effort against France. Victory In that 
war ftoSS freed tbe family tom the 
roectre of its own losses in the South 
Bubble and stocks and consoR 
were snatched up wllb . 
■ssuranoe snd economic aploiUD. ’ . ’ : 

Why ^ upsurge in ar^odratic 

fortune in a bound^ by two 

apparent threats , P,*?" 

dontinance, the French Revolution 
and the Great Refoirii Art? As yet the 
BbsWers are fer from cieer, bu^i 

Jenkins detects a simtiar sodo- 

1830 V a . Great Reaction" to terms of 
(he wealth, power and class wn- 
\sdousness of its fended 6Ute. They had 
; not always -biien so mpnoliimc or so 
• indent one of Jenkim s 

most 'Baluiary emphases, is that 

MvenleenMiitury . ^ 

ftom' being a royhlist/ 
resdtvb: Tne threat to local interetfe 
^^to a'possible Irish Invarion aijd 
ihflCRtnolic Woices ftmily meant 
that many Glailipfgun geijlry, vnie at 
best halfiedrted in their resppnw to 


scaffold, InTts service. Still, the Whig 
aupremacy did cnark a change. Ag^, 
demographic aeddent to this penod 
playro havoc, many old families dyirig 
out to be replaced with Bn^sh or 
Angtophile iandownera: After 1760 no 
tnator Glarnorgan fomlly spoke Welsh 
as 'Its first language, sent its son to 
Welsh tools ' or pqtrooized barda. 
Trite, there was ooosiderable interest 
to Welsh mediewslism, . but Jenkins 
attributes this to the roodeaa insecurity 
of a flew gentry class fatbef toan to the 

atavisticcultureoftbetraditlotraldUte, 

The Making of a Ruling Class is a 
BO^i reflective and very innovative 


hook. Uke Dr Wo^ie’s motrograph, it 
is extensively researched, lucidly 
written arid enriches our under- 
'standing of eighteerilb-century Britain 
. - a period ill-servhd with local studies 
in comparison with- the Stiiart era. 
'Irotoeato, however, both 'of these 
studies illustrate in very divergent v/ays 
the .pitfalls . of county ana family 
histories. 

Much of Wordie's material is intri- 
rolng and cries out for wider cOmnteiu, 
•but he rnreiy strays .from, bis 
conventional estate beat. We are.told, 
for example, that by the 1,770a the, 
Lwson-uowers were less reluctant, 
than' before to evict old and. infirm 
tenants. An analyslB of Game L4kw 
oh' the Gower 


more or less as they stand, in this case 
at least a broader perspective and more 
extensive revisions would have made 
for a better bMk. 

By contrast, no one could accuse. 
Jenuns of being parochial. At times, 
indeed, the rtmo^ community seems 
rather lost sight of in bis asriduous 
resort to conce^ and catch-phrases 
imported from English history. “The 
effective fomily", “the com- 
mercialisation or leisure" and “a 
disorderly people*’ are enthusiastically 
appUed to ' Glamorgan, leaving one 
unclear whether these were genuinely 
Welsh as well as English phenomena, 
or whether this county was just 
peculiarly ang^cized. And there . are 
other problems. If Glamorgan ex- 
perienced “an urban renaissance" In 
mis period, surely its- class divisions 
cannot have been so linguistically 


' ,,V! 


i! 


determined as Jenirins !(nol&? 'What 
about its 'middle class, which traded 
vrith Bristol and also, increasingly, 
with radicalinti? 

' But the most intriguing imbleitn 
raised by this book is also implicit in 
Wordie’s, If there' was such an arlsto- 
criiUc upsurge of '“Great Reaction" 
after 1790, how does one account for 
' 1832? Why did the Marquis of Stafford 
feel obli^ to. sell out his electbtol 
interest m Llchfleld and Newcastle iri 
1826? Why was a uniquely wealthy and 
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NATURAL HISTORY 


Finding the way 


The scaly sort 


J. L. Cloudsley- 
Thompson 

E. W. Anobrson 
A nimals as Navigalon 
207pp. Bodley Head. £9.9S. 
0 37(130529 9 


Tint time that a professional navigator 
has turned his attention to the 


andsurprisinsbook. E. W. Anderson s 
approach ' is ooth broad and novel. 
Beginning with accounts of stabilizers 
anatlie sense of rime, he passes on to 


discuss the senses employed in 
hunting and avoiding predation, and 
concludes with explanations of how 
migrating animals nnd their way. At 


times, hu comments seem somewhat 
naive: 

The octopus, a creature with a 
reputation for intelligence, though it 
has been known to devour its own 
tentacles, lives by hunting and is also 
pursued by moray eels nnd bv 
whales. . . . One crustacean, which 








l>BS peen jcnown lo oevour us own 
tentndes, lives by hunting and is also 
pursued by moray eels nnd bv 
whales. . . . One crustacean, which 
probably appeared on this planet a 
nundrea thousand years ago, now 
lives in caves at the bottom of deep' 
oceans where there is no light. . . . 
Man, the so-called ‘'highest'*^animal, 
uses his or her nose mainly to warm 
(he air going into the lungs. . . . 

The biologist, trained at all costs to 
avoid teleoR>gical explanations, will 
doubtless endure numerous **cullure 
shocks" on entering the alien, and in 
this respect less fastidious, W>rld of the 
nayigaaiu officer. On the other hand, 
wing uommander Anderson, a 
former Pathfinder, sheds the light of 
his deep • understanding on the 
complexities of nature in a manner that 
many biologists would do well to 
emulate: 

. DragonfUes, which travel very fast, 
hav'e heavy heads and it requires' 
tiiiore energy to rotate them than 
■’(^r of thdf bodies. Tufts of 
,:btUtIq .round thehr. nedu can 
' . apgular ; pccel: 

creatures and do not like stbrolng 
work every time the sun goes bem'nd 
a cloud. Pdriunately, (heir eyes, 
being smot!, can detect (he very short 
ultra-violet light waves which 
penetrate clouo . . . 

while dolphins and toothed whales 
have "ear-holes which are topsided, 
.one higher than (he other, like the flaps 
of an owl. So, when they are using 
sonar, they weave their heads from 
dde to side and also nod up and down." 
Elementary waw-theory shows that 
animals can use radio'only in a very 
restricted fashion,, while the sorinr 


designer's preference for ultrasonics 
emphasizes the high aural di^tivity of 
rustling sounds; hence rabbits employ 
drummings for alarm signals. 

'nieauthorhasaracystyle. One may 
not object to the "timid variety of eel, 
hiding from the hungry by day , which 

has "an eye-cell in the tail to advise it 
when darkness has fallen. . . or to 
“Male grasshoppen and crickets rub 
legs and wins together, which seems 
to please the remoles much more than 
their personal appearances", but one 
must, nevertheless, draw the line at 
some of his numerous misstatements 
and half-truths. The ommatidia of 
compound eyes are not single eyes; the 
woodlouse has a cuticle or integument, 
but not a skin; reptiles are not largely 
colour-blind and, even if they were, 
their sombre appearance would 
probably be related more to the colour 
vision of their predators than of 
themselves. To a biologist it is 
surprising, too, to come across any 
modem Dook in which the metric 
system has not been employed, and in 
which fractions ere quoted rather than 
decimals. 

Although he mentions K. Schmidt- 
Koenig's views regarding bird navi- 
gation, Anderson argues con- 
vincinuy in favour oi tlie bi- 
cooibuute hypothesis of G. V. T. 
Matthews, despite the fact that this 
has received little experimental 
confirmation from other zoologists in 
recent years. The experimental evi- 
dence for and against the aJtemative 
points of view is not given. In fact, the 
first necessitates memojy of the whole 
of the sun’s arc at the bird's home; the 
second - which claims that latitude and 
longitude are used to establish position 
- requires the apparent movement of 
(he sun to be extrapolated, but reduces 
the memory required to a single point. 
It seems almost inconceivable that a 
bird should be able to measure changes 
in the horizontal movement or azimuth 
of the sun while flying over the ocean 
when there are no stable points of 
reference. 

Not surprisingly, the best parts of 
Animais as fwviga/orf are those 
concerned > with basic technical 
principles and their application by 
anlmaut for instance, when the figure- 


distribution is Western China, from 


Allen Paterson 

H. H.DAVIDIAN 

Hie Rhododendron Species: Volume 

I, Lepidotes 

431pp, with 95 colour photographs, 9 
pages of black-and-white 
photographs and 40 line-drawings. 
Batsford. ^5. 

0 7134 1639 4 

It is safe to assert that no plant genus 
has had more effect upon British 
gardens than the Thodooendron and 
fob in ^te of the fact that as an 
inveterate calcifuge, no rhodo- 
dendron can exbt, except as a sickly 
chlorotic creature, on half the ground 
in thiscountiy. But then few genera are 
so diverse in form. Its species vary from 
tall forest trees to tiny alpine shniblets: 
while most are evergreen with leaves 
that can be under half an inrii or over 
half a yard in length, one major group, 
the azaleas, is deciduous and offers as a 
bonus brilliant autumn colour. Floral 
display from January to July is often 
dramatic in a colour range which 
encompasses eveiything but the truest 
of true blue. Scent can be almost as 
intoxicating as the H/tododefidron 
Luteum honey which reportedly sent 
J^opbon's soldiers mad as they 
croisM the Pontic Alps. The leaves of 
some species are so aromatic they can 
be made into herbal teas. 

Absent from Africa and South 
America, rhododendrons are native to 
most areas of the world, from the 
circumpolar Arctic to the rain-forests 
of Queensland. Their centre of 


which they seem to spill as tom an 
inexhaustible cornucopia: all the great 
Him^ayan plant collectors of the 


nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
sent ba<^ rhododendrons. Though 
they were not the first rhododendrons 
to De introduced to Britain, J. D. 
Hooker's thirty species from Sikkim 
accelerated the flow, which continued 
for ISO years from Robert Fortune, 
E. H. Wilson, Reynold Farrer, 
Kington-Ward and others. In the 
course of seven expeditions between 
1904 and 1930, Georn Forrest 
discovered and introduceozSO distinct 
species. Perhaps because Himalayan 
rnododendrons do so well in Scottish 


gardens, Edinburgh became the 
studycentre for the genus: in the 
second decade of this century alone 312 
new species were described in the 
Notes the Royal Botanic Garden. 

Revision necessitated by continuing 
collections from the wild and new 
taxonomic studies has provided H. H. 
Davidian vrith hb life's work. This, 
after forty years, he has now presented 
to us in part in The Rhododendron 
Spekes, volume 1, on the scaly-leaved 
Lepidotes. Well over 300 species are 
described and discussed in minute 
detail and this, with the dichotomous 
keys, should make it possible for 
anyone with a bit of background or 
strong native wit to identify any 
lepidote species in cultivation. 

As a direct successor to the 
Edinburgh pundits of the first half of 
the centuiy, Mr Davidian holds 
rigorously to their classification. He 
justifies this reterilibn point by point, 
repeating, “thus (or therefore) we have 
two large natural divisions of 


Rhododendrons Lepidote 
Elepldote (non-scaly)“ liie H 
reviewer is not up to sS 
Ericaceous in-fighting but DsriZ 
malws It abundantly that heffl 
no track with other recent revuG 
of the genus and the status of tl! 
senes system. Brickell, QiUen 
Chamberlain, the Philipsoni and 
SJeumer all get pretty slmit shiift - 
These revisliw not acceptsbkiii 
this book, and will not be recoEDked" 
Whether the present or pos^tv is 
implied is not quite certain: ’ 

For humble mortals, without Hit 
dozen acres or so once conddeid 
obligatory for rhododendrons, Dadd. 
Jan's work still has mudi (o ofe 


returns to the landing strip after 
overflying an airfield; or ^nen the 
human eye is considered as an optical 
instrument: "The lens is so poor we 
have to cut out the edges by screwing 
up our eyes if we want to look at 
anything really small.*' Anderson 
makesa good point when he slates that 
the importance of stabilizers in 
navigation has not been fully 
appreciated by animal specialists, but- 
the book should have been vetted by a 
zoolomst, to have its . biological 
imperfections corrected. It is an 
outstanding text none the less. 


Pat Morris 

Dbrvk Frazer 

Reptiles and Amphibians in Britain 
2S6pp. Collins. £11. 
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. Fbr cold-blooded creatures like shakes 
and lizards, sun-bathing is not just a 
pleasant pastime but a necessity. 
Warmth tom the sun is crucial to their 
very existence and it therefore comes 
as no surprise that cool, cloudv Britain 
has only six native species of reptiles 
(snakes and lizards) and a similar 


number of amphibia (frogs, toads and 
newts). A few additional species have 
been mtroduced from warmer climes, 
but have mostly given up the struggle 
and become extinct here. Many people 
will view this with relief, since reptiles 
and amphibia are not everyone's 
fovourltes; but the paucity of our 
herpetofauria does make things 


The Lepidotes are generally the 
smaller species, some of which flU the 
ecological niche in their I^BlRvao 


The lowest of the low 


difficult for an author trying to write an 
authoritative book about them. 

Despite these problems, Deryk 
Frazer has produced a worthy addition 
to the long line of “New Naturalist" 
volumes. His is an . interesting, 
Informative and very readable book. 
There is a lengthy introduction for the 
non-specialist, covering major aspects 
of herpetology, tom fossils to 
physiolc^. For the specialist, there is a 
40()-item bibliography and, in the 
intervening 200 pages, comprohensive 
accounts of the ecology of British 
spedes of reptiles and amphibia. There 
are no digressions, though the style is 
so concise as to read a Httte oddly in 
places: eg, a reference to "warningly 
coloured insects". . . 

Inevitably one compares Frazer’s 
book with Its predecessor in the same 
series, the late Malcolm Smith's Vie 
Britisn Amphibians and. Reptiles: first 
publtoed' In 1951 and. Ufmateo (by 
ifrazer himself) through four editions 



Island residents 


Brace Urquhart 

- DaVid a. . BannbrMan . nnd 
:1V;>URY;BAitn« 

Ilie B of ^ Baleurics > 


for,, the annual m^aere of ihiemtii^ 
do^s. Fortunately ' the Grupo 
Ofnitologfa ;Balearia, to which tlw 
book is dedicated, is mcreaiingiy 
effective in'protecting an irreplacbame 
.asset of the islands. 


' . 1'* 


Njneteehth-century ornithoJogicoi 
evidence; -which ' includes .Von 
Hpmeyer's first known record (1861) 


'23Ctop.- Groom Helm> £29.S0i* : . 'Hpineyer's first known record .(1861). 

'Q.7usfe,0679-X' k ’nnathktlqf Lord Ulfdrd (bekt known' 

V/" • ' '■ foi'.faisdbidwdi^of'lhb'BMeiiriia.u^ 


j: p^aidi.l Bannehn^, ' gn 
j.pjadenMa naluraHst . known' , for 


L-, ' Which bears his ngmeV, is believed by 
hV . Bannerman to- be “sciehtlfloaliy; 
u»ii 'negKgi8)e*' «ompsi^ 'to that amasS^ 
^[! fo ' foe twentieth : century. -' The 
.:t>ioDeerinft German.- Von : jbrdaits. 


inaccessible mountain peaks in. order 
' to identify rare birds . such as tto 
Egyptian vulture, 

The Bannermanis' descriptions of 
each species' are comprehensive and 
jargon-free; the birds are classified In 
their scientific orders and families and 
each' species is identified in English, 

. CastiUan . and . Mallorqiifn. Donald 
.‘iWatsoh's 'illusUMionk, ..eao^Bl|y.';hia 

lively llqe^rSWings'ahd sRetchav 

goon* twelve colour plaites.bf hls bird 
: paintings refiedt stonglVjthe'U^t of 
.the.Medlterriaiiean.. Bach plate”^ a 
. ikey.on a separSte'page; but none 'of the 

X U numbered, nor aie cross^ 
ihces provided in the text. 
Whereas the index of ’ 


.till 1969. The new book has fewer 
pages, but that is compensated for by 
smaller typeface. Smith gave us a 
wealth of personal observations: many 
of thefn are usefully repeated by r razor 
arid sibplemehted by a wider feview of 
the subject; Ap^ from being more up 
to date, Frazer also ihdudes rartles and 
gives a lot of zoolorical information 
abseritirbni the’earilerwbrki. ' 

A most . interesting and .helpful 
addition to Frazer’s book is the 
detailed section oh Cpaseivation and 
Legislation. This is an area in which he 

Seli^tidiignide 

Impact of. Daiwiinlam 
140pp:Avebury.£8..' '' 

08^^7.2048.,, v; 


homes that heather occupies in BriUta. 
Thus many are fine small-ganiei 

K ts; others, taller but of aiwt 
t, are the members of the rBv hEj w 
Cinnabarinim series; while s^ othen, 
such as the incredible R. demise, 
whose flowers are shaped, rized ai 
scented like some vast tniiimt lUy, m 

e issible small greenhouse^-duHi. 

Bvidian seldom permits siipens^ 
but gleams of eatbusiasm vke 
throu^ the botanlcally exact 'text. 
Batsford has produced a fine 
though the quality of the nlnetj^five 
colour illustrations is uneven, somt 
are excellent, others are not worth 
their space. The same critiedsm sppllti 
to the - doubtless historic - 
tinted photographs of J. F, Rm. 
However the forty line-^awira bj 
Helen Jackson and Rodells rams 
(unforgivably uncredited in the 
prefatory list) are superb. 


has been active himself both as lonnet 
President of the British Herpetolo^ 
Society and a senior oftor of 
the Nature Conservancy Cou^. 
He shows dearly how conwiww 
requires very explicit biologW 
information as the basis for ^ 
habitat management. I have read few 
accounts whiw bring out so 
difference between 
and mere protection. Few “jj 
vertetoates are in such dire nw ^ 
conservation as some of 
and amphibia; notably the sarid-ll^ 
smooth shake and natterjack toad. 

The principal omission fnm 
book is a proper consideration oj 
climatic factors. 

reptile energy budgets h*^**^H 
hoW precarious those spodcs are tw 
live at the edge of their geowanw 
range, os In Bnlnln. An 
or cool August is a ' 

catastrophe. Frazer considers at lep. 

habitat loss but not 
Modern research hw a aofoo^ . 
temperature can critically 
ratio of reptiles during their 
development: again * 

catastrophic enwts. TJua 
discussed, even though it *9^%^ 
once led to the extmetioo d »»» 
hordes of dinosaurs. • 

The book contains 
photograph' plates (Md * 

!ngs).^w are onW monog^ 
buT often of considirab^^ 
particularly one of a toad threateinnf 

inquisitive gms-snake,. 


views. Advice on gg. ‘ 

than satisfactoni, 
row's introduction to the 
tion of.TTie ^ 

Charles Darwn (1963)v|?^ 


.. . - .MRyorqt idurink 'thei 
• . . ripariknilE^y yubtetoble to.: ;eviden!ll^' bibrinnlc Mteres'ted . in ; 


debredafaorii' "Cotqii Ibiza for - jhn 'ecpjq 

Thrtle shodilng^/,Wji8.!a-ic ‘ ’ 




leading slog^ opTjMf^ 


ehillv RbVfl 
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The canonical Dean 


PATilooERS (Editor) 
jjarthan Swift; The Complete 
heiM 

9S6pp. Yale University Press. £26 
Sback, Penguin ^.95). 


la the poetical works of Dr Swift", 
[ Antnii srgued in his Lives of the 
"there is not much upon 
SU the critic can exercise his 
oatters". The past decade, however, 
wns finally to have proved Johnson 
none. Before 1977 there were only 
MHBBjor stodies entirely devoted to 
Mil's verse; F. Elrington B^l’s 
n^umous volume of 1929 (still a 
Sii book) and Maurice Johnson's 
pir 5 &io(lPlt,published in 1950. In tlie 
Mtf^yeais,however,thecriticaltide 
Cbeaunto run In Swift's favour. We 


aw have full-length books by Nora 
CtovJafie (19T7), Peter J. Schakel 

ff ,^o |ln Il^win Fischer (1978), and 
Bngland (1980), as well as two 
ullNiioiu ctf essays, one appearing in 
ftpe/s m Language & Literature 
the other edited by Fischer and 


cooliiiue to appear at a steady clip, and 
HB/of Ihe tnost distinguished general 
owi of - especially those by 
Inh^renpreia, Claude Rawson, and 
nstiecenny Carole Fabricant - focus 
Mtkpaetryss well as the prose. The 
lioekobviously ripe for a new edition 
if Swift's poetry that will assimilate 
■fall these scholars have discovered 
zd proi^ a new school of readers 
liAiull Slid accurate texts. 

The new generation of Swiftians has 
(died, for the most part, on Sir Harold 
Wiliiiu's pioneering edition of 1937, 
idnaed with revisions in 1958. The 
; mior eontributlon of Williams's 

£ t three-volume edition in the 
I English Texts series was its 
! JHjiy ip establish a reliable canon of 
; Mrs poems. This was a notoriously 
M task, and It remains one for 
I »wedi|ors today. The sheer variety 
of^'i inodes of bublicatiori - and of 
suppression, and denial of 
*®»nWp-ha8 no rival in eighteenth- 
wiiuiy poetical publishing and, more 
1™“#, perhaps finds a serious 
Jgw ^ly In Defoe. Williams's 
■J^i iwWoul of print, was followed 
Davis's volume In the 
Standaird Authors series, 
^ujuited several of the dates and 
"waiore heavily on revisions in later 
?*«_of'Swiff8 verse, esneclallv 


and Italics, and in the adjustment of 
punctuation (aftbough here Professor 
Rogers follows sensible contemporary 
pointing whenever possible). The 
result IS a handsome, uncluttered 
reliable text that will make Swift's 
poetry more accessible to both the 
wholar and the general reader than it 
has ever been before. Textual variants, 
headnotes, and annotation are sensibly 
included at the end of the volume, and 
Rours's introduction provides a clear 
and full explanation of his editorial 
policies - and of the difficulties 
inherent in his task. 

Hiis edition also differs from its 
predecessors in Rogers's wlllingaess to 
emend his copy-text with variants 
drawn tom other sources, a procedure 
he follows “with caution but without 
extreme puritanical inhibition". 
Dubious editions, he shows, are 
occasionally helpful where the copy- 
text is reticent: and he makes a strong 
case for the “supplementation" of tiie 
“Verses on the Death of Dr Swift" 
in order to make It thoroughly 
intelligible. Rogers re-introduces the 
original titles of all the poems he prints, 

1. J 


poetry to an appendix (the 
.exception is (he inclusion of ‘The Life 
and Genuine Giaracter of Dr Swift", 
which he believes represents an 
unquestionably different poem from 
Swift's “Verses" on himsmf). Rogers 
also makes more cautious use or the 
variants found in the uncancelled copy 
of Faulkner's 1735 edition discovered 
in the English Faculty Llbrara at 
Oxford: Rogers prudently includes 
early readings wnose revision wai 
dictated "by a kind of auto-censorship, 
arising from a fear of suppression", but 
be follows the revised reMings in a few 
places where they appear to represent 
Swift's changed intentions. 

The number of new poems intro- 
duced into the canon is rather modest 
and, perhaps because of this, the 
discussion of this aspect of the edition . 
is riot as cl(;ar as it might .be. In. the 
introduction, Rogers states that he has 
included “SwifTa ballad on the 
Westminster election In 1710", but it 
takes some work to discover that this is 
the poem entitled "A Dialogue 
between Captain Tom and Sir Henry 
Dutton Colt”.. A related problem 
emerges In the discussion of poems 
attributed to Swift. Doubtful attribu- 
tiobs are discussed generally In a one- 


Richard Wendorf 

themselves, nor in the index of lilies 
and _ first lines, and a casual 
examination of the poems alone may 
therefore prove hazardous. 

Next to the establishment of the 
canon of Svdft's poems, their dating 
has remained the most elusive issue for 
modern editors. Tlie author of the 
advertisement to the Poems of 1735, 
probably Svdft himself, wrote that 
'Our intentions were to print the 
poems according to the time they were 
writ in; but we could not do it so exactly 
as we desired, because we could never 
get the least satisfaction in (hat or many 
other circumstances from the supposed 
author." Rogers estimates that he has 


this, r would argue for even greater 
modernization or the text. 


Perhaps the most important con- ... , , 

tributions, however lie in the back proverbs, the "Irish" rhymes that 
matter of Rogers's edition, especially surface in his later poetry, and what he 
in his judKtous headnotes, the calls “generic transfers", where diction 
annotation, and the biographical appropriate to one kind of poetry Ghe 
dictionary. In a sense these features pastoral, for instance) is exploiteo in 


centuiy; and Pope, Gay, and Prior 
among his contemporaries. Rogers 
also paints out Swift's frequent use of 
proverbs, the “Irish" rhymes that 


dictionary. In a sense these features 
bear out Joseph Watton's comment 
that Swift was not a “pure" poet, for 
they emphasize the intricate bio- 
graphical contexts in which many of the 
poems were written. In an essay of 
1970 that has frequently been quoted 
by more recent critics, Maurice 


the appropriate context of a lampoon 
or nignl-piece. 

“The verbal texture of Swift's poetry 
is more dense and richly fraught than 
was once supposed", Rogers aiws; 
“it Is the job or a modem editor to Keep 
up with our new critical awareness, and 
to give concrete evidence of these 


0»uicin»(sausiaciionmiiiaiormany by more recent critics, Maurice up with our new criticai awareness, and 
other circumstances from the supposed Johnson wonders “whether the special to give concrete evidence of these 
author. Rogere estimates that he has quality of Swift's poems may not work poetic resources actually in play." 
been able to adjust the da^ of roughly tlirough his own biographical Perhaps it Is not hyperbolic to say (fiat 
10 per cent of the jMems in Williams^ presence. ... As much as for any poet Rogers has begun to open up for 
edition, and this is a healthy of his day, his own identity and his Swift's poetry the intricately allusive 
improvement. But even if dates for ooetrv seem inseparable." Roeers's subtexts that Rooer Lonsdale revealed 


many of the Mems remain relatively 
soft, it would have been helpful to have 
had them printed with the texts of the 

e oems as well asin the headnotes at the 
ack of the volume. 

Just as questionable, I think, is 
Rogers's decision to print Swift's own 
notes to his poems within the 


texts. Ihis policy even seems at odds 
with one of the principles of mod- 
ernization that governs the edition as a 


poetry seem inseparable.' 


and his 
Rogers's 


ample introductions to each poem - as 
wen as his forty-page biographical 
supplement - should make this 
presence even more accessible. As 
Rogers wittily remarks, “in such areas, 
if this edition does not make a 
substantial advance on its pre- 
decessors, it can only be through 


the editor" - and this is surely not llie 
case here. 


enuzation that governs the edition as a Tlie nature of Swift's allusions also 
whole: "to provide the reader with the emerges more clearly in this edition, 
kind of signals he or she would have These allusions have posed a thorny 
receivedasacontemporajyofSwift's". pr^lem in recent critical studies, and 
Surely these notes constitute an it might in fact be argued that this haa 
important signal for readers today as become as central an issue as the 


received as a con temporary of Swift 's". 
Surely these notes constitute an 
important signal for readers today as 
well as for Smft's contemporaries; they 
are certainly more revealing than many 
of .the “unintelligible archaisms in 
presentation" that Rogers wisely 
eschews. 

The question of modernization is 
always tricky, and it is possible that 
some sdiolars will wish to quote from 
Williams's old-spelling text while 
keeping an eye on the variants 
introduced in Rogers's edition. Rogers 
assures us, however, that be has not 
attempted “to turn Swift Into an 
honorary twentieth-century poet, even 

It ik.., J kl. 


lingering questions about the speaker’s 
voice or Swift's attitudes toward sex. 
Allusion is the subject of Schakel’s 
study, and is the starting point in Jaffe'a 
book as well. Both of these critics, 
however, define Swift’s use of allusion 
in a rather narrow way: Schakel argues 
that Swift was rarely subtle In his 
allusions, and he therefore focuses on 
"explicit or repeated ailusions, not on 
references to classical figures or 
quotations from literary works used in 
passing as decoration or as a irieans 
of expression". And Jaffe, 'who 


ffW of' Swiffs verse, especially 
Faulkner’s collection of 1735. 

k£l IV^gfin's . new edition wisely 
pupto tte work of both Williams 
2l!!S«vibut nevertheless differs 
JJ^.wclr,.c611eclions in, several 
"gfd ways. In keeping with the 
2*% of the Penguin/Yale series, 
re eoitloQ .prints p modernized 
""l.Qipellirig, in the use of capitals 


on the other hqnd, devoted one 
hundred pages to these poems and to 
headnotes assessing their authenticity. 
A more thorough discussion here 
would have been useful. Doubtful 
pofitis that have been retained in this 
edition are designated by an asterisk in 
the table of contents, but no such signal 
has been Included with the lexis 


If that were possible'^ and his OTP?.'®* aUuslw jratewes 

preference for contemporary puno- '*'‘th Pope s, believes that Readers 
tuatlon is tied to this principle: But who listen to Swift’s clues will pus 
even here there are oKasioiial lightlyoverma lereo form and i^tric 
problems, for some of the punctuation . undirapHned^ tendency to let 
retained in this edition works at cross allusions burgeon, 
purposes with the modernized spelling,. The issue is nn intricate one, and 
capitalization, and ItaDcs. Here is an mgde all the more rhurl^ , by Swift's 
example from the. first stanza of the ovvm pronouncenient in 'tne ."Verses" 
first ^oem in this edition, the "Ode to that “To.steal a hint was never known,/ 
theffing": But what he writ was all his own”, 

Whar M 0 rile poet^ humbte pndM? ; wH*ch is itself a bonovnng (u i^bef 
' Vftiat oan the poet’s humble bays? : , add Rogers pofnt out) front Denham^s 
jWe poets oft' our bays Sllbw. . ele^ on Oowley. RogeiS's an'notalioh 

Trabslated to the hero's brow) reveals fqr the first time, however. 

Add to the victor’s happiness? both the breadth of Swift'S altuZions 


Rogers has begun to open up for 
Swift's poetry the intricately allusive 
subtexts that Roger Lonsdale revealed 
in the poeliy of CoJJins and Gray. The 
profitable attention paid to allusions, 
quotations, and direct references to 
other works has been combined with a 
thorou^ attempt to cross-reference 
common images and sentimentswithjn 
Swift's own poems aiid to point out 
significant parallels in Iris other works, 
such as the Polite Conversation, 
Rogers also includes an iiUeresiing 
note on rhyme and rhythm, whicn 
indicates the relative frequency nnd 
length of poems written during 
different stages in the poet's career, 

fn a (one appropriate to any careful 
editor’s task - and perhaps especially 
suitable to the editor of Swift - Rogers 
notes at the beginning that his edition 
cannot claim to be either final or 
definitive. Corroboration of this 
statement can already be found in the 
work of other scholars. In semrate 
essays, Aubrey Williams and James 
Woolley have presented more 
conclusive evidence that *‘A Panegyric 
on the Reverend Dean Swift" (\^ich 
Rogers prints with an asterisk) was 
actually written by James Arbtickle. 
To his credit, however, Rt^eis's 
treatment of this poem is charac- 
terisllcally cautious. His headnote 
contains a clear and concise account of 
the questions at issue, and his 
conclusion is far from dogmatic: “In 
my judgement it is more probable that 
Arbuclde was the author; but in the 
absence of decisive evidence to rebut 
the ascription, the poem is included as 
apossible item in the authentic canon. 

Tfoctunl thickets such as these have 

f irovoked Jkogers to suggest that, even 
n the wake ofr Williams’s magisteriaJ 


reveals fqr the first time, however, 
both, the breadth of Swift's olt^qns 


Surely the modem leader wiU find the and hls moie trdditiOhai davoilbn to h 
question marks at the dose of (hiree core' pf classical arid riibdern authors: 
first two lines needlessly ihterniptive, Latin poetry, -especially .Virgil and 
and perhaps more obtrusive than.otber Ovid; an even division betweeb the old 
quirks Introduced by the eighteenth- anc| new books of the Bible; Milton, 
century printing house, in cases such as Butler, and Cowley from the preceding 


Rogers'a. volume, represents ah ad- 
mirable attempt to clear yet' more 
ground, .especially in its close scrutiny 
of the contextual undergrowth ' of 
Swift's poehy. This edition should, 
ensure inat i|ie ^et Swift is both read 
riiore widely and uiideriitood more . 
clearly than he has been so far. 


file self^consuming artifieer 


Nnttall 

♦ • • 

i**^UAHHARI^ : 

Represehtationa 

(iJJSdf m Oeojge 


case always his.- The speaker of the but there is an important dlfferena. 
Doem finds himself excluded and in the Hannan carefully distinguishes what 
fourth line presses for re-admission, the poem says tom what the ^m 


Press. 

' •' 

Herbert’s 
Dedication:: 
tbemadives to 

^ ifbr from Iheb they 

itilL- i- 


ihein aiid ihci 
\ ;'^H*.^d?e,who 8hijI sing .best thy 

prmei' 

'-•'refrain.. 

tells us 
ipoem's' to 
word,. “Loltd". 

. theii: the'act of, 

' colUp;ses 

be 


fourth line presses for re-admission, 
with the strange proposal that he be 
allowed to compete in devotion with 
the' poems themselves. . Thus .- the 
Dedication, as It 'unfolds„tunis out to 
be no dedication but rather a ^ayer. 
Yet generations of literate readers, if 
a^ed ‘To whom did Herbert dedicate 
The TempleT would answer, To 
God”, 

Barbara Leah Harman, ' -In her 
siibtle, exdtirig book, ihows how the 

elimliiation of ,the spMker Md the 

collapse of Us proffered acl of 
devotion is re-enact^, 


UUi lllvl© lo ms usapws«M*«* • 

Hannan carefully distinguishes what 
the poem says tom what the poem 
actually does. When people commit 
suidde (bey cease to exut; when a 
devotional Mem- , enacts Its own 
peculiar kind of pious suicide, the 
enactment itself remains, Despite their 
self-destructive force, the "Jordan" 
poems , are allowed to stand in ne 
Temole. Harman suggests that Fish 


"Jordan” pobriis teach us to 
hot just otnef kindrf of f “j 

voiv literary arts on which they, as 
SiMci 7 ‘Tlie C6llar"^.ebrat« a 
Sream of sepwate, 

then relinquishes the dream. The 
PUsrimage^ seems at first to employ 
Se and^t Christian 

recognize in MaHinpan s cob P g 

Do'ems'- a version of j, the jeir 

mSLlng of Sftuiley 


lemuw, iiaiiiiM* ■‘•BBr*’— . V L — 

osdilates between a general theoiY, 
according to which all poems are self- 
consuming as they burn out in me 
leader's mind,' and: the analysis of a 
theological ' tradition of - human 

Incapacity M 

evidently foW the tra^iioh whHe 
others do: not). The e^t of the 
distliietion is paradoxfcafly to remind 
us Of the sfrahM perinanence of 
poeiiis. Even 

^t re^y collapse at all. Rather,' they 
“embody > diWbodiinent" and 

obstinately impress dh us the *seir 

whose dissolution they record. . 

Harman’s “materialist" use against 
Fish Is that he forgeu dr heglects the 
•Sieef fact df the Pd^vPP* W 
presentUgthiscaM.mlght h^^ ^0 

Admit Herbert. the. auiltor to 

' alonjwde Hybmt . |hd 

speaker. Thus^S tiib. pedication' 


Herbert the speaker finds that h'e 
cannot give -his poems to God, but 
. Herbert the author, who stoge- 
ituuiagu the 'whole ' ' operation, 
nevertheless prints (he poem and calls 
it a Dedication. Herbert thd Speaker iS 
dissolved but Herben the author must 
survive to supervise the dissolution. 
Inside (he nction- God' dissolves; 
outside, the author conducts the entire 
pro'etiss. : Now if we suppose : for a 
moriient that Herbert -the author 
. believed the theology expressed wftfiin 
the Poems, we havea very odd state of 
affairs indeed. Harman sticks firmly to 
the speaker and avoids any talk of the 
author; this selMmposod restriction to 
some extent prevents her from noticing 
oertairt immense questions, implied by 
her admirable analysis. 

Ahglicanisni In Herbert's time had 
consciously ' reacted against (iie 
austerities of Calviri and .Luther, 
Church furnishing and Enhlish literary 
style might properly' be "beatitified^' 
once, more, for the Bible itself was 
beadtiftll. Y6( the central doiiffrirtbs qf 
Augustine and Calvin did riot die: nutn 
is wally depraved, and can do rioUiini! 


But in trath the radical theology was 
always potentially fatal to the less 
radical. If man is depraved then human 
poetry is likewise depraved. It Is as if 
Herbert the author, is a relativelv 


erbert. the author, is a relatively 
relaxed Anglican While Herbert the 
speaker in the poems is often a radicol 
Protestant. Ms Hannan says that in 


that ; me . two . doctrines. 'Were 
compatible; .since .the Hrei :dqalt wit $ 
lfte^enliais,Uib second wilhessetifials: 


"Jordan II" “Christ really Interrupts". 
“Really" is a much abused word. Christ 
interrupts Herbert the speaker but the 
Interruption was scripted hy Herbert 
(ftd author. Herbert may really have 
believed that man- should repent his 
own efforts to "improve'* the word of 
God. But What in that case must he 
linve thought of one who turned God's 
very prerogative to correct such 
Impulses into distinctive (Herbertian) 
poetry? 

.Landscape,, by Cdrole 
{Fabncant, - referred ..to above, by* 
Richard Wendorf, has recently been, 
pubilsbed. jSlSpp, Johns Fiopkiris 
Uiiiyersity Press. £20.- 0 8018 2^1 3). 
Fiofemif Fabricant 's aim is “to re- 
construct and explore the significance 
of , -Swift's landscape, by which;! 
trieaq bo.th (he Mtiuil features' of his', 
physical., aurroundinfe. . :and , .the 
IdlosyncrfitiQ.'highly distinctive wAy iiri 
whicn'<he per^ivecT them ; 
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Visibly deranged 


George Steiner 

TnoMAB Bernhard 

Wlllgenstclns NcfTe: Eine 
Frcundschafi 


Thomas Bernhard's stock-in-trade is 
loathing. The object orthis unrelenting 
loathing is “Austria". One puts Che 


child-molester and the assassin (the blows the reader crumble. Taken 

world of Musil‘s Moosbrug^er, and of together, these stylistic 

the sado-masochistic Austna-Hungary and the obvious integntjrof Bernhard s 


articulate perceptions of the kind agonizing compromise with ■ 
glossed over by the master’s Oxbridge fundamental strategy of abstention d 
acolytes. In several of Bachmann’s “non-saying”. In this persDectiw 
stones Wittgenstein’s essential mys- suggests Bernhard, Paul 

ticism, and the pathologies of eros was, very possibly the “greater ofS 
which seem to liave generated both his two. He would not complete the bo(5 
asceticism and the strain in him of which he beun, though there w* 
unconsciously (?) histrionic violence, magic in it. He would not entnatto 
are acutely realized. Published in 1975, paper or the betrayals of commoe 
Korrektur is not only Bernhard’s discourse the truths which he had coa- 
masterpiece, and one of the great upon .His terrible infirmities were tl» 


of Musil’s young Tdrlcss, lies near to 
hand). The harried, essentially autistic 
dwellers in the dank forests of 
Bernhard’s Stelermark - the region in 
which the writer himself has chosen to 
base his hermetic existence - are 
mildewed with infirmity, incest and 
mental retardation. But. all these 
humiliated and damned creatures are 
infinitely preferable to the physicians 


="!n“q«o.Slon wta "■o™™ th™ ||« 

Benihard-s Austria is compounded 


outlook - on the objects of his 
detestation as well as on the act of 
writing itself - invited comparison with 
Kafka. The major Austrian ' and 
(jerman literary prizes were duly 
bestowed. A secondary critical and 
exegetical literature be^n to appear. 
It looked very much as if Bernhard 
would be the dominant figure in 
“Central European" fiction and in the 
further development of German prose. 


Dynasts of Saxony 


F. R. H. Du Boulay 


learning which is sensed but not 
□araded. 


masterpiece, ana one or me great 
novels in post-wnr European literature 
(at the Iasi count, me American 
English-language edition had sold a 
total of some fifty copies), but the most 


uemnara s /tusinu » whiuumhucu j — pv u""- ; ' i:h«-»cif.aane tuhn Disgust, however, isshortofbreath. convincing “reading wc nave ui 
both of closely observed historical- There iiave been m literature virtuosos vvitjgenstein's persona. So insistent is 

social reality, and of private spin fatuous, self-serving hypothecs qj hatred, such as Dante, Dostoevsky nen5.-,H’s insieht that we come to 

fanlaaticalioni! Tile Austria of ouj of. and Proust. But where hatred is a experience in “feoithamer” what may 


we have 


faniastications The Austria of out oi irrcmeaiBoic aujccuun. and proust. But wnere nairea is a 

VmtdriffL of Kalhverk. of major dynamism - in Dante’s 

Ainras, of Waiten, of Midland in Stilfs predeceswr - . J®® treatment of certain of his adwrsanes ^ 

and a dozen other short novels and powers that be with cpmMrable g^ona the damned, in Dostoevsky’s J.T 


nmras, VI rrtuKu, VI irnuiuni* III i . , . — - 

and a dozen other short novels and powers that be with coraMjable the damned, in Dostoevsky s 

stories is the very heartland of the nausea. Ps^rchlainsts, in parti^cular, are polemic against godless meliorism, in 
Kmin. of lhem^^^ depicted tftne and again as the myope g^ust’s wmplfx self-hatred and 

complacently sadistic and moronic in lormentorsofman.Insnort.inereisno representation of “the cities of the 


complacently sadistic and moronic in 
modern man. It is inhabited by ex- 
.Nazis, only too eager to foivet their 
sometime indiscretions, by oily 
bourgeois steeped In self-con- 
gratulatory philistinism and snobbery 
of men and women of field and forest, 
of sodden valleys and fanged 
mountains who are little better than 
beasts, but beasts cancerous with 
human cunning, avarice and cruelty. It 
is the land of “the cellar", of the 
homicfdalEy claustrophobic air-raid 
shelters in Salzburg in which Thomas 
Bernhard lived out me nightmare of his 
childhood. It is the ludicrous rump of 
an empire withering under that 


need of a transcendent hell; we have 
“Austria" here and now. 

Bernhard established his singular 
vision and compelling mannerisms 
ri^t from the start. There is a 
“Thomas Bernhard geography’’, a 
narrative cadence, unmistakable in 
even the earliest stories and fully 
organized by the time of the Kalkwerk 
and i4mnis. Dialogue is almost always 
internalized within the “objective” 
narration; the effect is simultaneously 
one of stifled ghostliness and of 
complete authority. The very long 
paragraphs of the early fables have 
expanded into iingle, seamless blocks 
{mttgensttins Ne^ consists of one 


purposes of tourism and self-esteem, 
on the ghosts of those great men 
whom, in their lifetimes, it execrated, 
pauperized or simply drove out - 


Mozart, Mahler, Freud, Schoenberg, 
Alban Berg, Kokoschka, Kraus and so 
many more. 

Bernhard’s fictions and plays turn 
again and agala to the criminal, the 


mentary concession or ironic coun- 
terpoint to a deliberately exhausting, 
monomaniacal pressure of voice and 
meaning. Like Kleist before him, 
Thomas Bernhard is a master of 
repetition, of accelerating monotone. 
This scomer of rhetoric is a formidable 
rhetorician under whose anaphoric 


plain” - counter-currents of at least 
equal, breadth are generated. A 
compensatory heaven, a politics of 
love, a celebration of art, are offered in 
denial or, at the least, correction of 
hatred. In Swift and (:^line, we can 
oburve how nausea becomes so 
strident,' so all-mastering, that it bends 
the imagination out oT shape. The 
fiction withers into the pamphlet. 

Since the mid-1970s, Bernhard has 
been repeating, indeed very nearly 
parodying, himself. The doomed 
landscapes, the motift of abjection, the 
burrows in which first-person narrators 
go to maddened ground, the rage 
^inst a society, a world-order past 
(rad's mercy - all these have turned 
predictable and mechanical. It is as if 
the trap which Bernhard had con- 
structed for our complacencies and our 
forgetting had closed on its maker. 

l\vo literary sensibilities of the first 
rank have bebn spellbound by the life 
and style of Wittgenstein: Ingeborg 
Bachmann and Tnomas Bernhard. 
Both have felt and been able to 


well have been the actual proceedings, 
the motions of spirit, in the early 
"Austrian”, “late-’ or “post-Jewish*’ 
mathematician-engineer and author of 
the Traclatits. 

Wittgenstein's nephew Paul was 
born in 1907. Closely following the 
pattern set by his illustrious uncle, he 
studied matnematics and immersed 
himself in music. Precisely like 
Ludwig, Paul Wittgenstein gave away 
to friends, chance acquaintances and 


which he began, though there % 
magic in it. He would not entrust to 
paper or the betrayals of comm* 
discourse the truths which he had coS 
upon .His terrible infirmities were the 
necessary and sufficient proofs of hk 
apprehensions. Hence Bemhudi 
central chiasmus: 

The one, Ludwig, was perhaps 
philosophical; the other, Paul, wu 
perhaps crazier. But it may be iba 
we only believe the one Wiiige«teiD 
to have been a philosopher Wm 
he made public his philosop^ sod 
not his derangement, whereas m 
believe the other, Paul, to have beta 
mad only because he suppres^sod 
did not publish his philosophy bot 
made visible his derangement. 

There are inspired pages in lU 
memoir. Bernhard communicates Paol 
Wittgenstein’s elusive charm, tbe 
scrupulous elegance of his maniKn 
even in destitution. He makesiu 
directly the deep relations to imisieia 


the needy his ample share of the family Paul’s thought and being, There ik 
fortune. Starting from his thirty-fifth oases in the narrative: a woii^rfallj 
year, Paul suffered nervous ludicrous peregrination across miiebol 
breakdowns of deepening .severity. Austiiainpureuitof7?ie7)>naandU 
Abandoned by almost his entire family Monde, toere being no Ausuiu 
and sometime circle, reduced to nevrapaper which would leave na< 
economic misire, he alternated sullied or underaeaned the mind and 
betwMn spells in psychiatric wards and gooi of a firee humanist. The coSe^ 
marginal survival in Vienna. Bernhard houses of Vienna are poigDaoil; 
met Paul when he himself lay evoked. 

convalescing In a Mnatonum after an Bemhatd’s ob»ssu»! it 


appalling operation for the removal of pemtia 

a tumour m his chest (an operation agwn yinilent. 


Doctors, nir 


Less than coherent 


a tumour in his chest (an operation 

from which he had hardly been Kyj5.*®*?** « ihl « 

expected to recover). Bernhard lay in 

the pavilion of the moribund; Paii in ordure. To be aw^ed a 
that of the deranged. The shadow of literary prize by the AuiM 
death met that of madness in the no- goyenunent, to accept 
man’s land between the two wings of public wremo^ in Vienna 
the hospital. Bernhard found in Berngard’s aewunt is 
Wittgenstein’s nephew one of the very autobiographical) r ^ 

few human beina whose estrangement f ^ J 

from “Austria, whose fastidious 
addiction to verity, whose mental and *<> 


K.J. Lbyser 

f^djhbouri WO-izsu 

iMpp. Hambledon Press, 35 

ffiesler Avenue, London NWl. 
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TVee years after the appearance of his 
briilianl study of Ottoman Saxony, 
t i Levser presents us with another 
t e which revolves about the same 
theme. Tbis is not the sustained sequel 
-ebooed for but a collection of articles 
mdftSys published over the past two 
S^es. together with two reflective 
feiures not hitherto printed in full. 

Tbe problem of collecting papers is 
always to impose a unified direction of 
ihwshL With disanning modesty Mr 
LMcr remarks of the pieces here 
collected, “there Is, to my astonishment, 

I ttriain thematic iransislency and 
coherence about them." 

He is right In two ways. The first is 
stylistic, Although the essays were 
vfjKCJi for different kinds of audience, 
from the exacting scrutineere of 
kimed journals to the civilized 
eeoeralists of Radio 3, the pro$e keeps 
h even, dear flow. Leyser does not 
talk up or down. His details and 
mwtated work always- add 
sttculBlive stimulus, wiule his more 
%inlar" lectures spring from a 


paraded. 

The second source of coherence is 
that these papers are rooted in Lej^er’s 
chosen heartland of Saxony. This is. of 
course, before the fragmentations of 
the later medieval period made 
“Saxony" multiple and mobile. 
Leyser’s Saxony is the stem-land of a 
dynasty which began in the tenth ' 
century to rule and order much of the 
north Oerman plain. The book glances 
forther afield, to. Byzantium and to 
England, to make comparisons and 
connections, but always returns to 
base. 

Three of the papers are of 
outstanding importance: on Henry 1 
(d 936) and the beginning of the Saxon 
“empire"; on Ottonian government 
(tenth century); and on the German 
aristocracy from the ninth to the early 
twelfth century. In these papers Leyser 
explains Saxon military dominance, 
which was celebrated with exultation 
by Widukind, a tenth-century monk of 
Corvey on the upper Weser, but is here 
examined more deeply by Leyser 
himself from the documents of Corvey 
and other centres. A hundred years 
before Widukind, Saxon military 
stan^ng had not been high. Good 
horses were scarce, and. the combat 
skills of the Franks had not yet been 
matched on the Elbe. But times were 
changing rapidly. It is of absorbing 
interest that similar changes were 
occurring in the tenth and early 
eleventh century elsewhere too m 
northern Europe. The land began to be 
ruled by families which can be traced 


from generation to generation and 
identified by their place of residence 
and their tenure of the high offices of 
count and duke. Before that date 
historians . cannot trace dynastic 
continuity because the structure of 
families was different, not because the 
sources are poorer. Aristocracies had 


True, these could be plundered, even 
by the king, to fund tnc improvement 
and drive of Saxon armies. But in these 


been made up of very large family ^ 

S , amoiTphous but conscious or ^ 
y deriving from ancestors who ^ 
might be either male or female. Only ® 
later, from the tenth century, did the ^ 
enforcement of a more masculine, | 
primogeniiary succession briM into > 
Being the dynasty, named after its I 
castle(s) and endowed from father to ' 
son with the same patrimonial ' 
lordships. Recently, the same 
development has been described by 
Andrew Lewis for early Capelian 
France and by David Bate for 
Normandy before its conquest of 
England. 

The consequences of such family 
changes were far-reaching, and they 
were in the exact sense political, as 
they were intended to be. Readers 
should not start back in disgust with 
cries of "Annnllsme", for this is the 
stuff of political history. In the first 
place, vast regions (“slem-duchics’’, 
r^na) could oe held together by 
dynasts journeying from place to place. 
Tteasure and rents could be collected 
fiom subject-peoples and used to 
maintain and train warriors in their 
garrisons. Palaces and cathedrals could 
be built to receive the kings, and large 
church- estates created to perpetuate 
I land in the ruling families’ possession. 


ways a new, royal, noble, aggressive 
ana landed society was created. 

As the reality sinks home, the 
historian may be^in to undcrstanil 


Christianity was its physical violence. 
In 1107 the margrave (Jlakar of Styria 
wanted to form a Benedictjne 
monastery out of a clerical institution 
he possessed. Some of the clerks were 
his serfs, ami he forced them to become 
monks. "You arc mine and so you must 
agree with me and obey my will in 


better tlie rcformmg papacy of the everything". Consent was gamea by 
eleventh century, the “overwhelming beating. (Students of later medieval 
sense of mission, and frightening Germanymightaddthatthiscurrenlof 
:i..» , 1 ,., liiiln i^unliitinnnrv .ri^lMoa HSrl nnt (tKannear. Provincial 


severity" of the little revolutionary 
who became Pope Gregory. VII, and to 
see why he insisted that the church, 
lands and all, was not siimily the 
private possession of Teutonic 
aristocrats. Leyser discusses this too, m 
a paper on “The polemics of papal 
revofotion’’. He suggests that Gregory 
VII never thought out a rounded 

theory of secuinrgovernment and drew 

distinctions between good and evil 
rulers rather than dwell abstractly 
upon the nature of authority. 

Three slighter essays move us on into 
the twelfth century, but they give n 
good opportunity to watch the 
comininming of old iind new at that 
period oT even swifter transfonnation. 
Men seemed then to bc-living in two 


hieratic one of relies ami touchings, 
which focused the' worship of 
nobleman and peasant alike. Lcyscr 
observes (hat the collcclion and cultus 
of relics played a part both in 
converting (be Saxons from their 
tenacious lieathenism and in attracting 
the Ottonian kings to Rome, where so 


tie Ottonian kings to Rome, wncrc so 
real a wealth of relics was to be bad. 


violence did not disappear. Provincial 
councils look note that lords in their 
castles might compel their chaplains 
with the wmip, even in matters of the 
confessional.) 

On the other hand, the twelfth 
century, with its growing literacy and 
openness to southern literatures, saw a 
new Individualism which included a 
taste for the anecdote, scurrilous as 
well as moral. The devil was no longer 
allowed the best jokes, and even kings 
were sometimes viewed with a cynical 
eye. Nor was this confined to reiaiivcly 
secure France, where Louis VII was 
reported as saying "here we have only 
bread, wine and joy”. The German, 
too, in the person of Barbarossa, was 
shown securing the enjoyment of 
territory (the Mathildfne lands In 
Tuscany) by great duplicily. Tlie talc 
comes from Romuald of Salerno, und it 
• is u very different thing from the 
transcencicntal reverence of Carol- 
I ingians like Einhard. 

Mr Lcyscr looks forward to ’“^thc 
1 continuous and balanced history" of 
) this period which is so badly needed. 


another side of this more pnmitive will answer 


\Ve can only echo his plea and hope he 
wilt answer it himsclL 


Textual communities 


autobioHaphicai)istoso1ace,foIl*wt | 

those hypocritic^ fools who, ia kto I Marjorie Chibnali 


“:"i* ;■ ; -i '• ,i”i; . 

DOROimjAMBS 

George Bfldiaer's *Danlons Tdd’: A 
I^appraisal 

136pp. Modern Humanities Research 
Association. £13.50. 

Dantons Tod is a classic of the German 
theatre (the recent fine National 
Theatre production will have given 
English audiences some idea why); 
and as tha earthy; often obsedne, 
broodijigly pessimistic and in every 
way provocative work of a doomed 
young man,' it Is a quintessentially 
^modern’* literary classic top. But 
classics, even when as unsettling as this 
one* eventually generate a kind of 
{defy which leads to decreased critical 
attentiveness. Interpretative thought 
' flows in set- -channels, or stagnates 
altogether. 

' Dorothy James’s bp6k is calculated 
. to stir the stagnant walets. Against 
cilfics who seize on a rin^e line In the 

a -political comrtiitment'or'pcilltlcBt' 
lusiph , an obsession with history or 
a tuming-awgy froni its problems into 
' ^exiatennar privuy-: she takes on 'the 


>utionwaa 


emerges how piecemeal and selective Her conclusion is that Bfichner is, 
Bhehner’s method of oomjraution was ' above all, working out his urgent con- 
as he arranged his htetbncal mosaic^ . cents, personal and aenualr-thro^ 
and how extensively historical sayings the mratum of his first , drama. Ine 


Her conclusion is that Bfichner is, 
above all, working out his urgent con- 


and ideas were given art emphasis and 
import all his own. For example, 
Rooespierre’s “virtue’* becomes ex- 
clusively sexual id meaning, which- 
allows Bfichner to set up a 
temperamental conflict with the 
(equally unhistorlcal) active liber- 
tinism of Danton's last days. 

This kind of thing is hardly a 
surprise, given what we know about 
mjters genpraliy. and . their way with 
history, ^ut piety has always taken 
Bfkchner, on his own word, as the one 
dramatist fiercely faithful to his sources 
- forgetting that his claim is made in a 
letter to his shockedparents defending 
the language of his . revolutionary 
bandits as no worse than it should be. 
That greatly moderates BQchner’s, 


“distinct strands of thought cannot be, 


This autobiographical memoir re- 
counts the progress of their reciprocal 
trust and Paul Wittgenstein’s last 
yean, bver and over, Wittgensteins 
fieffe argues a calm paradox: mere are 
dedsivelevels on which we must learn 


official recognition. The maopeu « ■ 
a Paul Wmgenstein is “J 
hofiness when it is comparw 


rationallt) 


twentleth-cetio) 

.ItAtrMlmDOeTt' 


run together without contradiction”, aeiesiauuu u, 

the ideas "overwhelm” the characters' greatness, the Wittgenstem^ 

and Bilchner eventually gives up the ^8“6«8We. Cudwigs outward takes out on Paul -who is hripec 
attempt to create wfiofiy coherent behaviour was frequently as bizarre, m Vienna - the (secret) 
dramaUc figures. She se^ Monr ‘‘deranged” (m the eyes of common- harbours for, Ludwig wd W 
Tod as essentiaUy the first draft - posthumous glory. 

powerful, vital, but impeifoct - of a ^9,“™ .S® a* ika ..iniA nf this monody, 

work the author never h^ a chance to- fellowship resi^d Ludwig from tfie the close ^ 

rtvise menace of "mental treatment” or a reader cries out tor au. ^ ^ 

life of rural isolation, whereas Paul was is Thppias Bernhard i mtw - ^ 
Some vnll reject this account simply delivered info the sadistic and moronic the fulfilment of tni* s»a gj 
because it is genetic, and damaj^ng to a "care" of the mychlatrists. Ludwig destructive of a great wnwr. " 
classic. But that would be to brush articulated his ^philosophy”, if it is great Is shown, onre agam. L 


meaitingfolU the sole 

of the abjections of^wpitatlw ® 

"Austrian’* matenalism. ja J : j'J*'’ 

dOtestatios of inteUecftial and S I S. 


drS VrS: She s^^s ointo^ "deranged” (in the eyes of common- 
Tod ax eufntiaUv the first draft - sense mundamtt) as was Paul s.Luck 


oajuio Ttau VJiio mvm/wiao aaaii^aj 

because it is genetic , and damagiiu to a 
classic. But that would be to brush 


uncomfortably' acute airguinent under that, as it were in spite of himself. Each 
the carpet. This Is good genetic of his rare publications was an 
criticism of a kind that should be 


At the close of thb monody. ^ 
reader cries out for aj. 

Is Thomas Bernhard i 

the fulfilment of thli a^uShS 

destructive of a great ^ ibe 

great Is shown,^ once again. ^ 

momoitary shafte 

intimacy in this accusing epitapn- 


listened to: it does not set out from the 
first to unpick a finished work of art, 


himpeoed”. And .even if that were 

t^n at.foc« value, it is re^ elements with which (he dramatist was 

how few CTitim- have asked.^with itruggliiig. Even those who do riot Cc 

agree that Danton Is an incoherent — . 
authentic .Danton ttuldtiso be the recognize more clearly than He 

glooiny philosophy we see, ok b&ore that th^ is a problem, and 

thS foust certainly .see that the old trick of Dai 
a character as -ooherent 159 
be- U' inconsistent (“hqw. 1 4' 

S human , ^*0 is a feeble evasion; for , 

SS,!Si unless We have a target of eoherericc^ . 

4 - ‘ for the dramwist to5it:oV mia*i oiir -Ah 

Fewu.kUll haVo 'asked the further .-.prdse meahs-as-Uttle asbur bla^ pit 


Zivilcourageous 


Colin Rum 

Hblga Schubert 

Das VerboteM Zimmer. • 

lS9pp. Darmstadt: Luchtertian'd. 
1 4rf:8d556 3 : V ‘ 


found, and writsra 
invited in a group tt 
lui^ with a so-called mgn 7 

person". to ii»< 

The authort 

"forbiddeq rObm" of West ^ 
to- the Soviet Union 
material Sot 


BniN Stock 

Tk bmlkatlons of Literacy: 

Language and Mooels of 
Iqtfrpretation in the Eleventh and 
TWelhljileoturies . 

fMpp.' Guildford: Princeton 
Uuversily Press, £38.^. 
fl»105368 S.: 

h u inaugural lecture delivered half 4 
cfntury ago^ Eileen Power referred to 
ilK need, to which Rnthropologists, 
Jociobgists, economists and historians 
wre all alive,, for an integration 
« their iabo.uris, based ppqn a 

o»Qprehension of each other’s objects, 
^Pfo^ea and nrethodL Vnille hlsto^ 
.Ijw have certainly worked more 
twy with economists In the past fifty 

yHn, many of them are still a very long 

"y from integrating tlieir studies with 
iliMeot the other two disciplines., The 
^lUiiveness has not been onC-slded; 
BBny theorists in the social sciences 
we been equally determined to go 
tseirowTiways. So a detailed, schoiany 
of the Implications of literacy in 
w eleventh and twelfth centuries, 
- 'puch makes use 'of various inter-i 

rfib4l.4iiu f -£r-_ 


The result is illuminating and not at 
all anachronistic. Medieval thinken, 
who had inherited rertain philo- 
sophical assumptions in , the works 
of the Fathers and only the elementary 
tools for explaining them in the logical 
and grammatical treatises of antiquity, 
had a difficult task in attempting 
to build up tentative systems of 
philosophy and theology. Even though, 
os Stock stresses, finding out 
about the world was to some of “tern 
“tantamount to reconstructing Plato a 
inner meaning”, the , problems were 
approached in many individual ways. 
One' important aspect of learaed 
thought in this period is the vwieiy of 
solu&ns oifcrcd. The iritcrtctlons of 
these new arid often conflicwg idew 
on society have an interest that would 
be lost by a linear inleroretation of a 

traditional ,‘?rSo1 

with tracing the dominant trends ot 

thought. 

In examining the fan». depth and 
oermanence o^iteracy, Stock uses the 
tMhniquos of both historians pnd soaal 
ISisUi His interpretation of 
Wstorical sources mves a 
to "texts”, conceived in a pa^icijar 

way. They do not exactly correspond to 


any type of document; to be valid thev 
require logically coherent reasoning. A 
text can, in origin, be structured 
discourse, spoken ^oud. In some 
literate groups it may be so familiar and 
accepted that a Written text is 
superfluous; but disagreement or 
mKunderstanding makes writing 
indispensable. In this interpretation 
the Rule of St Benedict can be 
regarded as a text; likewise the whole 
Bible or a part of itj likewse a Irearise 
such as Anselm’s Monologion, which 
began in his mind as a “merital text 
and ultimately gave rise te a wntien 
one. The contrast between Lanfranc 
and Berepgar is essentisJiy.^mat 
'L^fra'ric would limit, foe fooctipn of 
philosopliy "to foe^eiiplJcallon of a;: 
Sven text in accord with traditional 
teaching”; Beren^ saw, a role for 
new interpretations as mdependeni 
texts”. 

If this concept is applied to symbol 
and ritual, a distinction can be made 


ana muai, « uia,uiw..w.^ ^ -- 
between primitive, oral rltualisiri and 
the rational, interprcuilve approach of 
some eleventh and- twelftn-century 
writes fo the same riles and symbols. , 
Aealri; if texts are examined m their 
s(Sal context, the various groups, 
including heretical groups, that were 


held together by their use of particular 
texts “both to structure the internal 
behaviour of the groups' members and 
to provide solidarity against the 
outside world” can be cateaonzed as 
“textual communities' . Invcstigat- 
ing the history of some of these 
conununitles uluslrates the ways 
in which, even when literacy was 
confined to a very small proportion of 
the population, literole, illiterate and 
semi-llteratc persons and groups could 
. influence and be influenced by each 
: other so as to generate. social ifoange. 

' Stook. discusses a wide range. ,of. 
-interrelated topics: heresy, reform, 
j Jlngulstlc • - phllofophy;- v 
• ■ iheology, ■ the- social uses of Ideas, 
■inteiprefatidnjs of/ , 5? 

ambitioM. a scheme It -is only to be 
exoectM that.individuaJ readere may;, 
^flnd»rae Statements vrfth'.which they 
will wish to take tnjjv, for 

instance, can U be asserted that by the 
jnidtwemh century monarchy cenl^ 

- upon vMtten law took ihd place of the 
legitlmalion of royal authbnty through 
sacral rites"? Is it true to say of 
, ' feudalism that a complex set of buoian 

relations was fo completely "reduced 
. to a body of normanye legislaUim ... 
that the feudist lawyers Of the 


seventeenth century had no trouble in 
reconstructing the entire orMnism 
from its surviving leMl remains .when 

it might be argued that three hundred 
years have not yet been loiigenouw to 
clear awav all the misconceptions 
generated by those lawyers m inter- 
preting the fosalized remains of 
feudal instflutions? Again, it might l« 
obiected that the symbolism. . « 
sometimes overstrained. The vision 
of souls undeigmng puigatonal 

■ punishment, described by Walchelm, 

■ the parish priest of - Saint- Annin de 
Bonneval. is.said by Slock to have . 
.lakeri place in “the . ;urisettied 

« wilderness b.f Mainoj -which. .Often 

doubles for the Mediteitfoefin retreats 

oMhe desert fathers’’; yet in; fact the 
priest was returriingfrom visiting p sick 
parUbioner in Hs own Npnnan. yiliage 
■ near Orbec. , . 

Keverthefeffi, symbols are usually 
- employed suoceswUy to • make ^tne 
social -structure and mentgl q^Iook ot 
the age more intelligible. This, is a 
• careftiDy- researched, consltuctive 
and ohallendng book, .whose value 
far outwelglis any minor cavils 
or criticisms. It may provoke di^ 
agreement no less than agr«ment; it 
^1 certainly provoke thought. 


veiy eohpri6nee.6f tpe text ti^li arid the 
iriforoty qf tlie main phataefors. . 


ir^naii. , ■ ‘ for the dramatist folilt:oV mini piir -Although this collection of nineteen- 

Fewer k^l haye asked the further . .prdse meeiu as Uttle as <mr blame.': prose t^ts Is siibtitled "Oeachichten", 

question how the cbmpleg of foire -J it belorin for practical purposes to foe 

whiih the: play ’ewderitlysfrairia .fo . Finally, this is good genetic chticiiM, field, of -autobiography, .for - it 
convey, affects lhd‘ erediblUly of the becaUfolt (foes not leave us simply with represent ah eye-v^foess account of 
.character^ wKo, are.given the task of ;lnert and useless, pieces In out: naridi- what has been like for the author to 


material for bcok.W«i 

liitrigatag(everttocarto^ ^ 

. agreeable thaa back ^ i 


at may sound merely des,irucUve.' y^dng them'', let^^ne the still larger where . before we had - a 


.-ik ' ^ ; destroys : some . .at aindard 


- .^ asaiimpflons: above all, the assumption 
- : that ; Bflehneris I : rehltsiri . Is ;un- 


Moscow, the author^M ijlj 


i^ ' bheallQndbfo:beirause il derlveis Irom' 
' . hlMdrical sources : fui|Hfu1iy followed, 

, . There - have beeri ‘ ritt'erterous foutcer 


‘ YWcing memvtet^^n^ tnosliU^ we iiad< a piay. :;Jt grow un and make her way'as a writer : voung 

* qttestloriofbowcoherenuhqtcompTex reconstitutes, oUr,- awareness of the . fi],theOerman6emoereticReDubUc.'a u- inHitratioD^^ 

jvQ«u,iucB«uiii|iuun of- ideas. is •in Ttt,i coqipoundea-as nature and difficulties, of historical . c^tryin wbi% most trfthere Sws 
8 -:; re^ism Is • un-, , it is ofi.h&orloil pessirofe drama; ;Tt: makes foe -reading of have not been riublishbd Bora in book- ' ^ 

^fMt^^lly tpW^od.. Hilrilsm,- ; .aiwUlfe.; v.vchcipenicie^^v^c^^^^ bSongedfoanw Heifo Schubert's 

hfeM^S-ersHadowed.byi^ltjti 


;^plihary techniques and’ offers' 

■; assertion of the impo,rt4nce 

otohiprical research ihinterpretatlve"- 
.valuable -to readers 
^ rfo^<rilriterest8,-as,well as , 

^.nicglm^rtfotin itself: i /, 

: ' Utera^.Bad oral tradition, le^ed 
pt^)ar-(^lture, lay ana flerlcal 
; wy, ere all :subjects -that, have 
•j w^arided liicm aMng .-attention in: 
They' have, indeed, a 
;?5®5^Phraiy' interest, Brian Stock is 
d irectly .foncemed eifoer . with 
®K&vArihir ihar. rAnfe- ' ist' '. innaeni 


|i ’y*|a'^,br.wUh tratfoigthe fourccs of 
' • M- writfop culture in the period 

' -Sj J- 

' ';'A?l^'^:hpwiithe;elemertt8' in. these 
on' .bnc,.'ahotlicf, 
m>”ri^irititutmg another society ’s 
*8:^ rommuoication^on its ;own 
nedbes attempt to mfolaln 
sriniiikely fo be inreiUmbic to a 
pf'jv^'ntfoth-^ 

a tiptnUed 
^ tlraditiori 
and 'in’ ; the 
,^ffr!Vbe; .picks.- .u 


Evidence of eonquest 


H. R; Loy^ 

Trevor Rowley , - . 

.the Norman Hwltagp 1(I66-:12^ 

21^jp. Rotitlrfge and IteganjPaul. 
0^7100 94132.':.. . -a: 




.aepareB' uvvwbvw. 

l^ritranbibzAnseim.t^p 


^evbr Rowley’ j book i? ilhe first In a 

■-Srfal“hSopa?hkw!.v^ 


foote sihsforitiai-'esaaw 

Rowlev keeps to.Ws, brlei put ». 

SiseSus aUiof the ‘b? » 

be asked by traditional historians. 

There is much of 
n'resenicd from an unusual Angle, for 

K'SScin.cd’wllh thj iwq ce^l 

biobleihs of’ early: Norman 
ESoSr ■ that Is, hoW to as^ the, 
JMii orthe Xnglo-Sbxon heritage 
aSdIww to drew the perilous balance 
vuetuMBfi' attributing too. much- qr too 


vifell doCuirientcd, and we need 
reflect ob the nature of the relationship 
of tangible remains to the literary 
record if we are to do more than pay 
Up-rervice to the work of the 


up-service w . u,b a' 
archaeologist. Evidence from church 
building reroail cliurchte as as 
great), from castles -f moUes and their 


Kreaii, uMiii vMuvp , 

baileys, ns vrell as monsters like the 
Tower or Ctolchesler - and perhaps - 
above all Trom modifications that -arc, 
pecularly Anglo-Norman in Romanes- 
que sculpture and illuminated manu- 
scripts, might well lead the clever 
archaeologist to posit a French con-, 
quest and maybe sped (icnlly o Norman 
One, even without literary support. 


at our peril. The extent of forest, far 
exceedfog of course the extent of 
woodland, and the concern of later 
generations when the Charter of the 
Forest becomes intimately connected 
with Magna Carta, are intelligible only 
when we appreciate the weight of 
.dominical lordship.- involved In 
afforeslation. . ; and . ti® . , ^8®' 
consequence's. ' Energy, mdustry. 
edheentration -of • wealth and. 
wllllnginess to use II emerge as the 
great Normnn attributes and they shine 
throu^ theilterary. One welcomes the 
quotation here from St Bernard of 
Clnlrvaux (/mf inddenially the foundeir 
of ; the Cistercian OTrder) wto, 

_ ; .L- ...MSC.Mnnnik nf th» 


^i. • 

.If 

Mi 

•'M : ; 


I/1-- ' 

ri. i: ,• 
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■mg 'foritenije in MWleysto^ . 

:Sf W’ 7 .'wh?re W 

siriot^nswer must: bi, no, ,io me 
-??«tion "wquld. foe Rf*aeolo|US|^ 


'to ^byllking (as indeed 
.Kfe Siiuiw pbsslbjfoy 
SSr ng: ITipl^ortppn irfnod is ve^. 


Rowley IS alert to thb element's of 
colonization. In tlie Nofhian setllcqnuht 
and pays-prQper^ltbntlbq to urbantza- 
tlqh as part oTNbmian strategy to con- 
trolfrewly. conquered territory. He lias 
good thJriga^to. say i>n; (he shape; and 
'.-devefopipent pf castle trarou^ arid on 
' the reratiorishlp of deferibe'to' trade. 
Thq cHsptof oniforiests and jiairklauds 
gives'foll 'promirienpe'to, an- Aspect .of 
NorisiaQ ^verriment th^t : wor riegleOt 

. ' . -• . v/. ‘-‘''J i)'.*-', k-^.-i!’'-! -h* 


"tor- God’s sake, ii ineni are noi 
ashamed of these follies why at least 
they not shrinH from the ewense? 
Some aUentiori is poldTo JV^s but 
little to Scotland or Ireland. ™^.ruH 
British dimension would. Remand' 
\anOihej-r volume at Jeasf. The .one 
<hiemorable dale, IDM Itfolf, twll heed 
rome attention -on tire ,lille-:page Ifi if 

jiepririi:''..*-* Li''v ''-V' 
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LITERARY CRITICISM 


The ethical backlash 


Valentine Cunningham 


Frank Kbrmode 
Essays on Fiction 1971-92 
227pp. RoutleJee and Kcgan Paui. 
£9.95 (paperbaw, £5.95). 
U710U9442 6 


Martin Price 

Forms ot Life: Character and Moral 
Imagination in the Novel 
373pp. Yale University Press. £22.50. 
0 30(f02S67 9 



Everyone knows there's a critical war 
on. In a sense tiierc’s never been a 
critical peace on. And not surprisingly, 
feelings are mixed. In their differing 
ways neither Frank Kcntiode nor 
Martin Price is happy. They’re not 
alone. 

Martin Price gives usonly auneral, 
somewhat aket^y sense ot where the 
enemy is positioned. Not so Frank 
Kennode. ile fine-tunes literary his- 
tory. Tlie minutiae of the immediate 
critical past obsess him, ns they obsess 
many or the peoptc lie’s sceptical nbout 
- the josilers for the supremacy of 
priniogenirure, the power ilml comes 
from Mag first. Kermode carefully 
dales his essays (mostly lectures, in 
fact). He well knows that no accusation 
is nowadays more idling that that of 
daicdness. Last year's idea from Paris, 
last month’s word from Derrida, are of 
course by now lemfically old hat. 
Everyone who knows has just pipped 
craftily on to this week’s novelty 
leaving last week's fuddy-duddy stufT 
far behind. Even taking this into 
account, it's rather daunting to have 
Kermode say he felt dismally that The 
Setae of An Ending was "antediluvian 
almost on publication". Still, such 
sharpened senses for historjr do help 
him mightily as war hislorinn. This 
latest war broke out, Kennode de- 
clares, exactly in 1967, when Bartlies’s 
influence tooK hold and Derrida burst 


precisely such philosophers. He is 
superb on Wittgenstein on Tolstoy, 
suggestive about similarities between 
James’s dialogues and Plato's, warms 
to the thoughts of Murdoch and 
P. F. Strawson, Richard Wollhcim and 
H.L. A. Hart, as they can be applied to 
ficiion. He says he wonts no truck with 
“suspicious” criticism, Nietzschean, 
Freudian, Marxist. Nowhere does he 
mention a single critical opinion 
offered by the so-called Yale School. 
Hartman, Bloom, Hillis Miller and de 
Man might never have written a word 
for all the attention they get from 
Price. It's about as hefty a rebuke as the 
Y^e School could get from within 
Yale's own English d^rtment. Price is 
Sterling Professor ofEnglish at Yale. In 
his volume, the Other Yale School 
speaks up - well - in a rather sterling 
way. 

Forms of Life would do very well, 
in fact, as the normative case that, 
Kermode (properly) atgues, initiates, 
beginning readers and younger 
students, need in order to measure 
more suspicious readings by. It is 
just sucli a reading of texts as 
pleniludinous, as affairs of present 
meaning, of the lisibie, that the 
ileconstruciionist project kicks off 
from in Its quest for absence, ^oria, 
the scriptlble, self-undoing, but fails to 
give much account of as it proceeds on 
Hsoivn more negative way. For his own 
part, Kermode’s preferred ambition is 
to work as a double agent of inter- 

E Fetation, aware of the procedures and 
inguages of suspicious criticism, but 
revising to abandon ibe discourse of 
the simt>le reader, of the traditional 
expectation. He occasionally sounds a 
bit worn-out with the job of holding 
this middle (“too old . . . by formation 
too much of 0 historian ... a 
diachronic sort of person"). The strain 
of keeping up, witli what’s new and at 
the same time hooking it continually 
back on to what's less new does show. 
You can easily feel that much labour 
has gone into some not altogether 


on to the stage. The new paideia Is also 
the new catastrOphism - neo-Dada - 
, thainourishedin1968.Theiheorie&of 

, post-jmicturaUsm offend Kenhode's Sf«!!P iJ, 

'9QM(e of history and so he seeks to 

• ■ ' with tho predsions of 




nature of this writing. Writing s/nrte in 
interpretation (as texts as widely 
dispersed in time as James's novels and 
the Christian Gospels illustrate). Any 
authoritative claim on a single correct 
reading that the writer might be 
thought to “own”, and thus any 
attempt to constrain the liberty of 
interpreting, collapses immediately u 
(he writer him- or heiself engages in 
primary acts of self-reading. , In 
Kermode’s marvellous phrase, wnters 
“poa^ their own game.” Over- 
determination is indeterminacy. ,lt 
demands over-interpretation; that is, 
it multiplies possible reading. Inter- 
pretation never stops. Even common 
sense and ordinary experience, as 
Kermode delights in reminding our 
anxiously theorizing epoch, will tell us 
so. 

Kermode’s rebuke to post- 
structuralism - his telling defence of 
historical connections, his strong case 
that dividing the lisibie from the 
scripiible, readerly “consumption" 
from readerly ‘‘production^’ is 
impossible - is attractive enough. His 
parallel delve into the margins and 
opacities of fiction, into the bits of texts 
that Uncle Willie and his ilk want to 
sterilize, screen out, or simply ignore, 
into the kind of revelatory, self- 
interpreting and self-foiling zones of 
texts that deconstructionists are always 
eager to home in on, is more 
compelling still. Price evinces the fear 
that acceptance of everything, every 
figure, every action, every event, in a 
novel as relevant to meaning is a form 
of paranoia. Kermode takes on at least 
the possibility of this vertiginous 
prospect. He ‘offers, for iiistance, a 
tremendously strong reading of the 
occult and occulted, the ghostly, seen- 
unseenness in Unaer Western Eyes- 
that ' one wants continually to set 
beside Price’s consistent refusal to con- 
dder the self-referring, meta-textual 
activities, the more attractively odd 
episodes of the novels he writes about. 
It's only apt that (he very example 
Price chooses from Bleak House to 
illustrate the obvious irrelevadce of at 
least some things In the dense text of 
tK6 novel (the occurence of Mias M. 


plot") should in fact be jammed full of 
relevance. In that seemingly casual 
appearance there is disguised mother- 
hood, a mother who appears under 
an assumed name, whose public 
appearances clash with the claims of 
her private life as mother of a small 
baby, who is doing socially offending 


thin^ rather than accept being poor 
id “selling lucifers . This 


and honest and 
mother is a pastiche ofLady Dedlock. 
But here too is a discreet but com- 
pelling declaration against our too 
easily regarding anything written in a 
novel as ignorable, as a simple 
transparence: Miss Melvilleson had “a 
space to herself in the manuscript 
announcement in the window”, which 
is a writing that won't allow you just to 
look unnoticeably through it, her 
name, her, as if she were a translucent 
nothing. 


8 ^1; ::j' 
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p lexitmha, dammars. . MelviUesoiit the professional celebrity L h* 

^ .rtbveV V aa-Vroiftid ^.perfonrtor -al the SoPs AmuK.-'iho < 

h?arMmemSiatctffiSSve"eto^^ conceivable (elation ■ to . Dickens's But^e 

tesponsibility is the main strand that 

joins Kermode’s forces with Price’s .«*alionship such as ^-Strauss used 
- - - - - - in analysing myths, did not lead him 

very far in the poetics of the novel.) 

And of course no side - especially, it 
would seem, in Cambridge, England - 
is ever pa^iculariy grateful to the 
middle man. 


Kennode wouldn’t, one feels sure, 
have dismissed such a startling moment 
as irrelevant. The importance of his 
stance is precisely that it urges those of 
the Price persuasion - clever, well- 
read, but self-narrowing Uncle Willies 
- to couple their laudable ethical 
concerns with textual ones. What 
Kermode's liberal extension of mean- 
ingfulness will not do, however, is 
settle the question whether anything at 
all is actually irrelevant in a text. Are 
there to be no mere contingencies in 
novels - just as Freud disallowed the 
contingent from interpretations of 
dreams? Certainly the potential 
messiness of interpretation is revealed 
very clearly in the debate with P.D. 
JuHl over his book Interpreiation with 
which Kermode’s book ends. Juhl’s set 
of interpretations of interpreters inter- 
preting is, according to its author, 
misinterpreted by Kermode’s review of 
it; Kennode ripostes that bis inter- 
pretations have been misinterpreted 
by the first interpreter. Interpreting 
interpreting: It sounds more like a cry 
for help than a description of a happy 
activity. Clearly our efforts to 
“disambiguate” texts can themselves 
prove msconcertingly ambiguous, 
even if they're not alt actually as 
undisaihbigugble as Kermode believes 
(in the teeth of Juhl’s doubts) Hamlet, 


and it's the oldest question - 


To re-make the frame 



has giytih rise ip pme theories demonstrated, that art is'not an act of 
;(^y .-her ulsefi^^ of making but 


' tipinioin^ ab^(. 

. ."‘bovets^are. bdU 

‘ i ! -'1iv'otd.t'hRve rcferenis i"we.couia notv 
: .f . :«adataJlffwecduidnotreBd/Ard/(gA..;'^ 

•'•■'worrtjiVV4*tn«avlliiilWfird«rikfi*roi»lurr» ■■ With oarranve-iCOnVei! 


jrtistip^blq^ 

\ . _L_ - DeednsjrocUng the better ^ 

Dada and Surrealism rallied 
metapbof, which, with its bold 


who adjudicates m these messy 
circumstances? Kermode’s answer 
“Can We Say Absolutely Anffifi 
Like?”) U: tlie Institution.^ 


Price believes, perceptively, that ihe 
novel (and “character’’) are “Insiim. 
lions”, with their own systems of in. 
built controls. Kermode, ideoloBkallv 
touchier and sharper, looks Slhe 
Institution controlling our approadiu 
to these textual institutions. Udi 
notion is part of Kermode's very per- 
suasive ideological account of w 
modem reading ways. The BiblicalBle 
Book gives way to the secoSi 
text, and canonical controls psa to 
the University. And, on the nhok, 
Kennode proKsses to believe tbu the 
benefits of institutional conlral 
outwei^ the sii^t loss of freedoa 
entailed. For the Institution, sayi 
Kermode, guarantees necessary coo- 
tinuities of canon and interpreiatioo 


and does important sanitary work by 
“recuperating" the salvable judemeot 

anri "nttiSlatSnn*' tha aillii n* uiMna 


and “nlhilating" the silly or wrong one, 
“It U" writes Kermode in "Tlie 


‘It Is* 

Institutional Control of Inierpteti- 
tion”, “by recognismg the tacit author- 
ity of the institution ' that' «e 
achieve the measure of liberty we have 

tv\ Gia^k ■« lUa fkilk aI 


in interpreting". Such is ihe feith of 
Institutional Man, 


apparently believ 

ing that the profession of criticisiD can 
be relied on to spot the junky and the 
defi, and, further, to try and get rid 
such. Kermode's dyspeptic reading of 
currently influential reoders shows tnat 
he doesn’t entirely trust in ibe 
UniversiW's judgment. Nor should he. 
As for the idea that the Institution 
always opens its doors to the best 
readers, and that only the junk reaifini 
and the daft reader will -hil to fino 
Institutional homes within the pale ot 
respectability: we don't only have to 
think of the current reality In wbkh 
hundreds of superb critics have n 
hope of finding employment withb the 
University, nor only meditate on the 
way many much less good iiiterpretea 
are securely ensconcra there; we 
also dwell thoughtfully on the whole 
history of the EngUsh FacuUyai Can- 
bridge to which Professm K«bo^ 
until recently belonged, 8’ Wst«yw 
astounding insritutlbnal . errors « 
choice among readings and readaj 
personnel. / . 


with Price’s 

fend with Ihe tradition of F.R. Leavis 
•and, in ,his way, E.D. Hirsch). 

. History and morality make powerful _ _ 

weapons. Nowhere in this collection, iTcwrpailiculari’rji^^^ , frames of reference which may be 

however, is Kermode very precise middle mari Uavid COWard cultural, aesthetic, social or linguistic: 

about where the amOrality, let alone «n. . v j < ■ j . - ^ observer rearranges them as he 

immorality, of the new criticism really precisely deserves . . „ seeks to make sense of what he is 

resides. Nor, it turns out, is Price: he liiough. Is s^howingways Inez Hedoes shown. I/n Chfen enda/ou frustrates 

armsafewswipesatcriticawhoSneerat Lannii^ofRevolt: Dada and • our expectations of what films can be, 

the necessity of the moral life, who sun^listUterah^ It disturbs the conveutiohal patterns 

don’t appreclate 'the value of bearing to sj^ak with ittno Durham w r - Hfita ' jwt as automatic writing or Duchamp’s 

moral witness Or making tnoral Readers and readings are for him ’’readymades” dislocate our, structural 

decisions, who would fragment the self always historical emln ^e P'ess, norms by decontextualizing words and 

into a set of mere positions lacking the Gadamers histpnclsm). Mere ant/- 9eZ23 0493 7 . , . , . . • objects. The tactic is only marginallv 

continuity (hat the moral life depend pure &ussureM ; syn- . . part of a Games Theory, for the joku 

on.Ancf after that he just gets on f *J|® The practice of judging art bV recourse andpuiisareamean8toanend:'*black 

mamyely, own magisterially, with the to external agftiority is andent and humour" represents nol only revolt 

W(lU«ta-bIid.ed lastof reading novab Now that ctiticUm ia wS tat ^hsti^ttoa. Sorre^iat frame- 

by the great classic novelists on the - on the.'-way to becoming, as^Anatole breaking was accoiripamed by “frame- 

old syllftusf Austen, ©iokens, France predicted, miStfer tiSm w? making^ which aim«l at replacing the 

.Stenahal, Tolstoy, James, Conitidi ihenynihef ofex^^ old patterns of cognition with new 

Lawrence, and so on) as powerful- may legitimately be called on grow nwdeb of seeing through the creation 

.ethical mirrors and cthicar.instru- hourly.*^Of late, -as (he author oTtlS of epistemolodcal uncertainties: Thus 

menl$. jfe, is certain, and acts on- the u”*! stimulating and ambitious study points a porcelain urinal may not heart; but 

“ social and human- by renaming it pountain Duchamp 


theory, not only offers a clcanyut^id 
Invigorating interpretation of 
and Surreollsm but al» 
interpretation by applylag ww 
analysis to three late or post'S“I[JJJ[ 
writers, Franz Mon, J^o 
and Maurice Roche. MoreoW^ 
append sets out a computer 
- which uses Spltbol, a WlyemoM 
SnoboM, names that seem to 
straight out of Ernst - 
stimulate automatic vmtog* 
program Incorporates tte ^ 
Brelohesque Ungufatlcstructu^Mg • 

recommended as a "reseaitblMj W 

understanding the n, 

automatic writing rather than W 
perfected method of -PSH 
siirrcaUst texts”. The H 

proved well-founded. For 
program is ingenious and mjjjj ^ 

It is unusable vntbqul fii™" ^ 

nificant .IpF^ts of user ingeftultyj^ 
D> Hedgelconcedte. Breton migf 
have accepted the JJ |0 . 
butl'it would, have been li)ter^S>V.” 
have thei^. 


Tlie spring 1983 
Ltterdture Today 


mag^e Whichjalma V 

.“parochial ' hational . 

cxainiifliesthe thcme,of . 

work of ten contem^rajy 
his' introduction, ^wr 
takes: B motto -from M gJJ,; 



ehSUtog essaj^i 

ing to' their native rounU jcS'' ^ 

are l^aliD Calrioo; Mak 
Kurideraj: ^rgb : KonrW,, T 


Ydutoenar: ..4u|M^ptipM S 
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Cold discomfort 


Anae Duchfine 

JfiNA BAWDEN 

The Ice House 

i«oD. Macmillan. £7.95. 

03^35244 0 

The Ice House is a little tragi-comedy 
about adultery which leaves a number 
ofiddesin the mind, but Nina Bawden 
has with what may be called an 
honourably complaisant awareness of 
her.ststos as a i^pular novelist, done 
ansheprasumaDly felt she must do to 
dlwmfort to a minimum. 

' Her central concern is with the pain 
ofao Intelligent woman, happily and 
confidently married, who discovers her 
husband's infidelity. After the first 
ravages of jealousy, she experiences 
ihisasakind of retrospective negation, 
n obliteration of her self. She tries to 
^11 it to her one close friend: 

one doesn’t exist except in relation 
to people to whom one is of 
fanportance. What they think of you, 
hw they see you, is what you are. I 
wasn't important ^1 that time, or not 
in the way I believed that I was, as his 
wife, as tus love , and so the part I was 
[daylngwas a false one. He made me 
actfslsely, and so I don’t exist. 

Hus try of pain has its comical 
Ruth is speaking to her old 


fnend Daisy, who is in fact the mistress 
m question. Ruth's husband, Joe, 
taken unawares, has confessed 
adultery with one Eunice Pilbeam, a 
physiotherapist - Pilbeam because be 
once loved the film star of that name, 
and physiotherapist because he is a 
hypochondriac. Joe, whatever the 
author's intentions towards him, 
remains a mumbler and a jumbicr, and 
his masculine attempts to assert that he 
loves both women get shortish shrift. 

Daisy, who is indolently - even 
lethally - good-natured, is embar- 
rassed by Ruth's distress, but another 
hundred pages of the book pass betore 
she admits to her idle in the affair, and 
decently decamps to Australia. Joe 
never knows she has confessed lo 
Ruth; he is bemused by her hearty 
letters to his wife, and by the latter’k 
cheerful reception of them. The brak's 
concluding paragraph, a resumd of all 
this, demonstrates Nina Bawden's 
irony in full flood, and also shows how 
much of hertliesishas to be summed up 
in it: 

This is not the Daisy he remembers, 
but then the Daisy he remembers has 
become mysteriously confused in his 
mind with Eunice Pilbeam. That 
illusory figure materializes rather 
too often, a dark shape on the edge 
of his vision that he recognizes tor 
what it is: the lie that has somehow 
worked its way into and distorted his 
life. There are moments (usually 


Anathemata 


when he has been drinking) when he 
longs to exorcise this uncomfortable 
phantom, tell Ruth, put things 
straight between them. But sm 
seems to be happy. Since he stopped 
committing adultery, his blood 
pressure, that find become 
worryingly high, has reverted lo 


Hilary Davies 

Paul Ferris 

A Distant Country 

208pp. Weidenfcid and Nicolsoii. 


normal.^o why open old wounds? It „ 

would hurl Ruth, spoil her 0 297 782460 


friendship with Daisy. It might even 
hurt him. Daisy is a long way off -in This, Paul Ferris’s ninth novel, comes 
every way, in another country. The larded with fulsome praise for two 
only time she comes to him, previous ones, T/ie Defective and Tn/A 
unencumbered by Eunice, is when to me about Et\glnnA, plus the blurh- 
he and Ruth make love. Ruth laughs writer'ssiock-in-trade, "disturbing and 
more often (ban she used to on these compelling": it is all sadly evocative of 
occasions and sometimes when she what lies in store. 

remtods&^DSSy."^^^^ HarryJenkinsisaLoiidon Welshpnr 

. . . . , j ... excellence: he lives in a Surrey 

Ttijs IS a ^ng fail, and a terrifying inhabited only, it seems, by the breed 
one. No need to doubt the icc-house as that drinks gin and tonic, commits 
a metaphor for the emotional adultery, returns Conservatives lo 
glaciation which seals in so many lives. Parliament and builds bonfires of 
A physical ice-house appears in the leaves in the autumn. This last assumes 
book stwemy^ge opening tequence; a short-lived significance i^en the 
Ruth and I^isy are schoolfriends in protagonist's second wife. Rose, tries 
1951, when Ruth reveals to a hornned unsuccessfully to bum her auio- 
Daisy that her father, who Is still biography, "ASurreyChildhood”. For 
violent, .used to punish her by Rose js a true suburbanite; Horry, 
imprisoniim her in a Victonan ice- despite being far older and Director of 
house sunk m their wrden; we also information (Coal) for the Energy 


Ruth and Daisy are schoolfriends in 
1951, when Rutlt reveals to a horrined 


Scarlet rage 


P. R. Broughton 

Oxen Douglas 
U iMhne Burning 
%.Bodley Head. £7.95. 

. DM30957 X, ^ 

Aslor most writers from the American 
Sniih, the present for Ellen Douglas is 
.Hbinied with the past. Like too few 
'wmea -novelists, Douglas speaks 
openly about female sexuality and 
axnpassionately about both men and 
toineta; she has been doing so for some 
ti'tnty-t^ years. 

^ A L^time Burning, her sixth 
m, Douglas's narrator ttorinne (we 
know her surname) declares, 
can one value . privacy over 
. W^ud sets out, at the am of slxty- 
M to iha^e a record which will tell 
, tn;th ' about herself and her 
The novel consists entirely 

wnsrV'entrlea. ti/'rittnn nnnnrAnflO in 


omuy to the 1880s. Corlnne’s 
T^una e twofold: how to know the 
^^.how.to tell It. Seeking truth, 
■J- wefs ‘ different ..versions of 
‘ from the Ariadne legend to 

Bhfl provides- 


-jywwite explanations for why she 
Pi^^Oi why h? married her, 
S^-Vny despite their mutual respect 
'. yy.tioted . off their emotions from 
; ® ojber- She talks to different 
: George, their 

• ftod Straders). She Wants to 
Cary befolpe, but is afraid 
or crazy. She hopes her 


hiagnanimous and. forgiving 
idiidictive aria se|f 
. SSJ'j^thougb she 'Hised to be a 
pdrson”, she fears 
'IE S old wpman. 

can tell the truth 
. we wonder if she ^es. 

:y^^^88^1oved,. hat^, and 

even whfehii^ hated 
• etong'i.well.^ -She feels. 

•i® iriustiave 

touted 

’ StioH explicit refereiices 

® brie • of : the 
: jifl/etime Bumihg. 
r reminds us 


woman were friends; we are amused 
that twenty years am in a small 
southern dty, “one of the advantans 
of a love afiiiur between women was that 
no one, no one, suspected it was a love 
affair”; but we cannot imagine these 
two women in bed together because 
Douglas only generali^s about their 
being “carnal and. spiritual sisters”. 
Such a cUchd irompares. badly with the 
vividness of Corinne’s saying, “1 fed 
no particular pleasure when 1 touch a 
woman’s breasts, although 1 suppose I 
would feel pleosure If a cat licked 
mine.” 

The most disturbing scenes in A 
Lifetime Burning are of brutal male 
sexual behaviour. Tl^se scenes, set in 
the nineteenth century, and their 
legBcw, illustrate one of the book's 
theses: that abusivd or hedectfel 
heterosexuality can foster nripio^ 
sexuality. Douglas repeats that pattern 
with both men and women, and shows 
contemporary men as much as women 
to be In need of love, decency, 
tiieaning. 

In today's South, and in California, 
George and Corinne encounter strange 
peopfe suffering from various 
obsessions, grasping various panaceas. 
Beyond them is a world of disease, 
starvation, political oppression and the 
threat of annihilation. Given all this, 

- the questions of how to tell a talc or 
how to effect better understanding 
between well-off prople may ^em at 
worst irrelevant, at bwl self-indulgent; 
Corinne concludes that searching for 
the truth about oneself, reaching out to. 
others in love and fordveness as her 
diary is Intended, to! do, is the only 
hope.'. '■ 

• . Thert are two problems with- that 
conclusion. It besp the question - it 
does not suggest how looking nto the 
self can affect the external world - and 
second, it does nbt fit with what we 
.know about Corinne.- ’The harrowing 
Dineteeuth-century naiTOtiite, • sup- 
posedly found b a hundied-yw- 
1 Sd^ary, was invented, It tutos.ouL oy 
I tier; That raises 8 crucial issue:, we W 
I. to. assume that tWs picture of jnale. 

1 GMreriY-iffi 

: .gehltais. land] to pound him to death ) 

5 .consistent with her 
I forglveiiess? If sane human 
I is neVef wholly consistent, is it eye( IhK 
i ■InconslBte'nt?:-. !'!,'• 


Daisy that her father, who is still 
violent, used to punish her by 
imprisoniim her in a Victorian ice- 
house sunk in their urden; wc also 
learn that both fathers nave offended - 
Ruth's by cruelty, Daisy's by 
womanizing- though it is never certain 
how much of the rest of the book 
should be read beneath (his sign. 

The ice-cold clarity of Ruth's pain is 
only allowed to the surface 
intermittently, and has to contend with 
a great many strong and contrary 
currents. Ruth and Daisy are 
neighbours in a terrace of “pretty but 
shoddily built Georgian houses’^ (in, 
one imirainea. North London) and 
their diafegue is overlaid with a great 
deal of adventitious materia! - anout 
Daisy's mother-in-law, about street 
violence in London, about uneasiness 
during a cruise on the Nile when 
President Sadat is killed - which, 
though all of.it Is impeccably observed, 
seems random, or at best only 
tangential, in so short a book. 

The blurb-writer has nailed to the 
book's masthead a quotation from 
Goethe: “Love is an ideal thing, 
marriage a real thing, the confusion of 
the rem and the Ideal always brings 
punishment", and this, too, whether or 
not It has the author's assent, seems 
unhelpfiil. The comfortable complicity 
of the adulterers often seems a good 
deal more, “rpal" than:the Audacious 
ideal of mainage, os it Is qioumed by 
Ruth. Perhaps this may have been, jn 
the author's mind; but she has allowed 
what might,' ^ven; .her skill . and 


assertion of the Board's supremacy 
(Westminster-based), bread and 
circuses for the local Welsh and 
Hurry's capitulation lo Ruse and 
Dinelcy Dell land. All's well that ends 
wcir 

But not quite. First, it is not at all 
clear what Paul Ferris is iryingtodo. If 
he is seeking to divert, then A Distant 
Comtry fails dismally. The spy 
element, the large profxirtion of the 
novel that it takes up notwithstanding, 
Kmains obstinately unreal. The 
recounting of a scries of bungled 
attempts at sabotage, unravelled not 
by the local CID man but by Jenkins 
himself - and this in very haphazard 
fashion punctuated by would-be erotic 
escapades - is not likely to appeal to 
many readers' sense of suspense. 

It seems likelier (hat the novel is 
intended to address profounder issues: 
the ambivalent position of the 
expatriate Welshman, the (ruth or 
otnerwise of the clash between Cell 
and Saxon, medieval myth pjited 
against a twentieth-century worship of 
utility. All these are admirable topics, 
though they tend these days to be 


Board, never quite makes it to 
respectability in mortgage land, while 
at tne same lime he becomes anathema 
tothoseWelshmcnwhohave remained 
in the “distant country”. He is rapidly 
confronted with these conflicting 
aspects of his existence when he is sent 
on a trouble-shooting mission to 
Borlase, a sleepy post-industrial 
suburb facing the Brntof Channel. The 
Energy Board’s decision to resink a 
mine there has, predictably, aroused 
the ire of the Sons of Llewellyn and 
their ilk, concerned to protect the 
sanctity of Oelli Aur (Ine Golden 


sanctity ot ueiii Aur (ine uoiaen 
(3rove) where the Cross of Brychan, 
legendary founder of Wales, is 
supposed to lie. 


Wales, 


The action then shuttles breathlessly 
between south-ceat Bag}ond and south 
Wales as Jenkins grows more and more 
embroiled In his past: hii childhood; 
memories of his first wife, Lowri, 
estranged and then killed in a car crash; 
a new mistress who reminds him 
unhealthily of Lowri; and trouble 
at the pit. Meanwhite his daughter 
is busy ratting pregnant and his wife 
antiseptially. seducing Harry's Jurilor 
liaison officer by way of teven^i 
Events -go ddwnmlL from the merely 


in me novel's utter lack of depth. The 
characters arc two-dimensional and/or 
stereotypes. If one is attempting to 
offset tnc often sentimental image the 
Welsh have of Ihemscives, something 
more than Harry Jenkins is required; it 
is simply not enough that he has no 
Welsh and no real interest in his 
heritage. There are worse caricatures; 
Pritchard’s wife. Invisible but for (he 
Biblical tracts adorning her husband's 
sandwiches; the stockbroker “Jack- 
man" who paws Rose. Last but 
emphatically not least, the novel bears 
the marks of shoddy, rushed 
composition. Its staccato sentences 
attack remorselessly, and are packed 
with cUchrid images -“his eyes . . .felt 
like soft-boiled eggs". There ere more 
amusing infelicities: “waggling their 
limp seasons" (tickets, you 
unoerstand)and“Babfesso early in the 
evening were' below the belt" are two 
of the choicest. 

New Stories S, edited by Karl Miller 
and published by Hutchii^n In aasocia- 
tlon with the Arts Council of Greet 
Britain and PEN (227pp. £8.95. 0 09 
152380 X) contains stories by John 
Hall, Don Bloch, Peter Parker, Christ- 
opher Bums,. Francis .'A^dbam JDliv- 
er Sacks, 'Penelope Fftimraald; David 
...,Cralg, -John ' Muii^, .Susan ' Boyd; 

' Carol Sfitoh. ' Jane. Oxenford,- Martin ^ 


Elliott 


Bteral^^^^toasli^stojiw^ Arts 


Sio^^Jane. Oxenford,- Martin^ 
and ‘F. and' a toction of 
phical notes on the authors. The 
budcil and'Pl^ regularly invite 


intelligeiice, have been a tough ice- even gbis kijled. In so : far ju.q. novel . writers to. send stories.fbr considera- 
breakfng vessel to sail as a rather, about arnateurish Weish , nationalista tionifiirtherdetailsfrointhesecretBry, 
hMinlv-inden Dleasure craft in familiar can be said to hara a'climax. this iS it. PEN. 7 DUke Street, London Sw3 


breaking vessel to sail as a rather, about amateurish Welsh , nationalista tion;fr 
heavily-laden pleasure craft in familiar can be said tp hara a'climax, this iS it. PEN, 
waters. Afterwarils. it’s plain sailing to the te- 4JE. 

Among this w^k’s contributors v 


Craig Brown is co-author of The Book KAraeRirre DuNCAN-JoNas’s e^^ of 
^RoyalUm. 1982. , 

ItaN B; Dunlop is the iuthor of:7j,. 
Sir A Ww RussiOft Revolutionaries, 1976. 

^ ^ ^ ° volumes, 19W to ^ Proferaqr 'of Russian at Oberlln 

1580. , ' - College, Ohio. 


A. D.'NinTALL's Overheard by Cod: 
Fiction and Prayer iti Herbert, Milton, 
<Ddtde and St fahn was published in 


■ J. L. -ViCToiiiA GLhNDtNNiNO.’s biographv of 

deht of the British Am Sackrille'-West will be published 

al ^otids 1980. : jf.NltjRArisaFello.wofJesusCoilege, 

S this year. 

^P^Dfe8spr of -HrsWr^ Yale _ ^ L „ 


> V Exeter CoIlege, Qwford,' 

' jikitlM- Cbwri>oRD la Dito®tor!,'of- the. - • 

; H.R. loVN'h OoMnmee of England 

. ' .',/V .ynllbepubllshedintheautumn. 


women, jiie^d 
to aee;. aiid Douglas 

:- '6f a lesbian', 
to > 


MSWSW »****7 * * - I* I ^ * • 


another 


viiimNi eiiNteNto editoh of 'indude^^^ and Laib Re- 

\:^e.PengAi^(B^pJk.^^.anl^hO^^ ... 

•’-P R' Hi DU BmcrlhiS;.^* King's Cojlege, ^ddf|< , . 

PrritesOTwMedlevd Hlsloryla^ . .. ; . i .-l, 

Sras,’ will bfr publish ntithor of J/e<^e/iogr,a?83. 


Julia O'Paolain's collection of .stor- 
ies, Dat^hters of Passion, was pub- 
lisbed.last February. 

Allen Paterson is Director of the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton, 
Ontario. ' 

T. J. Reed is a Fellow of St John's 
College, Oxford. 

George S-tbinbr's novel. The Portage 
■toSan^istobalofA. ff. was published 
in 1981. 

Frances Spalding is the author of 
Roger Ft-y: Art and Life, 1981. 

joi/N SnrxES is a le^utor in English at 
:lhe University of Warwick, and author 
pf7<^r:H'/We, 1978. . 

F. hi. L. Thompson. Is Dlrec(o|: of the 
' biriltute <(if Histbricol .'Resedrcli arid 
Professor of Hfetory at the University . 
.of U>t)don. . • . . . - 

John Weightman Is the author of The 
. Conp^t of the A vttnt-Oarde;. Expidra - ' 
dcms m ModeriiisnX, I97^y ,i . ^ 

.WbndorpIb t^s^ato Chialr- 
mahiofthb Deparinienl'oTIEitollsK at 
NQrtow^tetoUulveniUy.. ,. ' 
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GENERAL VACANCIES 


ASSISTANT, LIAISON 
SCHOOL BROADCASTING RADIO 


Centred London 


To work on the preparation of printed material accompanying School Radio 
and the cassette service. The successful candidate will advise 


programmes ai — , - , , , 

and help producers to achieve a good standard of printed material. Duties 
will include the planning, editing and supervised production of office- 
printed teachers' notes, including arrangments for office printing and 
delivery to the warehouse. The postholder will liaise with BBC Publications 
on ail aspects of their collaboration with Schools Radio Department, 
including specifications foV books, pamphlets and computer software and 
monitoring the progress of such material. Will assist in the selection and 
.promotion of items such as cass^tes, and film-strips, to be marketed 
throu^ the cassette service at Ciwyd. 


Substantial experience in the field of publishing including editing, proof- 

“ ^ ^ 


reading, lay-out and an understanding of costing and spedfying techniques; 
a good knowledge of School Broadcasting in radio and a knowledge of 
published output in the educational field. 

Some experience in publishing cassettes, film-strips and computer software. 
Salary i£8.362 • i£10,127. Relocation expenses considered. 

Contact us immediately for application form (quote ref. 2711ALS and 
enclose s.a.e.) BBC Appointments, London WlA lAA. 

Tel. 01-580 4468 Ext. 4619. 


We are an Equal Opportunities employer 


(DBO 


RADIO 


THE 

TIMES 


liSi: 



PUBLIC & UNIVERSITY 


□ 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 

Sdiobf of Library Archive and Information Studies 

LECTURER 


Alecturpr Is reqiSrad for teaching wllhin the Postgraduate Diploma In 
LIbtaiy end InlorniBlIon Studeecouree, and lor supenrialon of Mastare' 
and HlgherDeBreaetudjee. 


Classified 



Advertisement 

Rates 


InionnaildnMBieim, uia eppllcaHon ol eompulara and 
talecoipiriunleaUona to libraHaa bikI Inforrnetlonseivicas; 
topilcbilteidtbuldMBpddlwnfliufastddMalsav^ ' 

HDwyora^^ . 

'aiidaotiWaiqj^.riceof lfwBpddta|«MacbfQbataughL ' 
8Blatyinranee£7il96-£l4,126paTahnumpluael,1B6parannum 
London Allowarrca. 


iwllhthanamesoftworafarea8.8houldbeaenllw12Bi . 

3 lo the Director, Sdiool of Ubn^ArcNve and IrilorrnBtlon 
Studies, UnivetenyCoSege London, Gower Streel, LotidonWCIESBT. 


Display on 

Classified 

Pages 


• \ \ ; 


Single column 
pentiinetre . £7.60 

Minimum space; • i 
9cm X s.c. £68,40 


'All > Cla^dliFicatinrikV 


University of 
Qlaagow . 

TEMPORARY 

LECTURESHIP 

INENOUSH 

LITERATURE}, 

ra Invited ror the 


ACCOMMODATION 
TO LET 


' CAMBRlDCit. Well . k^nown 
' leSOs.'-houee' near tianioue 
beelta, a bedreome. llbrery. 
lerOe rbeaptlQn roam, lerae 
gerdon. . tennia court. £4BO 


....... 

pcm froirt Itt Sept 1963 ^ 

SSaa^and^idBe st^iaeV. 

LI 1 S 


have 
intepw.. 
inadleval 


... ..... ahall 

»■ ceaotiins end rMaerch 
■t In iBnv area of poet- . 
val Bnallen Lltaretura. 


• Salan' WIU be within C7,lBO— 
£14.189 on the Lecturora* aceia. 
.with placement aceordlng to ese, - 
qualirieettona' end axparlence.. 


'Further pnrtJculers' may b« 
obtained from ' Profeeapr A,- D. 
Hoohi' Departmant. or. -Endllah 
Uterehira^ Unlvereltv jof' Gina- 
sow. Oleanow, OIS 9QQ, with- 
whom applications 13 coplea>. 
.glvlns Uis nemesandaddresaaBof 


EXHIBITIONS 


L104 


■*T^ 




coMPEtfrioHs 



ebridbti6p8;b£^^'•'" 

I accbt>ta[nji;c of Times . 
•' :::-?l^e:W8j>apere . 
;-::‘cpWes bfVltich- 
I available oii requestv 


LIBRARIANS 


ARCHIVE UBRMIAN 


A vacancy exists within the Information Library based at 
Euston tor an Archive Librarian on a contract basis. 


The successful applicant will be responsible tor Thames' 
Programme Documentation Archive/Library Store and his/ 
her primaiy task will be to create a working index to the 
existing stock and assimilate new deposits Into the collection. 


Professional library qualiflcatlons and/or considerable 
cataloguing experience within synthetic methods are 
essential. Experience of micro storage techniques would 
also be advantageous. 


Thames Is wi equal opportunity employer and this vacancy 
Is open to all male or female candidates regardless of 
national/ethnic origin and marital status. 


Closing date for applications Is August 3rd 1 983 and for an 
application form i please contact:- 



LONDOfTS WEEKDAY ITV 


Peter Rsnwick, 

Personnel OfRrar, 
Thames Television Ltd., 
306/31 6 Euston Road, 
London NW1 3BB. 

Tel: 01-387 9494 Ext. 350 


Newham Library Service 

Senior Children’s Librarian 


Scale 6 


Salary £8,761-£9,309 pa. Inc. 

A committed aruf enthusiastic Chartered Ubrarian is 
required as second to the Assistant Borough Librarien 
(Children's and Schools Services), Kathleen Gribble. The 
chosen applicant vvlll play a leading part In a dedicated team 
In a busy aactlon and can expect all professional and 
personal qualities to be tested to the utmost. Much of the 
work will relate to the Schools Service In a multl-cullural 
outer London borough and will present great problems and 
therefore, great opportunities. 

Further detalle and an application form from Tha 
Borough Librarian, Eaat Ham Library, High Straat 
South, EO 4EL, or for an Informll talk ring Kathleen 
Orlbbla, 01-476 2925. 

Closing data: 5th August, 1853. 


lONDON 
BOROUGH OF 




rjmmjif 


Edlnburj^ University 


>rary 

Sya-LIBRARIAN 

(COLLECTIONS 

MANAGEMENT) 


Applications ore invited 
from Hultabiy quoliriad por- 
•ons for ■ new poet of aub< 
Librarian (Collactlona Man- 
aaement) In tha Unlvorilty 
Library. 'Appolnkmont-wlll bo 
on Librarian Ornda 3 (aalary 
aeale C13.9 ia-£16.9a9). - Tha 
auccBaaful applicant will .ba 


mer- 


raaponalble for oo-ordlnatinn 
licai 
qulB 

R " blndlnp 
rol. ln(tlBll 


anef dlractlna technidai 

vicaa IncludTn^^ aequlaltlon 


Balaryi £6.B64— £7.00S p.a. 


catBloquIno. "liIndInB an4 
atook control. Initially ho 
will ploy n malor rola fn the 
advancentent of tha LIbrary'a 
oomprahaAsiva i : automnuoii 
programitta.' Applloanta 

ah'ould hava .donaldarahia ax- 
parlance or academic llbror; 
eolloctlona . nnd' the use 


Pyrthor datal 
Forma can bo 
V|ce-r 


talla and apnl. 
I obtomad tn 
1 at tho' C' 






automated ayatama. Appllca- 
tlona re copfba) ahouln. reach' 


iha Secretary to tlia Unlvoral- 
ty,. Old- Cqllego, South 
Brldao, ndinburdh EH8. 9YL. 
from whom - further 


MAta/PBMALI over 33 re:- 
auired fOr aunny Victorian 
flat In Sydenham. Londdn. 

, IS mlntuea ' Vlctop*le/Hol- 
bOi*n. 0\vn room, central 


ty; Old 
Brldflo, .Bdinbur 


lera are 
AUguat. 
eneo no 


partlcu- 

nvallablo;i by 12th 


NEW BOOKS 




refer- 

L103 


IRITISH LIBRARY Qt. Kubaall 
St. WCT. TBS MIRRGR OF 
THB -WORLD: antlqunriati 
maps, until 31 -Dec. .Wkda. 

Buns 3.80-6.' Adm. 
free.:. - " ' L133- 


UteUnlverelforof . 
. ; Manoheater . 

UNh/ER^'IYMAP 

CURATOR 

(ASSISTANT 

UBRARIAN) 




BOPKM 


ApRltcatldna are Invited for 
this pogt ' tenabla from Oatobar 
1 at dr a later data to ba arranged 
.In' the John . Hylanda Unlyaralty 

hdva'h .aMKl iHonoui'a degraai 
’Geegranhy or'B'i " 
Bnq.;aapi^anoa';iOr 
• nit 


latad aujijeot' 


• maliaatn^'htBB coflactiSn^fn iRe 
Uon'.tFwuaiuata'and aepueatlon 



AMBIT', • the Arts Ma^lrw 
Recent Nurpbere:' (kmtents Ambit 
90; Ewart’s. Falkland Island Poem. 
'Wn the Be|gi»o Really O^lde'. 
Ambit 91: Caribbean Number, 

FvH play-text Of 'Motherland'. 4- 
B/etthwalte, Berry, Jphhsbh, Me/-. 
. kham, Salkey, Sdw, etq. 

Ambit 92: Mersey^ Number. ■. 
Henri, Graham! McGough, F^an. 

pictures ol Liverpool + 
.neweonwrs. 


Ahibtt 99! James Lau^llh. 8 
of pdems'by! Editor of America's 
:'Nm, D(recIloni' .-l- 'New 'Prose, 
Poem?, Plcfii^,by Allen Jdne$ & 
RalphSteadnian.- 
; ''.8itlgleC0|V £2i2Q 
... All 4: 48 .' 

(kintinuhg subs: £8 


BOOKS & 
PRINTS 


MAN 


The Journal of Ihe Royal 
Anlhropolofllcallrwtluite 
No. 2 ofv(Hume 1 B{for 1 
Isnowpubllsned 

£41 

lIUSi 

Pellow8(8ub8orlpilon£32' 
£27toover8easreBklsr)ls}, 
Orders and requesls tor 
specimen copte:o 
RAI, 56 Queer AnneSlrsst 
LondonWlMSLA 


ANY American booMi niw a. 

Llii 


iiW*r. y*»ar _ BOOU, 
Bllott Ave., naao Pai 
York city. New York 






ARAB WORkto.- CINflUl 
ABIA. - jUre and out.of.prtM 
booka, GatalsflUM aviUibl 
David Loman^^.^^ia - -- 


5f-'fte^Sg?r 


MO 


many multiple eopiea Iron 

I iubnahera* ramalndtri £ 
mporta. many over 30 yoan 
tin, ineiudiha BecVtlt, 
■ound, ateln. Erie A Joto 


Pound, acein. ene «i jow 

|g.-s“uVd='?'ls'{% “fss; 

Stamp appreciated. LI M 


YanSTTooiSTTirTBreBW 

BnclquarlaA end p/r lin 


^iquariaA — j. . . 

luuad. Datalle from IT 

Qturch Lb., LymlnMn. 


Henta. 


NO 0/P> 


hand. Worm Booka, 36 Con. 
way Road. London., Nil 
7BB. Ol-eeA 9799. L114 


BOOKS, all Bubjeeia rrom 4 m- 


turlas. Cotaloguea fram Vouep 
A ntiquarian Book*, Tlulngtu^ 


BUROPR cat^okw 

available. A. C. . Ralli H 


BAeTBRN 


Stalnaa Road, TwicKafibuj.^!^ 


OVERSEAS 


Kuwait 

. AlBayen School 
LIBRARUN 


Eaat Warwickshire 
Collie of Further 
. ^ucatlon 

Lower Hlllmorton Rood, 

' RuOby. Te^^R^^by(0788) 

DEPUTY COLLEGE 
LIBRARIAN 
(Scale 4) 

Applications are liivltod from 
OraduBte Chartered Librorlana, 
for the above poet. . 


E«paHencad , well 
Librarian 


Lioronan requirou .tt 

ordinate and develop » 
rary.. 8ame_teoenino. of Ll.S 


rary. oome_tpocriiiiH 
rlanehlp — Solajw not lew 'W 
£700 per month 
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U.K. late Auguet. 
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